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''

e must do
more to
encourage
philanthrop y. We
will find new ways
to strengthen our
relationships with
alumni and friends
to help us deal with
the new eco
realities. "
- Dean R. Nils Olsen Jr.
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IA:ft lo right: I 'ire /Jean .for
Ar:ademic ;lffairs !Jianne
A ve1:r, n ean R. Nils Olsen Jr .
and I 'ice IJNm jiJr •ll'ademir·
AJfairs Peter R. Pilego.[f

R. Nils Olsen ]r. was named to succeed Barry B. Boyer as dean of the University at
Buffalo Law School, effective for the academic year 1998-99. UB Law alumni know
him from his classes in civil procedure, environmental law and other areas, and
through his active and highly visible work with the school's Environmental Law
Clinic. UB Law Forum caught up with Dean Olsen recently to hear his thoughts
about the Law School, the profession, and the future.
Q. After 21 years on the faculty, what led you
to consider becoming dean of the Law School?
A. I never consciously aspired to an administrative
role. Over the past four years I was fortunate to have had
the opportunity to work closely with Barry Boyer in implementing the Law School's New Curriculum and in adapting
the Law School's programmatic and financial structure to
conform with changes being made in the University. As a
result of that experience and the support and encouragement of my colleag ues, the opportunity of serving the Law
School as dean was afforded me. UB Law has been extraordinarily supportive of me during my career. This represents an opportunity fo r
me to give back something to the institution, especially during these challenging
times.

Dean R. Nils
Olsen Jr. on
the Law
School and its
future

Q. You have introduced a new team approach to management of the
Law School. Could you describe these changes and the rationale behind
them?
A. Traditionally, the academic administrative contingent in. the Law School
has consisted of the dean and one vice dean for academic affairs. I greatly prefer
a collaborative process in which important issues are fully discussed and in
which there is as much input as possible from the faculty. 111erefore, I have
asked several faculty colleagues to assis t in the governance of the Law School.
Peter Pitegoff and Dianne Avery ar e serving as vice deans for academic
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affairs; Peter is responsible primarily for
the upper division; Dianne has taken on
responsibility for the first-year program.
In addition, they work closely with me
on most of the administrative issues that
we are confronting. Their assistance has
been indispensable during the past
months.
George Kannar also has agreed to
serve as a vice dean. He has undertaken
the herculean task of organizing and
coordinating the rehabilitation of
O'Brian Hall. With the legislative appropriation of $1.8 million and the generous
support of our alumni, this sorely needed overhaul has been made possible.
Accomplishing it will be an extraordinarily demanding, multi-year task.
Finally, in recognition of the Law
School's sig nificant strength in interdis-

ciplinary teaching, I have requested that
David Engel, director of the Baldy
Center, Errol Meidinger, director of the
Environment and Society Institute, and
Isabel Mar cus, chair of women's studies
and co-director of the Woman and
Gender Institute, work to develop and
implement further interdisciplinmy educational opportunities and focus on the
potential for working with other law
schools to create international programs.
Q. The New Curriculum, which
was introdu ced in 1995, has now
been almost fully implemented. Has
it fulfilled your expectations?
A. Very much so. It has been enthusiastically received by all the constituent
elements of the Law School - students,
alumni, legal employers, facu lty, and the
University ad ministration.

Q. What additional d evelopm ents can we expect in the academic program?
A. Most of th e curriculum is now in
place. We will soon offer our first graduate degree, the LL.M. in crimi nal law.
This program may well be unique.
Students who have completed their J.D.
- and may even be licensed to practice
-will have an opportu ni ty to un dertake
graduate stud ies in a substantive area.
We also plan to offer both a scholarship
track and a practice track. Students
may approach the material from
either an academic, intellectual perspective, or fro m a practice perspective in a particular area of
criminal law under the close and
carefu l supervi sion of experienced attorneys.
Conlinw' d on p ap:r 8

Olsen brings a
backl{rouna of
legaleducation
and practice
Nils Olsen Jr., who was named dean of the University at Buffalo Law
School Aug. 1, has ove~all responsibility for the development of academic
programs, faculty recrwtment and advancement, and for maintaining
standards of teaching, scholarship and creative activity. He also has chief
responsibility for planning and budgeting, equipment and space allocations, and personnel, and oversees development activities within the school and
among its alumni and supporters.
"The Law School will benefit from Nils' exceptional credentials, academic
achievements and administrative experience," said UB Law Professor and former
Provost Thomas E. Headrick, who made the appointment. 'The positive, unanimous
reconunendation from his colleagues and external constituencies is an affirmation of
his ability to serve the school as dean."
Law Professor William R Greiner, UB president, noted that Olsen "has done an
outstanding job of serving the Law School in two key positions, that of vice dean for
academic affairs and director of clinical studies. He has also played a major role in
creating and implementing the Law School's innovative New Curriculum, which has
g reatly enhanced the school's educational program and is highly regarded nationally," Greiner said.
Olsen joined the UB Law faculty as an associate professor in 1978 after serving
as a lecturer of law and clinical fellow at the University of Chicago School of Law.
Prior to that, he was judicial law clerk to Chief Judge Thomas E. Fairchild of the
Seventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, in Chicago.
As vice dean since 1994, Olsen has overseen the implementation of the school's
New Curriculum, designed to help bridge the gap that has existed historically
benveen law school and practice. He also has been responsible for long-rang e planning, evaluation and self-study, enrollment targeting and faculty recruitment, promo-

R

tion and tenure.
In addition to his duties as vice dean, Olsen has served as director of clinical
education for the Law School, maintaining administrative responsibility for the inhouse clinical program comprised of nine clinical instructors who provide closely
supervised, legal experience in diverse areas of practice to about 100 students each
)rear . He also has continued his research in the areas of federal post-conviction remedies and environmental policy.
In his clinical teaching in the Law School, Olsen represented the plaintiffs in
Smith v. Cough lin, a federal habeas corpus class-action lawsuit filed in the Western
District of New York that challeng ed the sig nificant delays that were prevalent on
direct appeals of state criminal convictions. The case led to substantial changes in the
oversight of such appeals in the Appellate Division and increased cou nty funding of
indigent appeals.
He also has represented numerous community-based, citizen environmental
groups and several local municipalities in on-going environmental disputes, ranging
from the proposed siting of hazardous-waste incinerators in Niagara County to assisting in the drafting of local land-use planning legislation. He was instrumental in the
negotiation and drafting of a comprehensive agreement benveen a national hazardous-waste disposal corporation and Niagara County municipalities that resulted in
a 15-year ban on applications fo r approval of hazardous-waste incinerators.
A 1974 graduate of the Columbia Univ~rsi~ School. of La~, Olse~ received a
bachelor's degree with honors from the Umvers1ty ofW1sconsm. He IS a member of
the Lewiston-Porter school board, and has served as a mem ber of the boards of
directors of New York State Envir~nm.ental Advocates, U:e Youngstown Free Library
and Great Lakes United. He and his wife Sandra, and the1r three children, live in
Youngstown, N.Y. •
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Q. What changes can we expect
administratively?
A. With the de parture of Aundra
Newell, who was responsible for admis·
sions, recruitment, and student services,
the Law School will be creating several
new administrative positions.
First, we have hired a new associate
dean for admissions and financial aid.
Jack Cox, who comes to us from the
University of Dayton Law Sch ool, is
charged with creating a new, in tegrated,
an d more efficie nt and effective admissions system to increase the number of
applications which the Law School
receives. We will also hire a full-time
recrui ter wh o will establish close working relationships with pre-law advisers
throughout the Northeast and who will
attend numerous career fairs held fo r
college juniors and seniors interested in
attending law school.
In addition, we plan to hire an associate dean of students who will be
responsible for working with the faculty
to develop a strong and cohe rent academic support system fo r stude nts who are
experiencing academic difficulty. This
individual will serve as the primary
source of counsel and adviseme nt on
either personal or academic issues th at
are affecting stude nts.
Q . New York State has now
mandated continuing legal education for all attorneys . How is the
Law School responding to this
change in the profession ?
A. The Law School has an in terest
in providing educational support to the
practicing bar as well as to our curre nt
students. I have, the refore, asked
Melinda Saran, director of our clinical
education program , to begin the process
of engaging the Law School in continuing legal education. We have recently
submitted an application for accredi tatio n as a provide r of continuing legal
education a nd we expect to work closely
with various bar associations and alumni
to construct an effective and appropriate
continuing legal education program fo r
the futu re.

Q. One of the biggest challenges
facing UB Law is the decline in state

funding. How are you addressing
this issue?
A. UB has traditionally been supported almost exclusively by New York
State taxes. During the past five years
this support has dwindled from almost
90 percent to less than 40 pe rce nt. At the
same time, the Law School has been
given access to its tuition income.
Between tuition income and state tax
support, approximately 90 pe rcent of the
Law School's ongoing expe nses are met.
This has required us to unde rtake two
parallel processes in a ve ry short period
of time. First, it has been necessary to
increase tuition to h elp fund our developing program. Because of th e importance of assuring access to all qualified
individuals to the state law sch ool, these
increases have been measured and have
been kept as small as possible.
Second, we must do more to encourage
philanthropy directed to the Law School.
We will find new ways to strengthen our
relationships with alumn i and frie nds to
help us deal with the new economic realities. I am grateful that our effo1ts so far
have been well received, and our alumni
are providing critically needed support
fo r the Law Sch ool.
Q. The University will soon be
emba rking on a major capital campaign. How will the Law School participa te, and what will be its goal?
A. Each school within the
University will participate in the most
ambitious capital campaign in UB's history. The Law School's goal will be $ 12
million. We have recently completed a
case for support th at sets forth many of
the areas in which resources ar e needed. These include the developme nt of
need-based and achievement-based
scholar ships, support for tl1e New
Curriculum. support fo r our excelle nt
faculty to e nsure that we can retain the m
despite competition from institutions
with considerably more resources, and
support for capital improvements to
O'Brian Hall. To date, we have received
commitments of close to S4 million from
alumni. We expect to make the formal
public announcement of the campaign,
its goals. and its leadership in the fall of
this year.

Q. In recent years, the Law
School has improved its national
rankings. How important is it for the
Law School to do well in these annu·
al rankings?
A. It is an unfortunate fact of life
that the popular ran kings of law schools
have taken on a disproportionate impor·
tance in the public perception of the
quality of legal education. It has been
well documented that these rankings are
essentially subjective and in many
instances compare institutions with vast·
ly differe nt resources, goals, and pro·
grams.
Notwithstanding their many flaws,
it is because of their increasing impor·
tance to prospective applica nts that the
Law School has made every effo1t to
improve our rankings, by increasing the
amount of funding available to support
our program, by attracting the most
qualified students, and by enhancing
othe r areas on which these rankings
focu s.
One recent ranking which is per·
haps a little less subjective is the faculty
publications ranking that is published by
Chicago Ke nt, Illinois Institute of
Technology. That study is based upon
the number of citations of faculty sch olarship. In this ranking . UB placed lOth
among public law schools and within the
top 30 overall.
Q. As a pu blic ins titution, UB
Law School has always been com·
mitted to access. How can tJ1e Law
School ensure continued access in a
time of rising costs and rising
tuition?
A. One of the most important
rationales be hind the University at
Buffalo as a state law school is to ensure
that there is a source of high-quality
legal education for any student with the
ability to earn the degree and practice
law. As the tuition at the Law School has
risen, it has become incumbent on us to
develop additional scholarship assis·
Lance. We are hoping to have a fairly significan t scholarship program in place by
the beg inning of the next academ ic year.
T his will be supported by both our annu·
al campaign and the capital campaign

mentioned earlier.
Q. 1l1e Law School building is
now 25-years-old. What are your
priorities for this aging facility?
A. As with any publicly funded campus, building maintenance at UB has
been a victim of budgetary constraints.
This lack of maintenance has quickened
the aging process of the wonderful facilities proyided at john Lord O'Brian Hall.
We we re very fortunate last year,
with the assistance of many dedicated
alumni and friends, to obtain a $1.8 million appropliation from New York State
to begin the process of refurbishing the
Law School. In addition, capital improvements are an important element of our
ongoing capital campaign. Between the
two, along with additional support (1·om
the Unive rsity, we anticipate that a fairly
extensive overhaul of the building and
its facilities will be completed within the
next three to four years.
To demonstrate our commitment to
our students, we recently comple ted a
significant re modeling of our first-floor
studl?nt lounge with the financial support of BAR/B Rl Bar Review. The
lounge is an understated, comfortable
yet professional environment accessib,le
only to law students. In addition to the
handsome fumishings, we were fo rtunate to obtain the loan of several pieces
of fine art f1·om Amland Castellani and
the Castella ni Alt Museum. The facility
is already ope n and is being used by our
students.
One exciting project that we are
undertaking is U1e remodeling of the
large courtroom facility in the Law
School into a modular, state-of-the-art
courtroom that wou ld accommodate
both appellate and trial proceedings. We
have received strong expressions of
interest from the Appellate Division, 4th
Dept., the New York State Supre me
Court, the United States magistrate
judges, and oU1ers to conduct judicial
proceedings here once iliis faci lity has
been completed. l11is will provide an
ext.raordina1y educational experie nce fo r
our students and integrate the civil justice system into the SUNY-syste m's only
public law school. •

BLawnow
has its own
version of
the famed
Harvard
Club," says
Rick
Staropoli '00,
speaking of
the Law School's recently renovated student lounge. Staropoli admits to spending long hours in the new lounge in his
slippers. "I am now able to get away
from my traditional study places. When
the choice is academic space versus the
living room, the living room wins every
. e."
tim
Easing the burden of a heavy academic load was the initial inspiration
behind the Law School's new student
lounge. Faculty and alumni have long
recognized that law students need their
own private sanctuary - a place where
the atmosphere is both relaxing and

A refuge
from the
rigors of law
schoo l
professional.
Thanks to funding from BAR/BRI
Bar Review, that need has been
addressed. The renovation and furnishing of the lounge was made possible
through support from BAR/ BRI.
Months of plannjng and construction
produced a new student lounge that
opened soon after the start of the fall
semester.
''The student lounge provides a
beautiful space that reflects the dignity

of the Law School," commented Dean R.
Nils Olsen. "It is the first step in foste ring a strong sense of commuruty among
our students."
But few were prepared for the
results when the lounge was iilltially
revealed.
"I was extremely surprised to see
the lounge when it opened. It is magnificent!" says Jennifer Udagawa '01.
"Especially the stupendous artwork."
Designed under the direction of
Assistant Dean ilene R. Fleischmann,
the lounge is a masterful combination of
comfort and class. A long, sapele
mahogany conference table, with tall
brass lamps, sits majestically in the center of the room, surrounded by upholstered chrurs. Elegant end tables, wing
back chrurs and lounge chairs with
ottomans offer students a place to s it
back and put up their feet. A 36-inch
teJevjsion with surround-sound occupies
a bwlt-in cabinet Copies of the New

he new studen1
10
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York Times, the Wall Street Journal ,
and the National Law Jow·nal, among
others, are available for students'
perusal. Throug hout the room, accom·
modations for AC power cords and
Internet hookups are easily accessible.
The focal point of the room is a large,
three panel oil painting by Michael
Kessler, a well known artist who has
won the Prix de Rome. This n;ptych, as
well as two smaller Kesslers in the
lounge, is on loan from Armand
Castellani, founder and principle patron
of the Castellani Alt Museum, at
Niagara University.
"It is an amazing tJ·ansformation
from the old lounge," says Mimi Wong
'99. "The Law School is taki ng a step in
the right direction in improving the
school's image and reputation, which
will ultimately benefit students and
alumni."
''The student lounge gives me an
opportunity to relax during a busy day,"
says Owei Belleh '01. ''111e availability of a

television set and newspapers allows me to
get caught up with the news. It's a welcome oasis in the hustle oflaw school."
The lounge's popularity is evident
from tl1e constant stJ·eam of students
that filter in and out throughout the
course of any day. Access is limited to
law students only: Students must pass
their SUNY student identification cards
through a secudty monitor at the door
in order to gain enby
"It's a great atmosphere to relax
and talk with other law students who are
expe1iencing the same pressures and
the same problems," says E1ic Reich '01.
"There's no other place on campus
exclus ively for law students. Facilities
like thls exist in so many private
schools. It is great to see such a friendly
abnosphere on a public campus. It
makes you want to work."
Other students agree. "Students
have been extremely pleased with the
renovation of the lounge," says Student
Bar Association president Tony a E.

Guzman '99. "The result is a visually
appealing and comfortable setting to
relax or study. We are grateful that the
lounge is exclusive to law students and
take pride in having a student lounge."
"The lounge provides a space for
students to congregate, study and socialize in a matw·e and professional environment," adds Ahren Astudillo '99. "1l1e
- students appreciate the fact that the Law
School has invested in their living space,
and I hope we see that appreciation
when the students become alumni and
invest their time and energy into giving
back to ilie Law School."
Dean Fleischmann was assisted in
the project by Jeffrey MiUbrandt, an interior designer with the commercial decorating finn of Joan Hilliers & Associates,
Inc. Members of the Law School admini~tration who also contlibuted enormous
time and energy to the project included
~arlen~ Cook, Gloria Paveljack, Arlene
Rizzo, Tiffany Weiss and Alan Can·el. •
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Technology
transforms
teaching

r

Here
en preparing to draft
a complex estate plan,
would a lawyer do be tter to begin researching with Hieros
Gamos, Lawcrawler, or a meta search
engine like Dogpile? Or would a proprietary database Eke LEXIS or Westlaw be
more cost-effective?
Is it ethical fo r a lawyer to offer free
advice on her Web site as a way of
attracting potential clients? Is it effective?
Does a competent trial lawyer need
to know how to use an evidence visualizer, a light pen highlighter, and computer
an imations to re-create a disputed event?
Would it be malpractice for a lawyer
to fail to download a free GIS plot from
EPA's data warehouse showing hazardous waste sites near a piece of property his client was plann ing to purchase?
Those of us who e ntered the legal
profession in the days before computers
ruled the earth never had to worry about
questions like these. Books and yellow
legal pads were all we knew, and all we
needed to kn ow. But fo r today's law students, the ability to perform competently
in the electronic environment may mean
the difference between professional success and failure. Berkeley Professor
Ro bert Berring, an astute observer of
rht changing world of legal information.
dismisses those familiar treatises and
case reporters that fill the shelves in our

offices and conference rooms as "a
dying information paradigm in the most
computerized discipline in the world."
Law practice, and law teaching, are
changing almost as rapidly as the new
generations of compu ters . What does
this growing importance of "IT," as information technology has come to be
known, mean for UB Law School?
It is already impossible to be in the
first rank of American law schools without a strong technology program, and
therefore UB Law has made the commitme nt to become a major player in the
new electronic legal world. To reach th is
level, we are making a massive investment in our technology infrastructure,
undertaking a progressive restructuring
of the curriculum to include more applications of computers, and seeing more faculty and student interest focused on the
ways that tech nology is changing the
teaching, learning and practice of law.
The key to getting the necessary
infrastructure in place was a $1.8 million
state appropriation, which we were able
to secure throug h the efforts of the UB
Law Alumni Association and former
Attorney Gene ral De nnis C. Vacco '78 .
T hose fu nds, along with private donations and funds gene rated by a student
technology fee, have made it possible fo r
the Law School to e mbark on a multiyear program of upgrading O'Brian Hall
to support more effec tive learning with
technology. Some ele me nts of this program are already in place:

• The student labs in O'Brian Hall were
rewired over the summer, and filled with
new computers. In addition, two student
labs next door in Baldy Hall we re also
upgraded with new Mac and PC
machines, and h igh-quali ty projection
equipment for teaching .
• Wiring 24 student carrels and five confe rence rooms with "plug-in ports"
expanded the "laptop zone" in the Law
Library. Now, laptop users can connect
their computers to the Inte rnet and the
legal databases from inside the library.
The library's Kore n Center also add ed
six new PC workstations and two more
plug-in ports fo r stude nt access. and
acquired a new digital video camera to
support use of on-line videos in Law
School We b sites.
• The body of legal research materials
distributed in CD-ROM format has been
g rowing rapidly, and managing these
materials has been a proble m fo r law
libraria ns everywh ere. To make CDROM materials more convenient and
accessible, the Law Library has added
fou r NT workstations dedicated to CDROM products, and is creating four additional stations during the curre nt academic year. Fourteen new Sun workstations have bee n installed in the Law
Library to provide bette r access to dig ital information.
• T he Un ive rsity librar ies have added

"cybraties," with
expanded IT facilities
and digital materials.
Along with the rest of the
University, law students will
benefit from the additional
access to information technology.
Lockwood Library, for example, is
offeting 24-hour access to PC workstations and laptop plug-ins.

Beyond tl1e cutTent
academic year, bigger changes are coming. The Moot Court Room, which has
taken on a sadly run-down appearance
after being used for years as an undergraduate classroom, will be remodeled
as a state-of-the-art electronic courtroom, which will be used both by students and by local courts. A fully electronic conferencing facility, with
features such as "smart board"
projection technology, will
be installed to host the
many conferences,
symposia and meetings held at the Law
School. And many
more O'Brian Hall
classrooms will be
re-designed and
re-wired to
become "technologyfriendly."
How
will all of
this new
equipment
affect the
courses that
law students
take?
Nationally, it
appears that
content is lagging behind the
fancy new delivery
systems: much of
what is being disttibuted digitally is the
same text presented in
the same fashion as tl1e
traditional casebooks law
students have studied fo r
generations. However, it
would be wrong to conclude that

computerized law teaching is just old
wine in high-tech bottles; the signs of
more fundamental change are beginning
to appear.
Both LEXIS and Westlaw are offering inexpensive systems fo r professors
to create teaching materials on Web
sites, with easy connections to the legal
databases and the Internet. Web-based
"threaded discussion boards" and e-mail
listservs are becoming standard ways of
extending the classroom dialogue into
cyberspace. Even the Harvard
Law School, usually a
bastion of pedagogical conservatism,
recently unveiled
the beta version
of its Btidge
Program, a set
of multimedia,
Internet-based
teaching matetials designed
to enrich and
complement
the basic firstyear law courses.
UB Law's faculty
members also are
actively experimenting with the new technology, finding ways to
integrate traditional legal analysis with the Internet's powerful, instantaneous global access to a new universe of information. ln
recent semesters, students in the Law
School have had the
opportunity to take
many courses
enriched by technology, including:

• A Criminal Law course created by
Professor Markus Dubber. Based on
a Web site, students can make side-byside comparisons of similar ctiminal
code provisions from different states and
from foreign countties.
• A Property 2 course taught by
Professor Robert I. Reis. Web-based
flow charts of real estate transactions are
hyperlinked to cases, statutes, forms and
Web sites relevant to that part of the
transaction.
• A Computer Law and Policy
course developed by practitioner
Howard Meyer. Students hear from
practicing lawyers how they use IT, and
then develop tl1eir own research projects
and post their papers on the Web.

• An interdisciplinary clinic in
Securities taught by Clinical
Instructor Cheryl C. Nichols of the
Law School and Associate Professor
Joseph Ogden of the School of
Management. Students arbitrate and
mediate disputes over secutities transactions, using the course Web site to distJibute forms for the clinic students to
fill out, and to link the students with online resources such as the Securities and
Exchange Commission Web site.
• A semester-long package of three
one-credit, hands-on courses covering Legal Research on tl1e Internet,
Marketing Legal Services on the
Internet, and Presentation Graphics
for Lawyers. Professor Barry B. Boyer,
Electronic Services Librarian Susan L.
Dow, Associate Dean for Legal
Information Services Ellen M. Gibson,
and Steven ]. Sturman '97 (who now
works in tl1e University tech support
office serving tl1e Law School), leach the
courses in the computer lab.

What's the pedagogical payo(f for
"going digital" in the law classroom?
Professor Robe1t I. Reis, who has been
working witl1 computers for more than
20 years, sees two p1incipal advantages:
"It opens doors fo r us to pursue context
through real data ratl1er than just
through hypolheticals, and it lets us
peer into the thought processes of students, so that we can focus on becoming
better teachers."
Most faculty who have taught with
computers would probably agree, and
perhaps add that re-creating our courses
for the digital world is often frustrating,
sometimes exciting- and usually just
plain fun . •
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in Federal
Service
- -...• or those not used to military terminology,
title is a mouthful: s ta ff judge advocate
the commandant and director of the
Judge Advocate Division at Marine Corps
Headquariers.
Put more simply: Brigadier General
Theodore G. Hess, a 1978 g raduate of UB
Law School, is the Marines' top lawyer.
The son of a career Marine officer, Hess is fiercely
proud of th e Corps and the way it has evolved as an all-volunteer force in his three decades of se1v ice. He has seen
some of its darker days as well ... but that is getting ahead
of the st01y.
ll was at Comell Unive rsity in
Ithaca, N.Y., in 1969 that Hess made a
fate fu l decision. "I went to Cornell on
the Naval Reserve Officers T rain ing
Corps prog ram , and in my second year.
afte r a midshipman summe r cruise
aboard a destroyer, I decided I would
rather lead men than machines. So I
chose the M~rine Corps rather tl1an

a break between my undergraduate-level education and
law school, and I was often struck by the fact that the
poor men and women who had gone directly to law
school from their undergraduate college looked at the
whole thing as this gmeling ordeal and d mdgery.
vVhereas I just loved it. I really ate it up.
"And frankly, there was a certain amount of academic redemption there . I was at best a C student at Come!!.
Those were some tumultuous times, and the only reason
I even bothered to get my unde rgraduate deg ree was so I
could get a commission in the Marine Corps and lead
Marines in c ombat."
Why the law in the first place? Three reasons, Hess
said. "1 had had a lot of command experience, both in
Vietnam and in Hawaii, and so I really fel t that I had gotte n what I was looking for out of the Marine Corps t11ere .
1 also was a key battalion staff member, so I had worked
at the s taff level as well. Like mos t young lieutenants or
captains, when you look up and you see what the majors,
for example, are doing , it's all staff work. That's a little bit
of a setback, because the ty pical Mmine officer thinks of
himself as a Iead-from-tl1e-fron t kind of guy. So, if you
stayed in the Mm·ine Corps, particulm·ly at th at time, it
looked like you had a lot of staff-type jobs ins tead of co mmand-type jobs available to you. It was a 'bee n the re.
done that' kind of tl1ing.
"Second, the post-Vietnam militmy in the 1970s was
a tumultuous place. We had drug proble ms, race problems, difficulties with
respect for authority. One of my motivation s was to set the Marine CoqJs
right - to bring it back to where it had
been before Vietnam as a very effective, d isciplined fig hting force. It has
been grati.fying to me to see how it has
been transformed in to an e lite.
"And fi nally, I was developing a
strong in terest in the law. I always had
ve1y good verbal skills, and ! wanted to
be able to use the law to make a diffe re nce."
His UB Law education. and s ubsequen t training in militmy justice
through the Navy and th e Ar my, have
serv ed him well in an extremely varied
career that has seen him s tationed in
s uch places as Okinawa. Japan: Camp
Pend le ton, Cali fo rnia; Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii; and now
Washing ton , D.C.
With a staff of 400 attorneys and 800 paralegals statione d all over the world, Hess manages among other
things. he says. ··a very sophis ticated and in many ways
fra nkly better system of criminal jus tice tha n a lot of
s tales do. We operate a militmy justice system which by
law is requi red to model itseLf as much as practical on the
federal coL_nt s. We use a souped-up version of the fer! era!
rules of ev1rlence, fo r example. We also have an appellate
system.
·'We have universal jurisdiction over service mc m!Jers f~r offenses_they _conrn~.i~ ~n ywhere in the world.
mcludmg the Umtecl States. I here arc also in starwe~

Theodore
G. Hess '78

directs Marines'
le{5·al s tajj

the Navy. T hat put me in Vietnam at that point."
In that con flict he se1ved as an infantry commander
from July 1970 to February 197 1. He th en was assig ned to
an infantry battalion in Hawaii. where he s pent three
years. "As a young o(fi cer I had already clone every th ing I
thoug ht Marines d id." He was looking for a new challenge.
After the infantry, what else but the University at Buffalo
Law School?
Wh y UB? ·we had moved around so much that ! d idn't even know what state I was a lega l resident of,"' Hess
re called . "I went to t11e legal affairs officer and he assured
me it was New York (his fathe r had re tired to Rochester) ,
and UB was the only state law school. so l applied there .
'"I had a wonderful time. I really e njoyed it. I had had
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where other jurisdictions may become
involved, he said. "We have some
cases," Hess said, "for example if a
Marine does some thing that really
strongly implicates local intere sts and
they arrest the Marine and have custody
of him, the re will be a civilian prosecution. Ii we get custody of him, we may
prosecute as we ll. In gene ral we like to
say we take care of our own, and that
means in a positive way as well as in a
negative way."
His office.. Hess says, handles just
over 2,000 prosecutions annually fewer than in the past, "because of the
h ig her quality of troops we have had,
ce11ainly since the 1970s." But that is not
the enti rety of the Judge Advocate
Division's work. Other efforts:
• A "really terrific" legal assistance program, helping Marine Corps members
with consumer affairs, matters of family
law, and elecb·onic tax fili ng from anywhere in the world.
• Ad minisb·ative law matters, for example advising commande rs what they can
and cannot do and what kind of gifts
they can and cannot accept.
• Operational law, a mili tary term that
comprises, Hess says, "an amalgamation
of international law, the law of war, the
law of peace, domestic law and policy.
Every one of these Marine expeditionary
units takes a lawyer with it.
Commande rs will not deploy withou t
lawyers. We live in this incredi bly complicated world where l11e Marines are
calle d upon at one poin t to engage in
humanitarian efforts, in keepi ng warring
parties apart in peacekeeping efforts.
and in inte nse combat. And all of l11ese
can happen in one day - in the space of
three blocks."
• Environmental law. "'The Marine Corps
spends more on environmental work and
remediation than we do on training ."
"The re is just a tremendous variety
of practice," Hess said. "ll's probab ly the
last bastio n where you can be a generalist. In civil ian practice. my im pression is
that people have to intensively s pecialize
to s urvive. Here, one of ilie atb·aclions is
the variety of the wor k."
Being a milita1y lawyer means taking on some specialized problems.
Du ring the Pe rsian Gu lf war, the Marine
reserves were mobilize d for the first
time since the Korean War. Hess was
responsible for setting up an apparatu s
to evaluate the claims of those Marines.
active-du ty or reservists. who asserted
that. they should bt• excused from combat duty because they were conscientiou s objectors to war.
''lc•rtainly the Marine Corps had an
intl·resl in making sure there was not an

epidemic of insincere claims," he said.
"The bottom line is that if you are in the
military or even in the reserves and you
don't have a physical defect and you are
sig ne d up and activated and g o to the
theater of combat, there re ally is no
other way out than to claim conscientious objector status. So that provides a
temptation to people to sometimes make
insince re claims. T here are sincere
claims and insincere claims, and we
have to sort those out. We tracked every
case, participated in the litigation and
gave policy g uidance to all the Marine
Corps activities."
It's an odd paradox- conscientious-objector soldiers? - but Hess handles the question with aplomb.
"Sometimes the advent of a war will really c1ystallize you r be lie fs," he said. "I
have personally seen the other side of
this, young people who came in to the
Marine Corps for challenge, exci tement,
adventure, and all of a sudd en a war
comes and they have to deal with that
personally, and they realize they just
cann ot do it. If that is for dee ply seated
religious beliefs, it is good that we have
a mechan ism for l11at as well. If you can
demonstrate that your conscie ntious
objector belie fs have crystallized , we'll
let you out.
"But our fears of an epide mic of
conscie ntious objector claims never
mate rialized. One of the l11ings I will
always re me mber is how mag nificently
ilie forces performed, including the
reserves."
Indeed, it is pride in th e Corps that
comes throug h most strong ly when
Hess talks about his work in
Washi ngton. He is a soldier throug h and
throug h; his medals and decorati ons
include the Legion of Merit. the Bronze
Star Medal with Combat. "V," U1e
Defe nse Meri torious Se1v ice Medal, th e
Meritorious Se1v ice Medal. the Navy
Comme ndation Medal a nd the Combat
Action Ri bbon .
But it is the use of the law in the
se1v ice of hi s coun try th at has proved so
e ffective. "]Jove my job." Hess said . "We
have a great coun try and a par ticularly
s uperb military whe re lhe ru le of law is
alive and well. And throug h a lot of outreach programs we have lo othe r
nations, I have lawyers in some of the
strangest places in the wo rld , he lping
the m write constitu tions and military
codes. We still need to rea lize lhat. the
United States of America, with all the
evil and genocide and kill ing that goes
on in the world , is sti ll th e last best
hope. ancl our military is certainly an
instrume nt for good." •

h e power of a prosecutor is
indee d awesome," intoned
Hon. David G. Larimer,
chief federal judge for the
Western District of New
York. Now, for the first time in its history
that district has a woman in the highest
position to wield that power - UB Law
School alumna Denise E. O'Donnell, a
1982 graduate who on Dec. 23, 1998, was
installe d as U.S. attorney.
The installation capped O'Donnell's
career with the U.S. Attorney's Office,

T

Denise E.
O'Donnell '82
sworn zn as
U.S. Attorney
0

Forth

which sh e joined in 1985 after serving for
three years as a confidential law cle rk to
the Hon. M. Dolore s De nman, presiding
justice of the Appellate Division, 4th
Department In the federal office,
O'Donnell se1ved as an assistant U.S.
attorney and appellate chie f before being
named interim U.S. att orney in Septembe1
1997. She succeeds Patrick H. NeMoye r.
now a State Supreme Court justice.
O'Donnell brings a backg round in
social work and civil rig hts advocacy to
the job. She worked as a legal assistant
on the successful lawsuit that re sulte d in
the desegregation of Buffalo sch ools in
the 1970s. She also has served since 1990
as an instmctor in UB Law School's Trial
T echniqu e prog ram .
O'Donnell's installation was an event
both cere monious and joyful. as the
sole mn oaths of federal service mixe d
with tributes and heartfelt words from thE
prosecutor and her family, frie nds and
colleagues. Judge Larimer set the te nor
for the afternoon ceremony by quoting
Warren Burger , the late ch ief justice of
ilie United States: "De pa11ment of J ustice
e mployees have to remember at all times
that they ar e prosecutors, not pe rsecutors. There is a distinct dilie rence, as
Denise well knows. I feel that Denise
O'Donnell h as the very unique q ualifications of life experie nce, intelligence and
common sense, and a compassionate
heart, to pe rform as U.S. attorney with

style, grace and class."
Justice Denman, whom O'Donnell
conside rs he r professional mentor, also
spoke briefly and mentioned some of the
same qualities. "When she came to work
for me in 1982, afte r graduating first in
her class and summa cum laude, I knew
Thad a very special person - not. just an
outstanding lawyer but an outstanding
person," Denman said. "I have never
heard a word of anything but praise for
Demse - as a prosecutor, as a lawyer,
as an opponent, as a person to work
with . Denise is a wonderful human
IJr.ing, kind, compassionate and a good
judge of people."
Erie County District Attorney Frank
Clark said he first met O'Donnell in
1971, when they both worked on the
campaign for county legislator of a
mutual friend. They subsequently
worked togethe r professionally for five
years. ''She exhibited then and does
now," Clark said, "all of the attributes
that we look for in somebody who is
going to hold the awesome power that
she holds. Sh e has the experience, the
intellect, the dedication, the training, the
social conscie nce. But Denise is also
somebody who is not in any sense selfish. She's a very giving person. Perhaps
unusual in our business. her sentences
don't always start with ·rand end wiU1

'me.' She listens. She really listens."
O'Donnell's nomination by
Preside nt Clinton (it was subsequently
confirmed by the Senate) is a milestone
not just for tl1e prosecutor but for
wome n in the law, noted Gayle L. Eagen,
a partner in the Buffalo law firm of
Jaeckle, Fleischmann and Mugel and
president of the Women's Bar
Association, of which O'Donnell was a
founding member. "\"!hat an honor
today for me to watch my best friend,
Denise, being sworn in by our chief justice of the Western District as the top
fede ral prosecutor in the Western New
York region, our newest U.S. attorney,"
Eagen said. She told of trading child
care and family bips when their children
were small, and how O'Donnell gave
bi11'h to daugh ter Maura just days before
her last law school exam.
"You have never forgotten Lo look
back down the ladder," Eagen said to
the prosecutor. "to reach out to tl1ose
who follow you, to encourage tl1em to
keep on striving to attain the goals U1at
sometimes elude wome n simply because
tl1ey are women. I know, because you
did this for me."
In her own re marks, her voice
sometimes quavering with the emotion
of Ule moment O'Donnell spoke of the
changing role of the U.S. attorney as

more crimes become federalized and the
position's administrative responsibilities
multiply. "But in another sense," she
said, "the job hasn't changed all that
much since the time the first U.S. attorney, Charles Brown, was installed over a
hundred years ago. The principal duty of
the U.S. attorney remains the same: simply to do justice. This is not always a
simple or easy thing . Justice is often one
thing for the accused, another thing for
the victim, and still another thing for U1e
citizens who need to have faith and
belief in the justice system of this COltnlly. lt's not an easy thing to do justice.
But the people in the Western District of
New York deserve nothing less. I won't
let you down."
O'Donnell, whose husband is State
Supreme Courtjustice j ohn F.
O'Donnell, went on to thank a long list
of people important to her life and
career, from the staff of the U.S. at1orney's office to the instructors at U1e
West Side Rowing Club, where she is an
e nthusiastic sometime athlete. The ceremony closed with words by the prosecutor's children, Jack and Maura.
Said her daug hter: ' lo us, she is
Supermom. People often remark that Wf.>
have big shoes to fill, but we prefer to
U1ink of it as having a great set of footprints to follow down the path." •
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everal years in the making, the
Environment and Society
Institute just celebrated its first
anniversary- an outstanding
example of the power of interdisciplinary thinking at the university
level.
ESI's mission is to promote environmental research, but this is no ivorytower project: Its director, Law School
Professor Errol E. Meidinger, emphasizes that the institute focu ses on helping to resolve community e nvironmental
problems.
"Individual disciplines often have a
hard time making meaningful contribu-

S

Professor Errol E. Meidinger
leads
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Interdisciplinary
Institute
tions to environme ntal policy on their
own," Meidinger said. "If we are going
to make progress, we are going to have
to cross boundaries and really work
together. "
For example, he said, in tackling an
issue of groundwater contamination, one
might call in a geologist - but then lack
the exper tise in law and tax policy that
wou ld lead to a comprehe nsive solution
to the problem . Anothe r example would
be the conti nu ing proble m of pollu tion
in the Great Lakes. "We regu late wate r
discharges of various kinds," Meidinge r
noted. "But 30 to 40 percent of pollutants
fall out of the air in the form of acid rai n
or just partic ulates. When we set up the
system of environmental laws we established water and air pollution ~ontrols
separately. But this segme nted approach
can not fully address the problem."
More than 100 UB fac ulty membe rs
have affilia ted with the institute. including faculty from s uch diverse areas as
structural e ngineering, geology, che mistry, biology. geography, pharmacology, toxicology and plann ing. A nine-

membe r steering committee sets institute policy. Funded with a small allocation from the University provost, the
institute hopes to bolster its finances
with outside funding.
Meidinger, whose teaching load
includes environme ntal law courses
(and whose office decor includes a
stuffed Lorax, th e famous e nvironme ntally aware Dr. Seuss character), notes
that s uch an interdisciplinary approach
should already be familiar to lawye rs
working on e nvironmental issues.
Attorneys often work with specialists
such as eng ineers and toxicologists, he
says. "We are preparing law students to
work in this way and we are pre pari ng
people in other fields to work with
lawyers."
Additionally, he said, e nvironme ntal
law is at a crossroads, and interdi sciplinary e fforts such as ESI may he lp make
th e law more e ffective. "We have had
almost 30 years of mode rn e nvironme ntal law," Meidinger said, "and althoug h it
has achieved a lot, it is time to take a
look at the syste m itse lf. We cannot do
that from within the statutes. At prese nt
we have a very fragmented syste m of
e nvironmental law. We need a dialog ue
with environ mental health professionals,
especia lly ecologists and environmental
scie ntists of all kinds."
Among the institu te's stated goals
ar e: to provide fellowships to promis ing
g radu ate students; to develop and maintain a Web page (alread y up at
www. buffalo.edu/- esi) ; to host major
eve nts s uch as co nfere nces (see the
related story on page 24, "Love Canal
Revisited"): to develop major interdisciplinary research proposals ; and to conduct Environme ntal Manageme nt
Alternatives Prog ram (E MAP) projects
that bring inte rdiscipli nary working
g roups to bear on community problems
and seek workable solutions to them.
Three s uch EMAP projects are
alre ady unde r way:
• A study has been launched toward
establishing a non-profit entity to redevelop che mically contaminated "brownfi elds." UB Law Professor Robert S.
Berger is o ne le ade r of U1is study, and
Professor Thomas F. Disare is a participant. ''This involves complicated legal.

'' When we
set up a system
of environmental laws,
we establish
water and air
pollution
controls
separately.
This

segmented

approach
cannot fully
address the
problem. ''
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engineering and planning problems,"
Meidinger said. If the worki ng g roup
determines th at a non-profit corporation
is the best way to address brownfield
redevelopment in Western New York,
he said, the participants would go on to
try to establish such a corporation.
• An effort has begu n to involve both
residents and students in measuring
chemical contamination in South
Buffalo's Seneca-Babcock ne ighborhood. A major goal of th is project is to
establish constructive communication
between reside nts and local chemical
companies.
• An investigation is being conducted
into possible environmental health proble ms in Belde n Center, N.Y., just north
of Niagara Falls. The neighborhood is
next to several sites long used for dumping toxic wastes. Residents have ~1oted
the incide nce of unusual forms of cancer

0

and are concem ed that U1ey may be
exposed to toxi ns.
''"What we are trying to do is work in
partnerships with people in the community," Meidinger said. "We want to get
away from the old model of 'you bring us
a problem, we will supply the answer."'
Establishing the Environment and
Society Institute brings UB into the company of such unive rsities as Du ke,
Michigan, Colorado State. Oregon State
and U1e University of California at Davis,
all of which have made strides toward
promoting interdisciplinary research on
environmental i:>SlH''S. '1-he Unive rsity is
becoming a plan· to bring togeth er peu-

pie with different streams of knowledge,'' Meidinger said. 'To the best of
our abili ty, we want to see the insti tu te
cont:Jibute to solving policy problems.
We want to support research that is relevant to regional policy issues.
"UB Law alumni can help the
e ffort,'' Meidinge r said, "by maki11g us
aware of projects and cases that could
benefit from the institute's involvement.
UB clearly has the pote ntial to be one of
the top universities in New York Stale
with respect to U1e e nvironment."
.
Y?u .n~n .r:~ch Professor Meidinger
dl (7 16) 64;)·66H2. or e-mail him at
eem eid @acsu .buffalo .edu. •
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nyone who has lived
in a suburb or rural
area with a plentiful
deer population
knows the dilemma:
They are great to look
t, but they are hell
on the shrubbery.
The touchy co-existence of human
beings and Odocoileus virginianus has
produced more than its share of shouting matches at town council meetings
over just what to do about the problem.
A symposium on deer-human conflicts
brought together wildlife scientists and
public officials to review the options on
this contentious issue. The symposium
was co-sponsored by UB Law School's
Environmental Law Society, the
Environment and Society Institute, and
Students of Law for Animal Rights.
A pair of contrasting programs in
the morning discussed the two mostused means of controlling deer population: selective harvesting, the "bait-andshoot" approach; and immunocontraception of does to reduce the birth
rate.
Jim Snider, senior wildlife biologist with the New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation, presented a slide show
on 'The Deer of Amherst" and talked
about how the town's "deer problem"
came into existence and what the DEC
has been doing about it.
Snider began with a historical perspective, noting that in Colonial times
80 percent of New York State was
cleared and fa1med, mainly with oats
and wheat. That destruction of habitat,
combined wiU1 widcspr~ad hunting.
meant that by 1860 "we had no dee r.''
l.<~ws wen• introduced in th<~ 1880s pro-

hibiting deer hunting, and by 1910, he
said, the animals had started to reappear in the Southern Tier, migrating
up from Pennsylvania and eventually
spreading back north to Western New
York. Hunting again began to be
allowed in rural areas.
"A lot of that farmla nd is now
abandoned," Snider said, "and as it
grows out it becomes the perfect deer
habitat." The northern one-third of the
Town of Amherst is like that, he said
-undeveloped, and g rown into a
deciduous swamp wetfield, with
shrubs for food and wooded ar ea for
coverage.
The damage comes whe n those
deer wander into developed areas of
the town, following their taste buds.
"Deer like to sample," he said. "Many
times they will take one bite and
decide that's not the cabbage they
want, and they will go on down the
road until they find the one they do
want. 1l1ey will eat cabbage, com ,
pumpkins, squash . They will eat the
pine trees and ig nore the spruce.
"Everyone has shrubs, everyone
has flowers, everyone has grass,
everyone has apple trees in their back
yard. These deer quickly learn that
they can wait until 2 a.m. and walk
down the stre et and find anything they
want to eat."
Besides the dam ag e to landscaping and vege table gardens, a more
troubling problem is deer-car collisions , which in Amherst grew from
161 in 1986 to 499 in 1993. Two to 4
percent of such collisions result in personal inju ry. Snider said, and there
h ave been a few deaths.
Hu nting, a tried and true means
of controlling deer populations, is prohibited in the Town of Amh erst a s it is
in other areas of urban Elie County.
The DEC has advocated allowing a
bow hunting season in such areas, but
without success.
So for two years the town unde rtook a bait-and-shoot prog ram, killing
134 deer in 1995 and 74 in 1996. A
court challe nge in 1997 has e nded the
prog ram at least te mporarily, but it
seems to have been e ffective: Ae lial
counts s howed 1,116 deer in Amhe rst
in 1994, 733 in 1998.
''You can get some fairly dramatic
reductions in deer-car collis ions with a
bait-and-shoot program," Snider said.
Neverthe less, he said, '" car mortality
continues to be t he major factor in
reducing deer population.''
.
T he emotio nal aspects of bart-ands hoot can prove troubling, he acknowl-

e dged. He told of one woman upset by
the sound of gunshots. The next year,
the police officers who were doing the
shooting used sile ncers.
William Porter, a professor of
wildlife ecology at the State University
of New York College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, spoke next on
immunocontraception - the science
of vaccinating does against pregnancy.
Part biology lesson and part
practicum, his presentation pointed up
both the proble ms and the promise of
this relatively new technique.
The science, he said, is not all
that complex: the vaccine introduces a
foreign prote in into the animal's bloodstream, the body responds by producing antibodies, and these antibodies
essentially trick the hypothalamus into
thinking the doe is pregnant, thus
blocking the release of hormones that
cause ovulation. That's GN RH, one
type of immunocootraception under
study in New York State. The other is
PZP, which attacks the membrane of
the egg and prevents fe rtilization.
Administering the vaccine, he
said, is the tricky part.
First biolog ists have to find the
deer. They have to get within 60 feet,
the effective range of the dart gun.
They have to shoot it into the muscular hindquarters . ("It always works on
tele vision," he said. "That is because
on television they o nly show the ones
that work.") And with current technology, does need two injections the first
year and at least one inje ction in each
subseque nt year.
Contraception is more expe nsive
than bait-and-shoot prog rams, Snider
said, because it involves more animals
to ach ieve the population-control
res ult, and because a lot of manpower
must be invested in de live ring the
"booste r shots." Part of the ch allenge
is accurately estimating U1e dee r population, and the n figuring out how many
does must be contracepted to achieve
the desired population count. "ln
urban e nvironme nts we are going to
see strong pressure to minimize
costs," he said. "We will need to know
this information with hig h precision.
Do we need to take out 100 deer or
200 deer? The diffe rence in cost will
be appreciable."
And in the deer world , the re is no
reason to lly immunocontraception on
buc ks. he said . The rea son: "Deer are
polygam ous. Unless you contracept
every male , 100 pe rce nt, most of
those fe males will e nd up bearing
yo ung ." •

Jim Sn.Yder, biol og ist w it!J tile N. >~
Department Q/ En uironm ental
Conser vation

66 You can get
so1nejairlJ' dramatic reductions in deercar collisions
with a baitand-shoot
program. Car

mortality

continues to
be the 1najor
factor in
reducing deer
population. ''
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Less.o ns
learned
from an
infamous
envlronmental
crlsls

wenty years. Fo~, those who lived through.·thecrisis, • ·
and whose environmental actiVIsm' was efurged·by it, it
hardly seems possible that the. discovery ·o f the neigh- ·
borhood hazardous waste site known as Love.Canal
Catnf! tO light two Cleca1)es ago.
But Aug. 2, 1998, matked the 2~year.anniversary of .
the evacuation of residents· from that now-notorious
Niagara County, NY., neighborhooq. T.o commemorate'tln'! anniver8ar;y,
and l.!'!arn from the e}{penence; UB La,w School held a wide-ranging_conference: "The 20th ~niversary of Love C~na1: Lessons Learned.'' ·
The Oct. ~9, 1998, conference·wasjointlysponsored by_the·'LawSchool, the Environment and Society Instit:ute and the Buffalo
Environmental Law journal: It drew participants from fields as eliverse,,
as anthropology and medicine, industey and activism, law and govern,
ment. The1:e was ev.en a prertriere of filmma}5:er Lynn Corc9ran's documentary called "1ri Our 0W11.Baci{yard: The First L9ye C11nal."
Speakerschronie1ed the histocy ·o ftheuove Canal cdsis arufthe
- on sCi- '
response by the community. the govettunent and T,J.B; esearcn
ence' and health risks since the crisis; e1wiroimrental•social' movements
in those two decades; industrial policy, public policy and l~w; and a hopeful vision for tbe futtJ.re .

-

•

•
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Law School Dean R Nils Olsen, a
veteran of working with grass-roots e nvironmental grou ps~n oted in his introduction the many legacies of Love Canal.
Extensive legislation was passed regarding landfilling and disposal of solid
waste, and the federal government
established its Superfund program to
clean up contaminated sites. As regulators tightened their control over waste
disposal, the need for new and bigger
disposal sites has grown, sometimes pitting communities against each other
over where such sites will be located.
"'1l1is was a demand which was
hard to meet because of the public's mistrust and fears, which in significant part
were driven by their exposu re to the
Love Canal," he said. Finally, Olsen said,
Love Canal inspired the creation of community-based e nvironmental activist
groups that have been very effective in
giving citizens a voice in this vexi ng public-policy issue.
In one of the forums, industry representatives and activists gave their differing interpretations of how industry
has responded to the lessons of Love
Canal. Manufacturers have learne d the
hard way that "active cooperation" with
government regulations is best for the
bottom line, said Thomas Jen nings, corporate vice president of Occidental
Che mical Corp., successor to Hooker
Chemical, wh ich was responsible for the
toxic dumping at Love Canal.
"Retroactive responsibility," he said,
is expensive; accepting responsibility in
an ongoing way makes more sense. On
the same panel, activist Val Washington,
executive director of th e statewide
Environmental Advocates, charged that
industry's compliance is based largely
on self-interest - "but it's still a good
thing," she said.
Keynotr speaker David Hahn-

Baker, an independent political consultant on the national leve l working out of
Buffalo, noted: "Unfortunately for our
area, more people know about Love
Canal than know about the Erie Canal.
Love Canal is a legacy that we will live
with for a long time."
He said toxic crises still happen
throughout the United States, "but I am
not sure that our response is any different to toxic waste problems today." As
an example, he pointed to one East Side
Buffalo neighborhood built on the site of
an old factory that manufactured a purported syphilis cure containing arsen ic.
The deadly poison is still present in the
soil, along with alarmingly high levels of
lead. In another instance, a public housing project was di scovered to have a
"tremendous" lead problem in its pai nt
as well as asbestos problems. Buffalo's
housing authority decided not to allow
new tenants to move in, so as the usual
turnover took place. the re maining reside nts began to fear fo r their safety.
With those examples and more,
Hahn-Baker illustrate d the complexity of
toxic waste problems and th e public's
response to th em. "I think that Love
Canal was for many people the e nd of
their illusions," he said. "Activist Lois
Gibbs in particular speaks quite e loquently about Love Canal being the end
of her illusions about living the
American Dream. The government she
was counti ng on to protect her and provide answers le t her down."
1l1e specter of toxics in a quiet suburban neig hborhood also has galvan ized
several groups ove r th ese 20 years.
Hahn-Bake r said: politicians such as
Vice President Gore who have brought
e nvironmental issues into the mainstream; the religious community, wh ich
has brought its own brand of activism to
e nvironmenta lism; and especially, he
said , the grass-roots e nvironmental
move me nt. "Across the country thousands of groups like the Love Canal
homeowne rs. who have been very effective. came into being," he said.
'Whe n we look at the challenges of
the future. one of thP questions we haw
to answer is, what is the new American
Oream? What will bind us all togeth<•r,
that we all can share?"

''I

am not
sure that our
resp onse lS any

different
to tox ic waste
problems
today. ''

He detailed a "three-legged stool"
as one answer: e nvironme ntal protection economic developme nt and social
equlty. "In our world .. if you d~n:t keep
the economic part gomg, too, 1t JUSt
doesn't work. We need to find that
nex us where it is not jobs vs. e nvironment, but jobs and e nvironme nt. "
In thinking about the role of academia in responding to e nvironmental
problems, Hahn-Baker prai~ed such collaborative e fforts as the Environme nt
and Society Insti tute. 'This is the Cl-eation of a community that together can
_ . 11 ou t and identify the ..challenges
. ,
h
1eac
d find answers to them, e sa1c,1 · a nc1
I
II
.
an
through that collaborallon.' re a y rna <e a
d iffe re nce in ou r commumty.
"It is critical that we revie w what
has happened over the past 2~ years ~o
that we do not repeat those 1111stakes m
the future." •

•
Turn1ng
Corners

Ou r 109 th

Provost Thomas E. H eadrick
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B Law School's 1998
Comme ncement ceremonies - th e 109th
in a venerable tradition - marked a
tu rning point not
only for the g raduates, but fo r Dean Bar ry B. Boyer as
weU.
'lltis Commencement, on May 16,
1998, a t the Center for the Arts, was
Boyer's last as dean of the school. The
milestone did not pass unnoticed.
UB Provost Thomas E. Headrick, a
former Law School professor, characterized Boyer's tenure as "six years in
which the Law School progressed enormously in terms of its own development,
the addition of new faculty, the expansion of programming, the deve lopment
of its clinical outreach to the community
and its impact on various aspects of our
community and region. It has been an
exciting time in the Law School. I think
we owe Barry an enormous debt of
appreciation."
Noted Boyer with wry humor:
"They say that what doesn't destroy u ~
makes us stronger, so I think we are all

stronger people than we were three
years ag o" when the new g raduates
e ntered the school.
One thing that rarely changes is the
stude nts' c hoice of a faculty s peaker. By
popular acclaim, Professor Kenneth F.
J oyce took the podium and- eve r the
teache r - launche d into a discussion of
two pieces of case law, one involving
privileged parent-child communications ,
the other concerning a Buffalo woman
whose will directed that he r historic
house be de molished upon he r death.
''What does that all have to do with
you?" Joyce asked rhetorically. "Of
course, it has everything to do with you.
Because it is you who wiU be writing the
end of those stories- at least the next
chapter. And if not in those particu lar
stories, in countless other stories like
those stories. You will be writing those
c hapters as litigators, perhaps as judges,
per haps as legislators. More mundanely,
more likely and probably more importantly, you wi ll be writing the m for the
client of your office. You will be doing it
on the telephone, settling with the district attorney, settling with the he irs.
And in all of that you will be doing what
you have been prepared to do. which is

Professor /(enneth F. Joyce

Professor Bany B. Boyer

Am J· L. Dul'all '9S

S hawn O 'Buckley '9S
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lion. Rich ar d C. 11 esle.Y p resen ts llze k eynote address

to exercise power - to exercise power responsibly.
"We all know Jaws aren't picked up on the street corner. They are not found in
the index. They are made by people. And lawyers have a g reat deal to do with it.
"And I think, from the point of view of this particular class, that is wonderful. It
does not scare me to look at you. I, for one, think that not only can you do it, but you
can do it very well. And the reason is that you are good people. My experience, seeing it in your eyes, listening to the responses, eve n reading the scratches in your
blue books, makes me feel very comfortable with your being able to exercise that
type of power and influence.
"So pass the bar," Joyce concluded, "and get on with it."
The stude nt speake r, Shawn O'Buckley, drew laug hs when he compared the Jaw
school experience not to "The Paper Chase" but to "Gilligan's Island" - "every week
turning into an absurd, madcap episode." The Class of '98, he said. has its own personality. 'We actually car ed about things besides law school during our stay here.
We volunteered, we cle rked, we played softball, we didn 't let college g et in the way of
our education."
O'Buckley also made note of the rainbow of diversity that c haracterized the
class' three-year experience. 'When I heard the word ' diversity' at UB, I thought,
OK, sure, I'll play along. But when I walked into my first day of Intro to Lawye ring, I
observed that the Class of '98 was indeed diverse and unique.
"In that first-year class there was a retired Army infan try colonel, a woman who
owned her own business, a former dean of students, a nurse a nd a mailman. Seated
next to me were police officers, firefighters, teachers and businesspeople. And we
were the offspring of diverse parents. While many of us were th e sons and daugh ters
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f(im Nl. Slwj[er '98 receives her diploma
w ith the l1elp o.f her da ug hters
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of lawyers, doctors or other professionals, most of us were first-generation professional school. There was the daughter of a cop, the son of a carpenter, the children of
the working class as well as the white-collar parent. Our families suffered through
law school with us, and they are as excited as we are."
The afternoon's keynote speaker, the Hon. Richard C. Wesley of th e New York
State Court of Appeals, had his own set of distinctions. For one thing, he is the fir st
former New York State legislator to join the bench of the Court of Appeals, the state's
hig hest court.
The son of a truck driver fathe r and a mother who worked in a butcher s hop,
Judge Wesley received his J.D. degree in 1974 from Cornell Law School. His career
encompassed a few years of private practice, two terms in the State Assembly, election to the state Supre me Court and appointments as supervising judge of the criminal courts in the Seventh District, and the Appellate Division of the Supreme Cou rt
for the Fourth Department.
Looking out at a sea of graduates and their families, the jurist recalled h is own
class at Cornell in 1974: "It was primarily male; only five out of the 125 g raduates
were women. It was primarily white. And it was primarily made up of recent college
graduates. Today, law schools he re and elsewhe re strive to represe nt the emerging
America of the 21st century. Diversity is the key to the prosperity and continuing
validity of our profession as lawyers. This law school class bette r represents the
emerging diversity of our community. It is indeed a great leap forward in only one
generation."
The judge, whose practice years were spent in a small firm in small-town
Geneseo, then sobered the lawyers-to-be with his account of the personal side of the
business. "Your clie nts. corporate or personal, will look to you for advice, whether it
be ~n a merger or a divorce," Wesley said. "You will have to learn about your clie nts'
busmess o~ problct~, wh?tever it is, and know it as well as they do. You wi ll develop
close workmg rclahonsh1ps with all kinds of people that will last fo r years. For me.
that was the greatest pleasure of lawyering.

nan' R. Atford '98

Evely n Pennington '98, lej},
w ith Baflaati Pitt '98 and
Jasmine Pit/
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Lt. Erick DeLaVega '95

r·atTies newlywed w ik
l'eronica Rod rigue:: '98

"In the years ahead, some of you will feel the joy of a jury verdict fo r a severely
injured child, or the sorrow of comforting a famll y at the time of a loss of a loved one.
Lawyering is a human experience. There's no escaping it- it will take you to mountaintops and plunge you to valleys of despair. But through it all, people will look to
you for advice.
"My lawyering came to an end in 1987, when I went on the bench. But to this
day, I still hear from clients: a young g irl who was rendered deaf by a drug overdose,
a woman who went through a horrid divorce, a man who at one time furnished his
home with the profits of crime - he now works for a living. The proble ms of your
clients will be the story of your professional life."
Looking into the ever-changing world in which the new graduates will work,
Judge Wesley noted that "technology drives life today and it is perhaps presenting
us with unparalleled challenges in the law." For example, he pointed to in-vitro fertilization techniques in which a fertilized human egg can be frozen and stored for
years, yet still remain viable. So, he asked, if the conceiving couple divorces, who
gets the eggs? Taking another example, that of surrogate motherhood, Wesley noted
the several combinations of "parents" possible - donor egg, donor sperm, surrogate
mother. All of this human ingenuity, he said, has outpaced the law and created an
area of growth for lawyers willing to take it on.
"As technology changes our lives, it also has the opportunity to injure us,"
Wesley said. 'The interplay between technology and its impact on our lives will continue to be the focus of tort law into the 21st century." •
Assis tant D ean f/ene R. Fteisclzmann
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/l!arian 1"1. Ooming uez '98 (second.fmm ll:llJ and Jacqueline D.
1/of"lclwuscr '98, .far right.

Tricia A. l'acan ti '98,
IP./l, and J\1/w:l' Beth
{jf'i 111 /r•r '98

Class of 1998
receives awards
at UB Law
ongratulatio11s to the 48
students who received
awards at the
University at Buffalo
Law School1 998 commetzcement ceremony.
Corinne A. Carey,
of Buffalo, N.Y., received the Max Koren
Award, which honors the senior judged
by the faculty to be the outstanding
member of the g raduating class. This
award is supported by a gift from M.
Robert Koren, class of 1944, and son of
Max Koren.
Steven S . Grieco, of Buffalo, N.Y.,
received the ]oh1z N Bennett
Achievement A ward, presented to the

years, graduated from the Buffalo Law
School in 1919. He was widely respected for his public service activities. The
award has been endowed by his family.
Jodyann Jackson, of East Aurora,
N.Y., received the AdolfHamburger Law
Alumni Association Award, given to a
graduating senior whose academic
achievements in civil procedure and
whose compassion for people best
exemplify the qualities that Adolf
Homburger sought to instill in his students. Professor Hamburger, a native of
Austria, practiced law in Vienna before
coming to the United States in the late

Association Award, which commemorates William Laidlaw, a beloved professor an~ practitioner. Professor Laidlaw
taught on the law faculty from 1926 to
1962. The award is given to the student
who has the best performance in the
area of commercial law, as described by
the faculty, and is provided by the Law
Alumni Association.
Lourdes M. Ventura, of Corona,
N.Y., received the Kenneth A. Gomez
Memorial Award, presented in memory
of Kenneth A Gomez of the Class of
1990, who died suddenly in the summer
of 1989. The award is presented to the
law student who exemplifies Kenneth's
ideals of equality and justice for all
minorities. The recipient is chosen by
the Latin American Law Students
Association.
Kristin J . Long, of Buffalo, N.Y.,
received the Birzon Prize in Clinical
Legal Studies, presented in honor of

I en
member of the g raduating class, who, in
the judg ment of the faculty and the
dean. has exemplified the highest standards of the profession by virtue of
scholastic achievement, leadership and
dedication to the ideals of the Law
School. The award is named in honor of
John N. Bennett, Class of 1934.
Lourdes M. Ventura, of Corona,
N.Y., received the DaleS. Margulis
Award, presented to a member of the
grad uating class who has contributed
the most to the Law School and the community. DaleS. Margulis, a member of
the Class of 1982, died suddenly in
August 1982. To honor his memory, his
classmates, family and friends established this award. Candidates are nominated by members of the graduating
class, and the recipient is selected by
the deans.
Kathleen M. Bennett, of
Waterloo, N.Y., received the Charles
Dautch Award, presented to the graduating senior who has demonstrated the.
greatest proficiency in courses, ~xamma
tions and independent research m the
Jaw of real property. Charles Dautch, a
well-known lawyer in Buffalo for 61
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1930s. He then attended UB Law School
and graduated in 1941. He served the
Law School with exceptional distinction
as a member of the faculty from 1960 to
1977. The Law Alumni Association supports the award.
Angela M. Zwirecki, of East
Amherst, N.Y., received the judge

Matthew]. ]asetz Appellate Practice
Award, presented to the graduating
senior who in course work and Moot
Court competition has shown outstanding achievement in appellate advocacy.
The award is given in honor of Judge
Jasen, Class of 1939, and is supported by
his friends and fom1er clerks.
Kristin J. Long, of Buffalo, N.Y.,
received the David Kochery Award, provided by the family and friends of David
Kochery, who taught at the Law School
from 1953 to 1980. It is presented to the
graduating senior who has tai(en an
active part in the student community
U1rough service and involvement in one
or more student organizations, and who
has performed exceptionally well in
courses in civil procedure and remedies.
James E. Hanlon, of Clarence,
N.Y., received the Laidlaw Law Alumni

Israel and Irene Birzon, parents of Paul
Birzon, distinguished lawyer and adjunct
faculty member at the Law School. The
prize recognizes a member of Lhe graduating class who has demonstrated excellence in the Law School's clinical and
trial advocacy program.
1l1e Robert]. Connelly Trial
Technique awards are presented to those
students who have the best performance
record in lhe course in trial technique,
~s selected by their instructors. The
award is presented in honor of Robert].
C?nnelly, who was an exceptionally able
tnal lawyer prior to his tragic and
untimely death at age 44. The awards
are presented by U1e Eric County Trial
Lawyers Association. The Robert J.
Connelly Trial Technique Awards for
1997-98 were presented to Betty Calvo
of B~£falo, N.Y_., Jonathan Chung-Kay'
Chw, of Baystde, N.Y., Michael L
D'~co, of Cheektowaga, N.Y., Peter
J. Etsenhauser, of Buffalo, N.Y.,
Steven S. Grieco, of Buffalo N y
Shannon M. Heneghan, ofW~st.,
Seneca, N.Y., Jason P. Jaros, of West
Seneca, N.Y. , Thomas P. Kawalec, of
Buffalo, N.Y., Thomas M. Kent, of

,

Williamsville, N.Y., Robert L. LeHan e,
of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Robert
LoCicero, of Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,
Eric C. Naegely, of West Seneca, N.Y.,
Christoph er S. Nickson, of Amherst,
N.Y., Scott F. Riordan, of Tonawanda ,
N.Y., Ver onica Rodriguez , of Amherst,
N.Y., Robert A. Scalione, of Liverpool,
N.Y., Stephen A. Sharkey, of Olean,
N.Y., Theresa M. Wolniewic z, of
Clarence Center, N.Y., and Angela M.
Zwirecki, of East Amherst, N.Y.
Kathryn Bryk Friedman , of
Buffalo, N.Y., received the Carlos C.
Alden Award. Carlos C. Alden was dean
of the Law School from 1904-1936 and
Professor of Law from 1904-1955. The
award is presented to the senior who
made the greatest contribution to the
Buffalo Law Review, as decided by the
Law Review members.
Corinne A. Carey, ofBuffalo, N.Y.,
received the 1998 justice Philip Halpern
Award. Prior to becoming a justice of

exceptional. It is named to honor the
memory of Maurice Frey, a prominent
attorney who cared deeply about legal
education and taug ht at the Law School
for a number of years. He also worked
tirelessly in the community to ensure
that our legal system served and protected all members of our society:
Berger also received the Ethics
Award, selected by the dean upon recommendation of the faculty members
who teach courses in legal profession
and professional responsibility based on
either the best "written article, essay or
other exposition on the subject of legal
professional responsibility or legal
ethks" or "a substantial action or activity
in furtherance of legal professional
responsibility or legal ethics."
The Order of Barristers is a national
oralists honors society. The members
include students who have shown dedication and who have excelled in the art

and a small, commemorative plaque.
Mickey H. Osterreich er, of
Williamsville, N.Y., received U1e 1998
Moot Evidence Award, which is presented for the best performance in the area
of evidence as determined by the faculty. The award is given in honor of
Welles and Caroline Moot and in
remembran ce of Adelbert Moot, who
taught evidence in the founding years of
UB Law School.
Bridget E. Niland , of
Williamsville, N.Y. and E laine M.
Spaull, of Rochester, N.Y. were presented jointly with the judge William].
Regan Award, presented to members of
the graduating class who have demonstrated the greatest proficiency in
estates and surrogate's law, and who are
motivated by a strong concern for public
service and public welfare. The award is
named in honor of Honorable William].
Regan, Class of 1938, Erie County
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the New York State Supreme Court,
] ustice Halpern was dean of the Law
School and a member of the faculty for
27 years. The Halpern award is given to
a graduating senior for excellence in
writing on the Law Review. The winner
is determi ned by the Law Review members.
The Lavender Gavel Award was
established to recognize outstanding
efforts and accomplishments in the pursuit of lesbian and gay visibility, dignity
and civil rights. The Lavender Gavel
Award is presented by the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual Law Students Association. The
1998 Lavender Gavel Award recipient
was Kristin j . Long, of Buffalo, N.Y.
Anne Marie Bevilacqu a, of
Buffalo, N.Y., received the Prentice-Hall
Award, g iven to the student whose academic performanc e in the area of taxation
is outstanding , as recommend ed by the
faculty. The award is composed of books
on taxation provided by Prentice-Hall.
J ennifer L. Berger , of Smithtown
N.Y., received the Maurice Frey Award '
given ann ually to that m<'mber of the '
grad uating class whose academic performance in the area of family law is most

of oral advocacy and service to the Moot
Court Board. Each year, 10 students are
elected to membership in the organization. The newly elected members of the
Order of Barristers include J ennifer L.
Berger, of Smith town, N.Y., D .
Chris topher Decker, of Rochester,
N.Y., J essica A Desany, of Buffalo,
N.Y., Darci A Falsioni, of West
Seneca, N.Y., Leanne M. Gramlich, of
Amherst, N.Y., James E. H anlon of
Clarence, N.Y., Thomas M. Ken~ of
Williamsville, N.Y., Christoph er S.
Nickson, of Amherst, N.Y., Max T.
Ratennan, of Amherst, N.Y., J ennifer
C. Ruppel, of Buffalo, N.Y., and Angela
M. Zwirecki, of East Amherst, N.Y.
J ennifer L. DeCarli, of Minsdale,
N.Y., received the UB Law Alumni
Association 's GOLD Group Award, presented to a g raduating law student who
has demonstrated outstand ing leadership skills in advancing the mission of
the Law School and enhancing its reputation for excellence in legal education.
The winner's name is inscribed on the
GOLD Group plaqu e, which is displayed
in the Law Library. The recipient also
receives a special GO LD Group watch

Surrogate from 1963 to 1981. During his
long career in practice and on the
bench, he served the community with
great distinction. This award is supported from a fund donated by friends of
Judge Regan.
Law Faculty Awards are presented
by the faculty to those g raduating
seniors who have made outstanding contributions to the Law School communi ty.
T he 1998 recipients include: Frank J .
J acobson, of Wi lliamsville, N.Y., and
J ayS. Ovsiovitch , of Amherst, N.Y., in
recognition of their outstanding contributions to the establishm ent of UB
Law's New Curriculum, in particular the
criminal law concentration and the
Buffalo Criminal Law Center; Kenneth
Patrick Maher , of Buffalo, N.Y., in
recognition of his excellence in the
Affordable Housing and Community
Developme nt Law Concentration, combining intensive coursework, clinical
practice and research; Corinne A.
Carey, of Buffalo. N.Y., for her distinguished record of scholastic excellen~e
and pu blication, and her lasting contn butions to a wide range of Law School
activities and organizatio ns; Kris tin M.

Nowadly, of Orchard Park, N.Y., and
Shawn C. O'Buckley, of Elmira, N.Y.,
in recognition of their extraordinary conl:libution of time, energy and commitment to making the BPILP auction a
financial success, and Leila Hila!, of
Petoskey, Mich., for h er invaluable contributions to the Human Rights Center,
the International Law Concentration, the
National Lawyers Guild, and to scholarship and activism in human rights.
Law Faculty Awards were also presented to D . Christopher Decker, of
Rochester, N.Y., for playing a leading
role in galvanizing and directing fellow
students in the area of international law
and human rights; Kristin J. Long, of
Buffalo, N.Y., for acting as a courageous
spokeswoman for lesbian and gay rights
and women's international human
rights, and for h er work on issues con-

nected with special education and disabiLity; Erin M. Barclay, of Rochester,
N.Y., in recognition of her contributions
to the areas of domestic violence and
women's international human rights;
Kathleen M. Bennett, ofWaterloo,
N.Y., for h er unstinting work to reinvigorate the Buffalo Environmental Law
journal and to strengthen the
Environmental Law concentration;
David R. Fallace, of Amherst, N.Y., for
his tireless work to bring about improvements in the relations between the Law
School and the School of Management;
and Bridget E. Niland, of
Williamsville, N.Y., for he r exceptional
contJibution to the initial legal work of
the Buffalo City Charter Revision
Commission and as a delegate to the
NCAA. •

John Donner '98 with son Mallhew

35
Latin Honors Graduates for 1998
The following members of the 1998 graduating class at the U11iversity at
Buffalo Law School received Lati11 honors.
"Th ese students lza ue demonstrated 110t only exceptional talent, but also
outstandi11g commitment and self-discipline," said UB Law School Dem1 R.
Nils Olsen Jr. 'We expect th em to make a major contribution in their communities."
SUMMA CUM LAUDE: Corinne A. Carey a nd Steven S. Grieco
MAGNA CUM LAUDE: KaU1Ieen M. Benne tt, Kevin M. Doane, Kalh1y n B.
Friedman, J odyann Jackson Galvin, 81ian D. Gwitt. Bernard R. Hurwitz,
Frank J . Jacobson, Joel]. Java Jr.. John ]. Koeppel, Carol Messilo and Elaine
M. Spaull
CUM lAUDE: Kristin P. Allen. Jeremy ]. Best, Michael K. Bobseine,
Stephen Boyd, Georgia Caton, Je nnifer L. DeCarli, Mar a P. De rme, John R.
Gibbon J r., David T. Hutt, David S. Kelly, Thomas M. Kent, Kristin]. Long ,
Jay N. Malone, Michelle Maniccia, Gregory A. Maltacola, Cecily G. Malak.
Catherine E. Nagel. Christophe r S. Nickson. Bridget E. Niland. K1istin M.
Nowadly, Mickey H. Osten-eiche r. JayS. Ovsiovitch, Melanie M. Pe terson,
Max T. Rate1m an, Janice C. Razzolini, JeffreyS. Reese, Brian C. Re my,
James T. Ritzel. .Jeffrey A. Rosen bloom, Kimberly W. Sayoc. Amy I e nclall
Scoins, Stephan E. Seeger, Kath1y n L. Smiili, Pete r C. Trimarchi. Sand ra E.
Volta a nd Angela M. Zwirecki

Moot Court

gets real
Desmond competition takes up
actual Casey M artin case
case right out of today's
headlines served as the
basis for UB Law's hotly
contested 12th annual
Charles S. Desmond Moot
Court Competition, held in late October
1998.
It was the case of Casey Martin, the
professional golfer who sued the PGA
tour under the Americans witl1
Disabilities Act, seeking permission to
use a golf cart to accommodate a painful
malformation of the blood vessels in one
leg that hampers his ability to walk. "In
the past we have take n elements from
real cases and used them as the Moot
Court problem," said Marc Brown, a
third-year law student who is serving as
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president of the Buffalo Moot Cou rt
Board this year. "This year, for the first
time, we actually did take the real case,
which involved disability law."
Twenty-nine teams took part in th e
1998 competition. up slightly from the
previous year. ''There are two ways in
law school that you can really work a t
improving your oral skills - Moot Court
and the Trial Techn ique course," Brown
said. ''This competition provides an
added bonus for those students interested in litigation.''
The victorious team consisted of
two second-year stud ents, Leslie Swift
and Rachel Trapp, arguing for Casey
Martin. Runners-up were Brian McGrath
and Andrew Zakrocki.

Ua c/11'1 / i·upp '()() (ft:/1) and l.l•s/ir• Stoifl '{)()

"We didn't expect to win," Swift
said. ''The two gentlemen we were up
against in the final round are our friends.
so it really did n't matter if we won. We
just wanted the expe rie nce. In the final
round, we were n't very nervous at all.
"It was a very good case," Swift
said. ''The judges we re all familiar with
it. I did feel it was harder to make a good
case for the PGA s ide. The issues were
perhaps a little bit lopsided."
Said her partne r, Rachel Trapp:
"Leslie and I we re ve ry relieved when it
was over. It was a lot of work. It was all I
did during the week of the competition.
Leslie and I practiced a little bit in front
of each otl1e r a nd with our coach. 1l1ere
we re prac tice round s, too. We always try
to feel the judges out for the questions.
You do not wantlo be blindsided by a
question you are not prepared to
answer."
UB Law Professor Lucinda Finley,
faculty advise r to th e Moot Court programs this acade mic year. said another
new feature of this year's Desmond compe tition was the presence of a fi nalround judge from outside the area.
Hon. Arlin M. Adams. re tired from
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit. came to Buffalo fo r the competition. 'We wanted to increase tJ1e national profile of the Law School." Finley said.
"and I though t we should do what othe r
law schools do in similar competitions ,
which is to bring in judges from ou tside
the immedia te area.'' She had clerked
for j udge Adams aft er he r grad uation
fro m Columbia Law School. A wellknown fede ral judg e in Philadelphia. he
once was unde r close conside ratio n fo r a
U.S. Supre me Court seat. "He is considered among a ha ndful of ilie most d istinguished federal judges," Finley said.
Support from the local be nch and
ba r was substantial. Once again, the
competition attracted an impressive
array of local judges and attorneys,
including the Hon. M. Dolores De nman
'65. presiding justice of the Appellate
Division. 4th Department. who also
served as a fi nal-rou nd judge. as did
Professor Finley.
"We wanted to d raw upon not just
UB alumni but also graduates of other
law schools," said Ken neth A. Mann ing
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Brian S. McGrath '00
'77, who practices civil litigation with the
Buffalo law firm Phillips, Lytle,
Hitchcock, Blaine & Huber and who,
with James Gerlach '97, helped recruit
an d organize judges for the competition.
"In addition to those who have traditionally given their time to the program, we
invited others who haven't been involved
before. Because of these efforts, we
received a stronger response than we
had in the past.
"Where most of the education takes
place, in my judg me nt, is in the preliminary rounds," Manning continued,
"because very few participants make it
past U1e pre liminary rounds. \~hat we
we re trying to do as alumni was to g ive
the greatest benefit to the greatest numbe r of students." Now a standing committee of the UB Law Alum ni
Association, called the Moot CoUJt
Me ntoring Committee, will recruit
judges for fl tt-ure Moot CoUtt competitions and inc rease the interaction
between alumn i and students.
"Moot Court is one of U1e most
important are as for alumni involveme nt,"
said Marc Brown. the board president.
Organizing and running the competition,
he acknowledged. is "a big challengebu t when we gel such positive fe edback
from the competitors, it is worth it." •

l-Ion. M . Dolores D enman (lefl) and lion. ·trlin J\1. ,I dams
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fraud patrol

''

'm going to talk to you
about securities fraud.
'fbere's a lot of it. Business
is very good."
So began Edwin H.
Nordli nger, deputy regional director for the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Com mission's
Northeast Regional Office. He the n
launched into an eye-ope ning li tany of
the ways in which people are defrauded
by banking on that most American of
human failings: greed.
Nordlinger's keynote speech was
the centerpifce of 'The Prudent
Investor," an investment education conference presented at the University Inn
and Conference Center. The a mbitious
conference wa sponsored by the Gerald
and Sandra Lippes Endowment fo r
Entrepreneurial Law and Strategy. and
the Securities Clinic. a collaborative program of UB Law School and the LIB
School of Management. It was the fi rst
in a series of invc·stment t'ducation confc·rt•nces.

Attendees heard financial consultants, academics an d regulators address
a wide range of investme nt-related topics, from the nuts and bolls of saving for
retireme nt and education, to suc h strategies as asset allocati on and tax-advantaged investing, to the regulatory framework with in which all these transactions
take place. As the stock market
approache d all-lime highs and public
e nthusiasm for investing continues to
grow, it was a particularly timely subject
for a conference.
Amid that e nthusiasm, the SEC's
Nordlinge r sou nded some cautionary
notes. Securities fraud is a very rea l risk,
he said, and investors should beware of
a variety of scams.
"We are now concentrating on
microcap pe nny stock fraud," he said.
'These are small companies where the
price of the stock is small. and in this rising market it seems like an easy way to
make a lot of money. We have just
arrested 46 people who will face criminal
charges and we will be bringing 27 c ivil

cases as well.
"These people paid $33 million in
bribes to induce s ales of a stock to you.
They manipu lated the price of this stock;
they made material mis representations
about what stock was worth. They paid
brokerage firms who were g reedy and
took the bribe, and they told you to buy
the stock - but they forgot to tell you
they took money under the table to recomme nd it. You can imagine how impartial they are.

66 When
a client is
suspicio us
about an
adviser' s
activitie s,
people
typicall y call
the person
and ask, what
about this? But
a crook will
give you a good
explana tion.''
'Th ey own the s tock themselves.
and whe n it reaches high levels they sell
it. But you don't know it was rigged. so
you hold onto it. The price falls to the
bottom and you are s tuck with a lock
that is worth nothing.
··It's very hard to catch some of
these people because they are very
cl<:>ver."
Another scam to be aware of is
"cooking the book ... "The company
issues a financial document. but they
don't tf' ll it the way it is. In one case. the

company said they had boug ht another
company. They said it is a very good
company, worth $14 million. The problem is, they overestimated by $10 million. vVhy do they do this? Because the
more the company is worth, the more
the s tock is worth. Almost always, the
people who are cooking the books sell
the stock when it's hig h and leave you
holding it."
A scam that keeps popping up like
dandelions, Nordlinger said, is the Ponzi

t·:dtl'ill II. \ ordlinger. deputy regional
d in'c/or.forlltt' l .S. Semrilics and
f>'. rdw nge r:o111 111 ission 's \ orllll'as/
Negionctl (~flice

scheme . Investors buy into a promise of
incredible returns - 15 or 20 percent.
The first investors do indeed get back
their principal with interest. But it is not
com ing from any investment - it is
coming from money put in by the next
generation of inves tors.
"Obviously.'' he said. "just like a
chain letter. eventually it will explode." He
cited one Ponzi schenw in upstate Ne\v
York that cost investors ~700 million.

And beware of crooked investment
advisers, Nordlinger warned. ''The theo·
ry is that they are a trus ted person who
is s marter than you:· he said. When a
clie nt is sus picious about an adviser's
activities, "people typically call the person and ask, what about this? But a
crook will give you a good explanation.
You can write or call the firm ins tead.
They mal<e so much money, they do n't
have to cheat. They want to get r·id of
the bad apple. I am not talking abou t an
investme nt that doesn't g ive you the
return you wanted. I am talking about
stealing or cheating."
Regulators are also on the lookout
for ins ider trading: Nordlinger told of a
psychiatrist in New York City whose
patient was the wife of a very successful
bus inessman. ''She says, 'I love Sandy
but I am not happy that he buys and
sells companies. and we have to move to
a diffe rent city.· So the psychiatrist asks,
'What company and what city?' He actually bought stocks on that in fonnation .
Not only did the SEC bring charges. but
the U.S. attorney also brought criminal
charges agains t him."
Fraud can occur with municipal
securities: Two officials in yracuse,
Nordlinge r said, issued mu nicipal bond s
and overstated the city's finances by $24
million. The SEC broug ht charges. The
officials protested, saying that the bond::;
we re all paid off with interest - nobody
was ha rmed. "But: when bonds are sold.
they pay interest. It is based on ris k. You
are willing to risk more if you th ink you
can get a much better retu rn. You we re
cheated out of interest here because the
bond was riskier than was represented ."
So it goes in th e life of lhl' securities
regulator.l11e agency, Nord linger said,
lrie to settle cases raU1er th<m take them
to court. Nationwide. he said. each year the
SEC brings only about 450 to 500 cases.
The prefetTed disposition is for Uw offPnder to pay back the money. with interest.
and be assesscd a one-timt' penalty.
"Buying s tocks and bonds is like
falling in low," he condudecl. "You nePd
low. It 's tough to avoid s tul'i<s and
bonds." •
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in UB Law's new
securities clinic
ecognizing the importance of serving the
local investing community, including investor's
of modest means, the
University at Buffalo
Is of Law and
Manage ment have opened a Securities
Clinic to provide both legal assistance
and investment education to local
investors. It is intended to compleme nt
the recently established Center for the
Study of Business Transactions, also a
join t effort between the Law School and
School of Management.
The clinic, one of only three in the
nation, is membe r of the Pilot
Arbitration Securities Clinic Program
sponsored by the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission. It is the only
clinic in the SEC's pilot program that
has an Investment Education Service
designed to provide an unbiased education about the variety of investments
available and how to evaluate whether
tlwse invt"stments me<>t an investor's

goals and objectives.
The Investme nt Ed ucation Service
will co nduct regu lar public seminars on
topics related to effective investing, as
well as issue a newsletter addressing
basic issues pertaining to effective
investing and analyzing new investme nt
opportun ities.
'The Securities Clinic will be nefit
both the local investing community and
students," said Che ryl Nichols, a lecture r in the Law School and co-director of
the clinic with Joseph Og de n, UB associate professor and chai r of the
Department of Finance and Managerial
Economics.
"Investors will receive quality legal
assistance and unbiased investment
information, while students will acquire
knowledge and skills in securities, a
sophisticated and complex area of law
and business."
In ad dition to the education service,
the clinic will offer a Dispute Resolution
Service to provide legal representat ion
to investors who cannot afford legal

Cllery/ Nich ols, a lecturer in the Law
School and co-director oj the clinic

·ector
ic, is a l B associate prqfessor and
rhair of the /Jepartment oJFinance and
iVhuzagPria I Jt;ronom ics

''Investors
will receive
quality legal
assistance and
unbiased
investment
information,
while students
will acquire
knowledge and
skills in
securities, a
sophisticated
and complex
area of

law and
business.''

assistance in resolving disputes with
investment professionals, who do not
feel comfortable represe nting themselves in an arbitration or mediation proceeding, and whose claims are too small
($25,000 or less) to be pursued cost
effectively by the private securities bar.
The Dispute Resolution Service will
aid investors in resolving disputes with
investment professionals through arbitration, mediation, and the preparation
of letters of complaint to the appropriate
industry self-regulatory organizations
an d/ or government agencies.
Clinic services will b e provided by
third year law students and graduatelevel management students - many of
whom are in the joint JD / MBA degree
program.
In addition to the clinical work, students will meet weekly to cove r the substantive law, develop practical legal
skills and evaluate var ious investm ent
instruments.
The co-directors of the clinic also
will be able to provide technical assistance and training on securities issues
to private attorneys and investment professionals.
Nichols, an NASD Regulation, Inc.
arbitrator, and a forme r senior e nfo rcement attorney with the SEC, has more
than eight years of experie nce in the
financial services industry. She is a
membe r of the Public Investors
Arbitration Bar Association ("PIABA"),
and has an MBA degree from the
University of Miam i, as well as a J .0.
from Georgia State University.
Ogden has testi fied in litigation
cases involving investor-broker disputes, has written extensively on various topics concerning the financial markets- including bond, fu tures and
options pricing- and has won several
research awards, including the
American Association of Individual
Investors (AAII) Award of U1e Financial
Management Assoc iation for Best Paper
in Investments. He alsu is on the editorial board of the journal of Financial
Engineering.
Cheryl Nichols can be reached at
645-3193 or cnichols®acsu.buffalo.
edu •
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member of America's
most prominent political family came to UB
Law School to put a
human face on a s ubject that has become
er life's work: the
struggle for human rights worldwide.
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo - the
daughter of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy who
grew up to marry Andrew Cuomo, son of

A question
of rights
42

Kerry Kennedy
Cuomo advocates

for human rights

~

New York Gov. Mario Cuomo- s poke
in the firs t-floor O'Brian Hall auditorium
to an audie nce enraptured by her tales
of individuals who are resis ting the powe rs of oppression in Kenya, India, South
Africa and oth er nations. Her appearance was sponsored by the University's
active Human Rights Center.
"At a time of dim inished idealis m
and growing cynicis m about public service, Ms. Cuo mo's li fe history is a testament to the commitment to the basic values of human rig hts," said UB Law
Professor Makau Mutua, a friend of the
speaker.
"Kerry's life has been devoted
exclusively to the vindication of equal
justice. to the promotion and protection
of basic rights, and to the preservation
of the rule of law. When I first met Kerry
about 10 years ago in New York City, I
was struck by her humility, which she

~

carries with her to thi~ day. She is the

f.

one person I know who believes- with

"l
1)i

.,

no reservations - that we have to be
idealistic, that we have to advocate, and
that we have to seek to protect ti10se
who are the least among us."
Ke rry Ke nnedy Cuomo spoke in life
stories, detailing the miseries and the
stmggles to overcome oppression of a
handful of people whose lives illustrate
ti1e very real issues at stake. T here was
the young Tibetan woman, for example ,
who while walking down a street in
Lhasa saw a protest gatheling of monks,
and joined them in shouting pro-Tibetan
slogans. The Chinese army arrested
them all and sente nced her to ti1ree
years in prison.

f(en :r f(en n edy Cuomo

t'lil(/'e n;

"The child was never allowed to see
his family. Crouched over this loom 14
hours a day, seven days a week, he sustained permanent back damage. His skin
was covered with lesions because of the
filth on the factory floor. He started to go
blind because the lighting was so bad.
They kept him on a starvation diet,
thinking that ti1at would make him work
harder. \i\Then he spoke to any of the
other kids on the facto ry floor he was
beaten .
"Eventually, two of his younger
brothers also were sent to ti1e factory.
When he turned 14, he decided the time
had come for them to escape. \i\Thile his

wit li Prqj'essor t\/aka u Mutua

"In prison, she wrote pro-T ibetan
songs and recorde d them, signed her
name to them and s muggle d the m out of
priso n. Once they got into the Tibe tan
co mmunity, they were a tremendous
sou rce of stre ng th and hope fo r the people in Lhasa. Of cou rse, th ey eve ntually
made it into the Chinese army's hands.
She was sentenced to an extra 12 years
in jail, wh ich is where s he is today.
Twelve years for a song."
And s he told a long, compelling
s tory from India, where a leading advocate for th e abolition of child labor has
e mancipated 40,000 people, including
30,000 childre n, from forced labor in the
pas t decade .
'There was a fam ily who couldn 't
afford to pay rent and feed their children. They borrowed money from the
owner of a loca l carpet factory. Not having collateral, they agreed to let ilie ir 6year-old son worl< in the factory to help
pay off the loan.

brothers made it, he was caug ht. They
beat him, burned him with cigarette
butts an d branded him on three parts of
his body so he would know to whom he
belonged.
"In ti1is business, some times you
hear the words 'uns peakable tortu re'
bandied about," said Ke nnedy Cuomo.
'This was truly unspeakable torture. As
a res ult, he los t his capacity to s peak.
''\¥hen his younge r brothers re lated
what had happened, the family and
towns people brought in an activist, who
org anized a raid on the factory and
emancipated 13 child ren. Fortunately,
six monU1s late r, the boy regained his
ability to talk."
It is s tories like those. Kennedy
Cuomo said. that put a human face on
what the struggle is about. ''These
activists s hare a co mmon purpose." s he
said. "They are seeking what is theirs as
members of the human family. their fundamental human rig hts."

The United Nations Declaration on
Human Rights, issued just after World
War II (and drafted by Eleanor
Roosevelt) , put forth five kinds of rights
considered inviolable: the right to be
free from violations of one's physical
integrity; torture, execution and arbitrary disappearance; freedoms of expression, association and travel; the light to
economic, cultural and social well-being;
and the light to select leaders by free
and fair elections.
'The United States, I believe, more
than any other nation, has a responsibility to protect human rights, because we
were fo unded by people who were persecuted for their religious and political
beliefs," Kennedy
Cuomo said.
"Not only is it right,
it is s mart. Supporting
human rights worldwide shows the United
States is serious about
the mle of law in its
international treaties; it
promotes worldwide
peace and stability, and
it is an effective antidote
to ti1e mounting problem of international
refugees."
One way for individuals to join ti1e fight is to
pressure our own government to behave
responsibly, such as in
its dealings with China
- a place, s he said,
with an abysmal track
record on human
rig hts. One example: 'They adminis ter
capital punis hment by g iving the condem ned an injection which will stop
their blood from coagulating. Then they
s hoot them through the back of the
head. They quickly take out all the
organs, preserve them, and then s hip
them to the United States and other
countries and sell them at a profit. And
then they charge the family for the cost
of the bullet. "
T he challenge for those working to
change the world for the bett er, s he
said, is to never forget the individuals
whose lives are affected.
"Sometimes in the human rig hts
fie ld we te nd to be very academic. and
we don't really U1ink about, 'What
impact is thi s going to have on someone? Is someone going to be free as a
result of my work?' 'fhat is always a
question that we have to as k ourselves.
Othetwise, we have great laws on papl•r,
but has anything really changed?" •
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he first clue was the metal detectors hardly standard equipment at a Center
for the Arts lecture.
But when the speaker is an FBI
agent who spent six years infiltrating the
Bonanno organized-crime family in New
York City, the precautions made sense.
And Joseph D. Pistone, whose undercover work as jewel thief Donnie Brasco
led to more than 100 convictions of
mob figures in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, didn't disappoint those in
the nearly fu U house who came hoping
to hear the inside story of how organized
crime works.
Pistone's appearance was sponsored by UB Law School's Criminal
Law Society, with the University
Union Activities Board.
Chewing gum and wearing
sunglasses, Pistone stood on a
stage flanked by security guards
and fo r two hours told stories and
Je Was
to esca
answered questions on his most dangercertain Pe detection
ous assignment. His proudest achieveese oper:~ecution.
ment as Donnie Brasco, he said, was
thought ons Were
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esald "li.rv1d as
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A different drum
Buffalo Law Review Symposium
addresses issues of Native American life

46

tlmong the current editors of the
Bu1Ta lo Law Review are, lejl to
right: Nancy ; 1. antarelli '99, business editor; Amy C. Mar/ache '99,
assistant executive editor: Dennis
/(. Schaeffer '99, assistant executive
editor; Nicole D. Sc/u'eib Mayer '99,
head note and comment editor;
Robert./. Gut owski '99, e.ucutive
editor; and Elizabeth A. Reiter '99.
editor-in-c/lief

he law and poljtics. Taxation
an d casinos. Land claims
and sovereignty.
Anyone who lives near
Native American lands
knows the thicke t of thorny issues that
arise as the diffe rent cultures of Native
and non-Native peoples seek to live side
by side. Those issues are especially
apparent in Western New York, whe re
the Seneca Nation of Indians has vigor-

T

ously contested New York State's
de mand that Natives collect sales taxes
on cigarettes and gasoline sold on the
reservation to non-Natives.
The third annual Buffalo Law
Review Symposium took those continuing te nsions as a starting point for its
program titled "Law, Sovereignty, and
Tribal Governance: 1l1e Iroquois
Confederacy." Covering a wide range of
issues related to Native law and political

realities. Participants included attorneys with an interest in Native issues,
his torians, anthropologists, tribal re presentatives and officials of the state and
fede ral governments.
As Dean Barry B. Boye r noted at
the start of the second day's activities,
"Universities can be places whe re people of different backgrounds and differe nt ideas can come together and have
discussion and maybe come to be of
one mind."
A panel discussion at U1e
Un iversity Inn and Conference Center
began the symposium, and a qu ick tour
throug h a few of the patticipants' theses points up the breadth of scholars hip re presen te d:
• W illiam Fenton , distinguished professor of anthropology e me ritus at the
State Unive rsity of New York at Albany,
and author of the newly publis hed Tile

66Land is the

issue," Lyons
said. "Land has
always been the
issue, and as
long as y ou
have land,
y ou are g olng
to have to

fight

for it.,,

Great Law aud the Louglwuse: A
Political History of Iroquois Politics,
s poke on the Treaty of Canandaigua, an
ofte n overlooked agreeme nt that has
prove d pivotal in litigation ove r Indian
land claims in th is part of New York.
• Laure n ce Hauptman , professor of
his tory at the State University of New
York College at New Paltz, spoke of a n
1891 case, Seneca Nation of Indians vs.
Harri son B. Ch ristie, that "had the e ffect
of s hutting the Seneca Nation and all
other Iroq uois out of the federal court s
until 1974,'' whe n it was overturned by
th e U.S. Supre me Court.
• Oren Lyons, a professor of Ame rican
studies at the University at Buffalo.
spoke movingly about some tribal
wampums held in a state museum in
Albany - "wampums that should have
been home . ... It took us 19 years of hard
work to gel those wampums back, and it
was hard work. But we got those belts
back in 1989." He added: "Indian people
are g iving up jurisdiction. giving up thei r
sovereignty. through gaming contracts
and othe r agreements."
• Robert Venables, a professor of
American s tudies at Cornell University.
noted that among Native peoples.
"Sovereignty is not just politics. not jus t
law- it's a spiritual issue. It goes
be yond the nwasure of what the white
court s would say sovereign ty is."

• And Mary Druke-Becker , a research
anwropolog ist for the lroquois Indian
Museum in Schenectady, N.Y.. noted
w at alU1oug h we often conceive of U1e
Iroquois Confede racy as a uni.fied e ntity,
"there is much evidence for the autonomy of individual nations wiU1in the
Confederacy. I would like to s uggest
that this is an integral part of the
Co nfederacy structure."
th its s~cond day, the
symposrum moved
back on campu s to the
Center for T omorrow.
Seminars addre sed
the topics of Iroq uois land claims,
Iroquois tax issues, sovereig nty issues
and Iroquois governance . with nearly
two dozen presenters bringing their perspectives to the podiu m.
An introductory lecture by
Professor Lyons set the tone for the day.
The Iroquois Confederacy, he began. is
"one of the o rig inal democratic g-overnments in the world, and probably the
oldest continuously standing gov('rn·
ment in the world today. There was

W

democracy here when kings were fighting and women were bei.ng burned as
witches in Massachusetts. Here there
was what was calle d w e Great Peace."
Governance of we Confederacy, he
said, "was based on the principles that
still guide their leadership: peace, equity, justice and a good mind, that's what it
is. Justice, that's what it is.
"But land is the issue," Lyons said.
"Land has always been the issue, and as
long as you have land, you are going to
have to fight for it." He detailed the history of We process by which the federal
government has availed itself of land w e
Natives considered theirs - a process,
he contended, that has resulted in "the
loss of two-th irds of U1e Indian land in
America. The methods have differed,
but the purpose is to assimilate all
Indian lands into the United States or
Canada. T hat has always been the purpose."
Lyons expressed suspicion toward
We idea that Native Americans should
take U1e oath of U.S. citizenship, saying:
''Treaties are made between nations. If
you are a c itizen of a nation, how can
you make a treaty with yourse11? It is a
ve ry simple equation, but it seems to be
lost on everyone but the chiefs. They
said no, we mu st re tain our identity ."
As Native people move into s uch
indus tries as gasoline and tobacco sales.
and e ·pecially casino gam ing, he said:
"Free e nterprise is n't (ree at all.ll1ere is
always a price.'' Quoti ng from ilie pu blication World watch. he said. "Of the 100
~ealth iest e ntities in the world today. 5 L
arc corporations and 49 are countries .
The balance is moving toward the corporate state.
"What does that mean ? It means
that eco nom ics are controlling the direction of everyone's life today. vVhat is the
basis of capital? Is it money? Is it banks?
No. 'll1at capital is based on the natural
resources of w e Earth- trees, fish.
water. Fundamental life-giving
resources. That is what your capital is.
and le t me tell you. that capital is finit('.
fhere is on ly so much of it. and expansion cannot go on.
"Well. I guess it can go on. but it
conws at the expens<' of someon('. and
that is thl' next )Zl'rH'ration." •
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A legacy

of pride
Students of color honor professo rs
ust before the candle-lighting
ceremony that has become one
of UB Law School's most moving traditions, law student j enny
Lancaster, her voice filled with
emotion, read an ins pirational Maya
Angelou poem. "And Still I Rise":

J
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"You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirl
But still, like dust, I'll rise ... "
It was the annual Stude nts of Color
Recognition Dinner, and the latest class
of about-to-be grad uates gathered to
toast their achieveme nts and look to life
beyond law school.
The d inner is a joint project of four
organizations representing minority law
students: the Asian-American, Latin
An1e rican, Black and Native American
law s tude nt associations. Th is year's
event took place at the University Inn
and Conference Center.
Two Law School professors, Makau
Mutua and Charles Carr, were honored
with the jacob B. Hyman Award for their
encouragement and mentoring of students of color. Mutua was honored as
"an ou ts tand ing professor for his enthusiastic willing ness to take on a variety of
roles. He has opened his heart and
home to us. and he rarely separates himself from his doct.rine." Carr similarly
was lauded as "an unsung hero. He regularly commits acts of pure altruism. He
does good things for people because he
cares about them and he cares for our
community."
Doris A. Carboneii-Medina '87. a
former member of the Latin American
Law StudPnts Association. gave the
kc'ynole addrPss. Aftc·r practicing law for
c·ight yc·ars fo llowing graduation. with

Adjunct
Associate

Professor
Charles E.
Carr

Tas//(/ K Moure '98

J.eila A. /lila / Wl rt'cfires {!{/1./iwn Ael'in I. !lsi

·oo

Prisoners Legal Services of New York
and in private practice, CarboneiiMed ina now works for Preventionfocus
Inc., a drug, alcohol and pregnancy prevention agency that provides educatiou
and counseling to women, young people
and families. She runs worksh ops on
youth developme nt and life skills in
schools and the community, working
with teen-age g irls, teen-age mothers
and the ir fa milies.
At the Stude nts of Color Dinne r,
her message was a heartfelt and personal one.
"Your community, your family and
your frie nds will now look up to you ,"
she told the g raduating stude nts, "and
they will look to you, for you have
achieved a privileged status in society
an d you have attained a very prestigious
Litle. You have come vety far. but there
is still so far to go."
Carbonell-Medina noted the
vagaries of the career path, saying: "I
have not pursued a traditional course of
career such as others would have. I
g uess U1at's because I am in the middle
of my own journey and in the midd le of
my own career, and in tTansiLion.
"One th ing about my life is that God
has always been in it. I am not one of
U1ose people who developed wiU1out
faith . That is because my life did not
allow it. I have been broug ht to my
knees, so to s peak. and that is whe re I
remain.
"People are fallible. and they will let
you down. Material things are unre lia ble. J\1oney and powe r and position
come and go. Put your trust in the Lo rd .
" If you find love. do eve ty1hing you
can to keep it. Nurture it. weed it. feed it.
re plant it and he lp it g row so it will
remain consta nt in your life. There arc
so few things in life thai actu ally do
bring you joy and that wi ll help to contribute to the substance of your life and
what is really important."
Carbone ii-Meclina also deal t with
orne practical issues for the new
lawyers. ''Before you e mbark on this
U1ing called a career," she advised the m.
"tty to realize that you are alienating
yo urself. The c ircu mstances will be s ud1
that you wiii Pxist in a sl'paratl' univl'rSl'.
Nobody will bt• abk to relate· to you
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'' Leade rship
does not mean
politics,
althou gh it is a

necessary
past ime if
you want to get
places. ''

50

except other lawyers. Co nsider whe n
you're being nasty, incorrigible and
intolerable to live with. Because your
pe rsonality will manifest those cha racteristics- if it doesn't already!
"Leadership does not mean politics,
although it is a necessary pastime ii you
want to get places. J ust I.Jy not to sell
your soul, because you r soul will definitely be up for grabs."
Finally, Carbone ll-Medina drew on
her experience in working with teenagers to g ive this advice:
"As an attorney, please give ti me to
young people and child ren, and be leaders to them. Your commu nity needs you
to volunteer your time. Our fu ture lies
with our children and young people. II
you have a positive effect on a child, you
will he lp seven generations of th at
child's family. Seven gene rations of that
child's family! And that is something to
be re me mbered for."

l .t:/ltfJ ri~l/1" f, t·rald 11/u•la n .lr '98. lnunit·a Nt~dri{!Ut'::. 'IJ8. \,/a rl in
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The evening concluded with the u·aditional candle lighting cere mony, in
which the third-year stude nts passed on
their "legacy" to stude nts who will continue at UB Law School, secure in the
knowledge that their educational journey is in good company. •
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elebration of the best of the past year's work, and an entertaining
tribute to one of UB Law School's premier professors, marked the
ninth annual Law Review Alumni Dinner.
It was a good year for the Buffalo Law Review. Under the leaderhip of Editor in Chief Kathryn Bryk Friedman, the journal published three issues- Nos. 1, 2 and 3 of Volume 45 - and at year's end two others were in the works. Articles included three by UB Law School professors
Michael]. Meurer, John Henry Schlegel and James B. Atleson, and two by UB
Law students Gregory T. Miller and Abbie J. Chessler. In addition, the Law
Review sponsored a significant symposium, ''Law, Sovereignty and Tribal
Governance: The Iroquois Confederacy," which dealt with the legal issues and
politics at the center of current confrontations among members of the Iroquois
Confederacy, New York State and the federal government.
At the dinner, held at the Buffalo Club, former Dean Barry B. Boyer was
thanked for his support for the journal. In accepting a plaque, Boyer said, 'The
Buffalo Law Review is one of the major vehicles that communicate what the
University at Buffalo Law School is all about, both to the legal profession and the
outside world. You have done superb work with very limited resources."
Friedman then introduced Albert R Mugel '41, a senior partner in the
Buffalo law firm Jaeckle, Fleischmann and Mugel, and a UB Law School professor for more than 50 years. Mugel, a specialist in tax law, estates and futu re
interests, was honored "for his years of dedication and commitment to teaching
at the Law School."
"Even though classes are much larger today than they we re 50 years ago,"
Friedman said, "his impact is still intensely felt by his students . A class taken
with AI Mugel is regarded as more a rite of passage than an academic exe rcise.
"He, unlike some professors, does not teach because it is his career. He is
one of those rare professors who teaches because of a passion (or the law and a
devotion to helping young lawyers. It is for his passion and his commitment that
we are honoring him today."
Accepting his award to thunderous applause, Mugel e ntertained the afterdinner audience with some reflections on the work of the Law Review, leavened
with a substantial helping of hwnor.
"Over the years the Buffalo Law Review has done such a g reat deal." he
said. "Law Review is really a career-long experie nce. Whether you are puttin g
out the publication or doing research or editing, the standards that you achieve
in Law Review you are not always going to be afforded the luxury of time to
accomplish whe n you are in practice. Your Law Review expe rie nce is probably
the best crede ntial that you have in securing either e mployme nt or a clerkship
\vilh a judge. It shows not only that you have a good grade record , but also that
you have experie nce in research, writing and editing.
"Many people have heard me say that the best way to do research is to start
with a casebook and look to the concepts that surround the question. Today the
movement of the law is so fast, particularly in the tax area, that the casebooks
are out of date. But U1e law reviews are up to date."
As an aside, Mugel recalled an earlier time al]aeckle, Fleischman n when
the firm first installed LEXIS-NEXIS legal-research software. The hourly rates
were lower in U1e eve ning, h~ sai~, so a lot of the lawyers worked at night. Ever
playful, Mugel said he put a lunenck on the computer:
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771ere was a young lawyer from Texas
Who in the evening worked on his LEXIS.
To get lower rates
He missed all his dates
And 11ever discovered what sex is.
"Judges and legislators fin d that law reviews are exceptionally helpful," he
went on. "Because all they see are b1iefs, which are adversarial documents and
attempts to persuade them one way or another. By looking at a question they
have and fmding a law review aiticle that discusses it, they have the opportunity
to get a relatively objective review of the question, and this is very helpful.
Because it is a law school publication, there is a presumption that it is objective.
"I think you are all to be congratulated. I must say this is a great honor. The
Law School is ve1y imp01tant to me, and I think U1e Law School is going places in
the next centuty. We are all ve1y proud of the progress that has been made." •
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n an era of growing suspicion
toward "big govemme nt," a long.lime Washington insider came to
the University at Buffalo on Oct.
26. 1998, to deliver a hig hly
charged account of one federal agency's
activist role in American life: the fede ral
Food and Drug Administration.
Peter Batt on Hutt , who grew up in
Kenmore, N.Y., serve d as chie f counsel
for the FDA from 1971 to 1975. Now he
specializes in food and drug law in his
practice with the Washington law firm
Covi ngton & Burling, a nd teaches on
that subject at Harvard and Stanford law
schools. At his lecture in the Ce nter for
the Arts, jointly sponsored by UB Law
School and the university's dental
school, Hutt told how an agency that
began in the 1830s as a rrtinor offshoot
of the U.S. Pate nt Office has since grown
to become "the single most impotiant
component of government that we have
in our society . The FDA regulates 25
percent of the American economy," he
said. "That is a staggering figure when
you thi nk of it."
Its charge is to regulate foods,
drugs and medical devices, but fa r from
its activist role of today, the early FDA
served as a "policeman" forcing food
manufacturers and distributors to clean
up their act and prevent adulteration of
the nation's food supply. It was afler 120
people died in one day in.September
l 937. when tht> introduc tion of a new
drug proved poisonous. that Congress
passed laws requiring that the government be notified befo re new drugs were
introduced to the marketplace.
What followed was a steady expansion of the fDA's powers, Hutt said, as
thl' agPney broaclen<'d its reach to cont!'Ol l)(•stirid<· r<·sidues o~ food. fo~Jd
additiws and colorings. tn troducttons of

I
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new drugs, and finally
medical devices.
Congress decided that
none of these drugs and
devices should go on
the mar ket witl1out
FDA approval, hence
the agency's powerful
new role as gate keeper
and ru le-make r to thi s
lucrative industry.
'These we re
statutes," Hutt said,
"that usually were crealeel in a crisis altnosphere, because of one
tainted product or one
consume r who was made sick."
For decades, he said, the agency
was the focus of de bate over the "drug
lag" - many drugs widely available in
Europe were not sold in the United
States, a fact many blamed on the great
numbe r of FDA regulations gove rni ng
the testing and approval of pharmaceuticals. "It is unclear," he said, "whe the r
the drug lag's net effect is positive or
negative. One opinion is that the
American people must be protected at
all costs, and if the cost of that is delay in
the introduction of new medical technology, so be it. You can always find a drug
or device that has hu rt someone. Those
are real pe ople and you can fi nd the m.
What you can't find , and what no newspaper ever emphasizes, are those people
who are harmed by the delay in medical
technology."
The issue came to the forefront in ·
the latE' 1980s and e arly 1990s, he aid.
largely bE'cause of grass-roots activism
by the gay communi ty in response to the
Al DS crisis. "P<'opll' began to realize the
drug lag is not an abstract problem," he
said. Gay attivists marched on the

agency, some eve n chaining themselves
to the fron t door of the FDA build ing in
Wash ington, demanding accele rated
approval for promising anti-AIDS dm gs.
The agency responded, and in subsequent years advocates for other ill
Americans, suffering from such maladies as cance r and heati disease, added
their voices to the chorus pushing for
faster dmg approvals.
Meanwhile, Hutt said ,
the Republicans'
Congressional "budget
revolu tion" was flatteni ng
FDA's spending allocation. At the same time.
the White House has proposed such new progra ms as a food safety
in itiative, and next-generation issues such as gene
the rapy a nd cloning are
demand ing attention.
The age ncy, squeezed for
resources, broke with
tradition and began to
charge user fee s for newdrug applications. 1l1e
FDA hi red 500 ne w drug reviewers a nd
cu t its review time for applications in
hall- a huge savings for drug companies, he said. Because it is so expensive
to introduce a new drug , faster approval
increases the firms' return on investmen t rapidly.
Hutt told U1e audience of about 65
people that the latest revision in ~he .
age ncy's work, the FDA Modern tzalton
Act of 1997, among othe r things a llowe d
the sale of die tary suppleme nts withou t
FDA approval - a blow to the agen.cy.
which had waged a 75-year war agamst
such product s as being useless.
Other reforms have been enacte d.
and more have been urged by various .
inte rests. but still, Hutt said, "we hav~ 111
a true sense no cohe rent pharm~ceu~cal
policy in this count ry. The FDA.ts trymg
hard to do its job the same way tt has
done for the past century. The single
g reatest need is leadership at the top of
the FDA. We need a leade r who does
not see regulation as confro ntati_on_. but
rathe r as coopE'ration and negottatton.
"Afte r all. it is thE' healtl1 of the ,.
Ametican people we are tall<ing about. •

Combating
juvenile crime
Youth official argues for
comprehensive solutions
B l ASSOCIATE PIIOFESSOII TEI\1 i\ I ILLEII
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wendolyn Chunn, the hig hest-ranking offic~al r~spon
sible fo r preventmg JUVenile delinquency in the
state of North Carolina,
oiTered her candid assessme nt of problems plaguing her field during an
intense three-day visit to the Law School
in October. As director for the stale's
Health and Human Se1v ices' Division fo r
Youth, Chunn oversees North Carolina's
training schools and secure detention
facilities, an d re ports directly to the governor. For th e past 10 years, she demonstrated bipartisan resilience, holding her
position under both Republican and
De mocrat governors.
Chunn shared witl1 students, fac ulty
and local youth authorities her uniq:1e
perspective on ach ieving cost-effective,
long-term solutions to juvenile cr!me.
"You can't make a sustained. lastmg
impact on delinque ncy without a compre hensive approach. No single, silver
bullet-like boot camp or incarceration is
going to make t11e proble m di sappear."
In Chunn 's experience, early detection and treatment of kids with problems
is key for two reasons. First, tl1e proble m rarely goes away and freque ntly
gets worse. Second, Chu nn believes
intervention should begin at the first
sign of trouble. Yet the assessments_of
people who are expe1i enced in spotting
kids with proble ms are ofte n ignored._
'Teache rs can spot child ren lackmg
pro-social s kills by the second or third
grade, yet teachers· evaluations are
rarely g iven weight," she said . ~hunn
also believes that a comprehens ive
approach to delinqul·ncy preventi?n.
must include working with tiH:' ~-hlld s .
fam ily unit because ··the famil y 18 the pn-
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mary reinforce r of pro-social behavior."
Sponsored by the Law School and
the UB Institute for Research and
Education on Women and Gender,
Chunn's visit added anotl1er dimension
to the discussion of juvenile crime in law
school classes. In addition to g iving a
public lecture to stud ents and faculty,
Chunn led discussions in two law school
classes focusing on children and crime:
Prisoner Law Semina r, taug ht by
Associate ProfessorTeri Miller, and the
State as Custodian, co-taught by
Associate Professors Susan V. Mangold
and Te ri Miller.

Chunn's visit also fostered ties
be tween the Law Sch ool and local youth
authorities. While meeting with the commissione r of Erie Coun ty's Youth
Services Division, Nathan Hare and his
staff, and tl1e director of youth services
for the City of Buffalo, Michael Norwood,
Chunn discussed the unique similarity
between the statutory age for juvenile
disposition in New York and N01th
Carolina. They are two of only four states
that try juveniles as adults after age 16.
Chunn described he r meeting with local
youth authorities as a rare opportunity to
share successes an d failures with otllers
pursuing the same goal - delinquency
prevention - and to exchange ideas fo r
improving youth se1vices.
Indeed , Chunn took back with her
to Raleigh, N.C.. Erie County's idea of
educating parents about how to keep
their children out of the county's secure
detention facility. She said, "'rhis kind of
information aimed at pare nts goes farther than tlle more commonly available
information about the dete ntion syste m
once your child is in custody." •
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Thank You!

Contributors to the UB Law School
July 1, 1997- June 30, 1998
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he Law School is
deeply grateful to
all those alumni,
friends and others
who were contributors during the last fisca l year:
j uly 1, 1997 - j une 30, 1998.
Listed here are individuals who
supported the Law School with
a gift of $100 or more during
that time period. Also listed are
law firms, corporations, foundations and other organizations that supported the Law
School with regular or matching gifts of any amount. Gifts of
all types are reported, including gifts to the annual fund,
specific programs, and endowmentfunds.
If you have any questions, or
wish to report an inaccuracy,
please contact: Deborah Scott,
Assistant Dean for
Development, University at
Buffalo Law School, 409
O'Brian Hall, Box 601100,
Buffalo, NY 14260-1100
Phone: 716-645-6429 ( Fax:
716-645-3646 (e-mail:
devdm@ acsu.buffalo.edu

Contributions from
Alumni and Friends

Law School
Benefactor s

Gifts of $2,500 or more
Michael A. Amico
Hilary P. Bradford
Samual J. Civile tto
Richard J. Evans
He rald P. Fahringer, Jr.
John P. Fe roleto
Paula L. Feroleto
Ellen Katz Forrest
Kenneth B. Forrest
Willard A. Genrich
Judith B. Ittig
Erma R. Hallett j aeckl e
Morree M. Levine
Gerald S. Lippes
Sandra Lippes
William A. Niese
William M. North
Estate of Mrs. Marion H.
Robinson
Charles Shabsels
Susan B. Shabsels
Samuel L. Shapiro
Eugene C. Tenney
Barbara A. Wolfe
T homas F. Wolfe
Jacob D. Hyman
Society
Gifts of$1000- $2499.99
Frederick G. Attea
Brian D. Baird
Thomas R. Beecht'r, Jr.
Dianne Bennett
Richard S. Binko
Frank B. Borowiec
Barry B. Boye r
Phillip Brothman

Richard F. Campbell
Alan S. Carre l
Anthony ] . Colucci, J r.
T errence M. Connors
Pe ter D. Conrad
]. Mason Davis
Helen K. Dempsey
john M. Dempsey
j oseph DiNard o
Arthur F. Dobson, Jr.
Michael H. Doran
Robert A. Doren
Mary Joanne Dowel
Barbara R. Evans
Robert P. Fine
Peter]. Fiorell a, Jr.
Ile ne Fleischmann
Pe ter Fleischmann
Paul L. Friedman
Arnold B. Gardner
SueS. Gardner
William H. Gardner
Barry K. Gassman
james D. Gauthie r
Stuart A. Ge ll man
Jack L. Ge tman
Alvin M. Glick
Margot Glick
Garry M. Graber
Samuel L. Green
Richard F. Griffin
Gordon R. Gross
Margaret Headrick
T homas E. Headrick
Ric hard C. He ffe rn
George M. Hezel
Sally C. Hezel
Mark G. Hirschorn
Roger]. jones
Harvey L. Kaminski
Allene Knibloe
Wells E. Knibloe
Joseph A. KrE·sst'
Thomas E. Krug
Allan M. l .ewis

James L. Magavern
j oseph G. Makowski
Donald Mankoff
Ke nneth A. Mann ing
Linda ]. Marsh
j ane Mathias
William E. Mathias II
Carol M. Matorin
Lawrence ] . Mattar
Michael McGarry
Gerald Morlitz
George Neiclich
He nry ]. Nowak, Sr.
R. Nils Olsen, Jr.
Fra nk R. Papa
William Z. Re ich
Richard L. Re inhold
Elle n Re is
Robert I. Re is
Anthony ] . Re naldo
T homas E. Roberts
janice M. Rosa
Arthur A. Russ, Jr.
Eugene W. Salisbury
Vince nt ]. Sanchez
Elizabeth M. Savino
Wi ll iam F. Savino
Will iam I. Schapiro
Robe rt C. Schaus
Barbara L. Schife ling
H. Kenneth Schroede r. Jr.
Robert C. Schwenke!
Irving M. Shuman
David F. Smith
Clarice Snitzer
Isadore Snitzer
Mindy ]. Spector
Raymond ]. Slape II
j ohn H. Ste nger
Mark K. Suzu moto
Timothy ] . Toohey
Catherine M. Venzon
l~osemary E. Vog t
Michael R Wolford
Allen J. Zaretsky

Joseph E. Zdar sky, Sr.
Joseph E. Zynczak
Dean's Club

Gifts of $500 - $ 999.99
Rosalie Stoll Bailey
Thomas C. Bailey
Kenneth F. Barone
Barbara I. Belik
Alan L. Bernstein
Thomas E. Black, Jr.
Richard N. Blewett
TI10mas C. Brady
Kevin ]. Brown
John F. Canale
Peter B. Carr
Roland M. Cercone
Michael f. Chelus
Elizabeth G. Clark
Carol A. Condon
Robert B. Conklin
Kenneth L. Cooper
Douglas S. Coppola
Thomas C. D'Agostino
Roge r T. Davison
John P. Dee
Barbara j. Del Gross
Gary A. DeWaal
Janice J. DiGe nnaro
Joseph E. DiGennaro
Louis P. DiLore nzo
Pame la S. DiSilveslri
Priest
Ann E. Evanko
Neil R. f arme lo
Andrew Feldman
Joy A. Feldman
Robert] . Feldman
Gabriel]. Fe rber
Barry R. Ferte l
Bradley M. Gayton
Carol W. Gibson
Ellen M. Gibson
George M. Gibson
Jill Gi les
William T. Gile s
Peter S. Gilfillan
Gerald Grace, Jr.
Carl A. Green
Chris topher T. Greene
Howard]. Grossman
Arthur J. Hall
Miche le 0. He ffernan
Pamela Davis Hei lman
Morris L. Horwitz
Barbara Howe
F. Warren Kahn
Theodore S. Kas ler
Henry W. Ki lleen lll
Wi lliam J. Kirk
Barbara D. Klippert
Dan D. Kohane
Hilda S. Koren
jacqueline M . Kos hian
Elle n M. Kn·bs

Ellen Yost Lafili
Robert ]. Lane,] r.
Robert]. Lane, Sr.
Cheryl H. Law
Matt hew]. Leeds
Lisa D. Lewis-Gayton
Paul R. Litwak
Wanda M. Lucibello
David]. Mahoney, Jr.
David E. Manch
Allan D. Mantel
Daniel Martin
Edmund F. Maxwell
Scott P. Me Bride
Michael R. McGee
Gerard M. Meehan
Elizabeth B. Mensch
Paul M. Michalek
Paul I. Miles
James M. Mucklewee
Alan B. Nadel
Edgar C. NeMoyer
Linda ]. Nenni
C. George Niebank, Jr.
Anthony M. Nosek
Margo Ann Novak
James ]. O'Brien
Sandra S. O'Loughlin
Patrick C. O'Reilly
Michael D. Olander
T homas A. Palmer
j ames V. Philippone
Susan I. Pleskow
Jean Carol K. Powers
Stephen F. Pusatier
William J. Regan
Sheldon D. Repp
Hemy Rose
Michael A. Rosenbaum
Karen P. Ross
Nicholas ]. Sargent
Marc]. Schiller
Ste phen J . Schop
Celia A. Sgroi
Margaret B. Shaw
Donald P. Sheldon
Louis H. Siegel
Be rt L. Slonim
Teny D. Smith
Oscar Smukler
Robert 13. Sommerstein
Andrew C. Spacone
Carla L. Spacone
Anthony ]. Spann
Karen L. Spencer
Howard Spie rer
Paul F. Stavis
Nora 13. Sullivan
Clarence .J. Sundram
Paul]. Suozzi
David L. Sweet
Carme n P. Tarantino
Michae l A. Telesca
Richard M . l o be
Susan Bring To be
Lawrence H. Wa.gner

lliiGiy P. !Jrad./iJrd '5 J and I i ce Dean Alan S. Carr el '6 7

Karen]. Waltz
Paul C. Weave r
T. Paul Weiks nar
jon L. Wilson
James Wooten
Bruce S. Zeftel
George M.
Zimmermann, Sr.
HelenW.
Zimmermann
Alessandra F.
Zorgniotti
Carlos Alden Club

Gifts o/$250- $499.99
Maty T. AfOerbach
Richard Paul Amico
He lene M. AntelBrooks
David M. Asche r
Michael ]. Athans
Dianne Avety
Douglas J. Bantle
T ibor M. Baranski Jr.
Steph en E. Barnes
Raymond H. Barr
Peter j. Battaglia
Christopher]. Belling
George F. Bellows
j oseph W. Bennett. Jr.
Ronald C. Berger
David A. Bernso hn
Alan S. Biernbaum
Lance W. Billi ngsley
Pau l I. Bi rzon
Alan B. Block
Neil E. Rot winoff
Mary P. Breen
Robert E. Brennan

Victoria E. Brieant
Caroline H. Buerk
James P. Burg io
Michael S. Bus kus
Matthew]. Campione
Nancy L. Caple
Edward J. Carland
Gaty A. Carleton
Elizabeth F. Cashmore
Timothy C. Cashmore
Stephe n E. Cavanaug h
Ross M . Cellino, Sr.
Charles Chehe bar
Dale ] . Clark
Steven M. Cohe n
Carol D. Collard
Peter M. Collard
Timothy J . Cos tello
Jeffrey P. Crandall
William H. Cum mings,

Jr.
Paul M. Curran .
Joh n T. Curlin
Richard G. Cu rtis
Gary L. Culle r
Richard J. Davies
Anthony J. De Marie
T homas A. DeSimon
Danie l !-I. Dillon
James 1-1 . Dillon
Douglas W. Dimitroff
Steven R Doraski
Michael R. Drum m
T imothy ]. Drury
James .1. Duggan
I cu·en Hassett
DuWaldt
(;ayle LV. Eagan
Robert .1 . Edgcnmb
Joh n B. Elliott

Philip A. Erickson
Steve n]. Errante
Julie Falvey
Francis S. Faust
Be rnard B. Freedman
Marc D. Ganz
Steven Ge rber
T homas A. Gick
Evan B. Giller
Lawre nce W . Golde n
Bruce A Goldstein
He my G. Gosse!
Charles F. Graney
Eric H. Green
Leslie M. Greenbau m
James W. Gresens
Rita M. Hager
Ralph L. Halpern
Wi lli am G. Ha mi lton.
Jr.
John A. Hayden 1ll
David M. Hehr
Albe rt E. He mstreet
Ann C. Giardina Hess
Ter rence P. Higgins
Levant M. Himelein . J r.
Alan 1-1. Hirschfeld
David N. Hoffman
Doug las C. j ohns ton
Charle:; V. Jord an
Milton Kaplan
Miles L. Kavalle r
William F. Keenan
Hobeti W. Kelle r
Renee Lapides
Klapennan
Alfred S. I<o nt'f~ ky
Martin Kntt zC'I
Lawre nn· S. l .<llll '
Donna M. Lanhatll
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Lorraine Lee
Mary E. Leonard
Philip Lippa
John N. Lipsitz
John J. Livingston
Nicholas J. Longo
Mary]. Lundquist
William A. Lundquist
Robert C. Macek
William J. Magavern
III
Larry P. Malfitano
Pamela D. Mankoff
Shelley B. Mayer
Raymond N. Me Cabe
Donald G. Me Grath
Beryl E. McGuire
Philip H. Mcintyre
Ronald I. Meltzer

Julia A. Garver Ruh
Gordon W. Sacks
Robert]. Salomon
John H. Schaus
Ginger D. Schroder
David C. Schubel
Paul]. Schulz
Tricia T. Semmelhack
Myron M. Siegel
Paul Sikora
Perry D. Silver
Donald P. Simet
Stephen R Sloan
David B. Smith
Lee 0. Smith II
Pierre R. St. Hilaire
Robert S. Stephenson
Kathleen A. Sullivan
David William Tarbet

Frederick A Wolf
Stephen L. Yonaty
Mary Jo L. Young
Oliver C. Young
Gregory C. Yungblu th

Century Club
Gifts of $100- $249
Sar ah Ablove
Philip B. Abramowitz
David R Adams
Nancy P. Adel
Kenneth W. Africano
Alison A. Alberti
Ellen Evans Alexander
Nicholas P. Amigone

III
Victoria M . Argento
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Harry F. Mooney
Walter E. Moxham, Jr.
Priscilla C. Mulvaney
Sean Murray
Ke lly Ann Nagle
James M. Nesper
Sara S. Nichols
Edward C. Northwood
David j . Oliveiri
Nancy D. Peck
Eugene f. Pigoll, Jr.
Shet·yl E. Re ich
I .in cia S. Reynolds
Herbe rt Huisman
Howard S. J~o se 11h o c h
S tl' V<'II E. Rov11e r
.los(·ph f . Ruh. Jr.

Paul E. Taylor
Pame la Thibodeau
Robert W. Tills
Louise M. TomaselliCostello
Che ryl L. Tubinis
Gea S. Tung
Victoria A. Venn
Gerard A. Virga
James E. Walsh Ill
James R Walsh
Thomas M. Ward
Oonald R West
Michael C. Whe lan
J . Joseph Wilder
Brent L. Wilson
Alan M. Wishnoff

James R. Arnone
Kenneth R. Artin
Richard J . Attea
Matthew E. Auger
Marc Aus fresser
Ne lson Aviles
Gretchen P. Aylward
Danie! M. Babcock
Arthur N. Bailey
Nancy L. Baker
Patrick J . Baker
Mitche ll]. Banas . Jr .
T homas l.. Bantle
Richard J. Barnes
Ruth A. Barnes
Deborah M. Barone
Nancy E. Barshter

Michael A. Battle
Steven J. Baum
Susan L. Beberfall
Robert G. Behnke III
She ldon B. Benatovich
Paul A Bender
Christoph er J . Benes
Ronald P. Bennett
Robert S. Berger
Eugene S. Berman
Mariane R Berman
Pe ter H. Bickford
Rosemary G. Bis
John N. Blair
Stephen A Blass
Robert S. Blazak
Michael M. Blinkoff
Sandra J. Blitz
Cheryl D. Block
Susan L. Bloom
Robe rt]. Bolm
Francis A Bolz III
Jill K. Bond
Ke ith N. Bond
Diane f . Bosse
Harold J. Brand, Jr.
Donald Braun
Pete r J . Brevorka
Jeannette M. Brian
David G. Brock
Betsy Broder
Felice A. Brodsky
Stephen P. Brooks
Gregory L. Brown
PatTick J. Brown
Eugene V. Buczkowski
Ele na CacavasSchechter
John]. Callahan
James N. Carlo
Gerald I. Carp
j erome D. Carre l
Mary Ch ristine Carty
Joan E. Casilio-Adams
T homas ]. Cassidy
Cha rles P. Ce rcone
Siu Lan Chan
David M. Chiarolanza
John M. Clarey
Frank]. Clark III
Lynn A. Clarke
David ]. Clegg
Jane F. Cle mens
Danie l S. Cohe n
Lori Cohen
Ronald S. Cohe n
Paul R. Comeau
j ane A. Conrad
Thomas V. Considine
Marion M . Cooke
Wil iiam D. Cooper
Nelson H. Cosgrove
Quincy Cotton
T imothy]. Coughlin
David W. Covino
George L. Cownie

Howard R. Crane
John W. Creahan
John Michael Curran
Margaret M. Cun·an
Steven P. Curvin
Michael L. D'An1ico
Joseph A D'Arco
Joel L. Daniels
Carl M. Darnall
Barbara H. Davis
Florence V. Dean
Louis A. Del Cotto
John 0. Delamater
Ann Demopoulos
Paul]. DeRosa
Pamela D. Detig
John A DiCaro
Kevin M Dillon
Robe rt S. Dine rstein
Mitche ll J. Dinne rstein
Thomas F. Disare
Albert Dolata
Maria I. Doti
Janet H. Doyle
Vincent E. Doyle III
Vince nt E. Doyle. Jr.
John R. Drexelius. Jr.
Robert B. Druar
Bruce I. Drucker
Richard M. Drucker
Harry A Dusenberry
Ronnie L. Edelman
Norman P. Effman
Arthur D. Ehrenreich
Stephe n Einstein
Myles R. Elbe r
Che ryl Ellsworth
Peter R. Engelhardt
Robe rt E. Eng lish
Warren T. Erickson
Ronald B. Eskin
Sue Montgomery
Evans
] o Welch Fabe r
Louis S. Faber
Keith A. Fabi
Nancy Decarl o Fabi
Randy C. Fahs
Maryjo C. Falcone
William R. Falcone
Paul E. Fallon
Mmtin B. Farber
Claire M. Fay
Spence r G. Fe ldman
Linda C. Fe ntiman
Renee S. Filiatraut
Sharon J. Fine
Ch ristophe r Fink
Cheryl S. Fishe r
Joseph A. Fishe r
Scot D. Fishe r
Roy E. Fitzgerald III
Robert B. Fle ming . Jr.
Ru th E. Fle ming
Tara M. Flynn
Michac:-1A. Fracassi

Debra R. Franklin
Maryann S. Freedman
Robert P. Freedman
Wayne I. Freid
Julie R. Freudenheim
Joanne W. Fuchs
Arnold E. Galbo
Jeny A. Gambino
Wan·en B. Gelman
Judith M. Gerber
Paul A. Gianelli
John]. Gibson
Louis P. Gigliotti
Terl"ence M. Gilbride
Bany Ginsberg
Hennan]. Ginsburg
William L. Giroux
Katherine Gladstone
Wan·en R. Gleicher
Christopher R. Goddu
Amy J. Goldstein
Paul Gonson
Richard H. Gordon
James W. Grable, Jr.
Laura Marie Grable
Matthew M.
Greenblatt
Alvin M. Greene
John H. Gridley
William E. Grieshaber,
Jr.
Carl A. Griffith
Fred]. Gross
Robert H. Gu rbacki
Phillip E. Gutsin
Amy M. Habib
John P. Hains
Samuel M. Hall
Robert B. Hallborg. Jr.
Marianne B. Hanley
Henrik H. Hansen
Robert M. Hardies
Debra Evans Hayden
James G. Hayden
]. Michael Hayes
Waldron S. Hayes, Jr.
George R. Hebard. Jr.
John]. Heffernan
Mark R Hellerer
Maureen 0. Helmer
William S. Helmer
Marion 1<. Henderson
Mary Jo HerrscherGrieshober
G. Peter Higgins
James N. Hite
Marilyn A. Hochtield
Joan E. Hoffman
Corey J. Hogan
Joan H. Hollinger
Therese A. Hopkins
David C. Horan
]. Carlton Howard . .Jr.
Debbie I. Humphrey
Donna A. Humphrey
Betsy (;laser Hurley

Paul V. Hurley
Melvyn L. Hurwitz
Robert Hutter
Anthony C. Ilardo
William]. Ilecki
Evan Inlaw
Ronald J. Isaacs
Sandra Isaacs
Gregory T. Ivancic
Charles P. Jacobs
Kenneth A. Johnson
Timothy P. johnson
Patrick E. Joyce
RichardS. Juda, Jr.
Howard G. Kaelin
Aviva M. Kaiser
Robert]. Kaiser, Jr.
Stephen E. Kaplan
Michael]. Karger
Laurence J. Karst
Linda L. Kaumeyer
Leo C. Kellett
james P. Kennedy
Lany Kennan
Emily A. Kern
David S. Kimpel
Kenneth R. Kirby
Mark H. K1afehn
Allen J. Klein
Carol A. Klein
Geoffrey K K1ein
Mark S. Klein
Han-y F. Klodowski, Jr.
Robert A. Klump
David M. Kohen
janet H. Korts
Robert E. Kouwe
John C. Krenitsky
Frank L. Kroto, 1r.
Lorraine A. Kulpa
Alexander Kushner
Paula]. LaManna
j ohn P. Lane
John R Lane
Ross P. Lanzafame
Dominic M. Lapresi
Courtland R. Lavallee
Shawn D. Laver-y
De] ames
]. Daniel Lenahan
Barbara R. Lependorf
Carl S. Levine
Murray Levine
Philip]. Levine
Brian N. Lewandowski
William R. Lewis
Lawrence S. Lioz
Neal H. Lipschitz
Richard Lipsitz
Donald H. Lischer
Andrew C. Lo Tempio
judith Holender Loeb
Sally B. Logan
Andres N. Madrid
William J. Magavern II
Kyle Maldinf'r

Christopher T Greene '74, Barbara J. Del Gross
and Pili/lip Bmtltman '62

Thomas Maligno
james Malin
Arthu r ]. Maloney, Sr.
james M. Maloy
Lance J. Mark
Edward J. Markarian
j ay H. Marlin
Nicole M. Marro
Philip M. Marshall
Mar-y Dee Martoche
Charles C. Martorana
William F. Mastroleo
James R. Mayer
Timothy G. McEvoy
Ban-y D. McFadden
Paul J. McGrath
Lisa L. McDougall
Diane ] . McMahon
Daniel R. Metschl
Mark KMetz
james E. Metzler
Martin S. Miller
joseph D. Mintz
Deborah A Morel
Carl W. Morgan
jeremiah J. Moriarty
Ill
James E. MorTi
Robert T. MorTis
Robert T. Mulig
Richard I. Mulvey
Peter ]. Muniz
David A. Munro
Robert M. Murphy
jennie M. Muscarella
john H. NapiE:'r
Ca<•sar .1. Naples
John J. Nasca. Sr.

David P. Natemeier
David H. Nelson
Paul T. Nesper
Pamela L. Neubeck
Paula M. Eade
Newcomb
Terence B. Newcomb
Charles R. Newman
Gary C. Newton
Daniel Nobel
Gar-y K. Norgaard
Richard]. Notebaert
Samuel] . Novara
Diane H. Nowak-Kent
William E.
Nowakowski
John F. Nugent
Edward ]. O'Connor
Karen P. O'Connor
Denise E. O'Donnell
Kathy J. O'Garra King
Kathleen E. O'Hara
Dennis M. O'Leary
TimoU1y M. O'Mara
Patricia A. Obstarczyk
Richard J. Olson
Daniel H. Overbeck
Frank S. Palen
Patricia A. Pancoe
Thomas J. Pardini
Joseph T. Pascucci
Jane L. Pedersen
Mark W. Pedersen
Jeffrey A. Perla
N. Scott Pierce
Roger A. Pies
Michael A. Pit•ttt>
Susan M. l'iwr

·n

Alan H. Pleskow
Stuart M. Pohl
Barry A. Pollack
Mitchell Brian Pollack
Steven H. Polowitz
Robert A. Portnoy
Mar-y Powers
Nancy E. Pringle
John]. Privitera
Helen Pundurs
Russell T. Quinlan
William A. Quinlan
Margaret]. Quinn
Mary C. Raymond
Robert J. Red en
Dorie B. Rening
Edward V. Regan
Lawrence James Regan
Susan G. Regan
Mark I. Reisman
James P. Renda
Brian H. Rhatigan
Gail B. RicE:'
J. Roger Rice
George E. Riedel. Jr.
Edward W. Riley
Thomas M. Ri:ao
Richard A. Roberts
Rosemary G. Roberts
John P. Robshaw. Jr.
Herman Rodenberg
William l~odriguez
John V. Rogowski
krome C. Rosenthal
Victor A. l~ossl'lti
Victor A. l~ostow
Penny B. Rubin
Hugh M . Russ Ill
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Po WangYuen
Nelson F. Zakia
Michael Francis
Zendan II
Harrie tte A. Zionts
Stanley Zionts
Robert A. Zucco
Benjamin M .
Zuffranieri , Jr.

Contributions and
Matching Gifts from
Corporations,
Foundations and
Organizations

;ln llwn:r ./. Renaldo '50 and Dr. Frederick A. Wo(f '6 7
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Loui s ]. Ru sso
Kurt T. Sajda
Annette M. Sansone
Samuel S. Sansone
Dianna G. Saraf
Richard T. Saraf
Melinda I<. Saran
David B. Savlov
K. Michael Sawicki
Barbara A. Schaus
Richard M. Schaus
Joel H. Schechter
Mark A. Schlech ter
Joseph M. Schnitter
Daniel L. Schoenborn
Kurt D. Schulte
An drew M. Schutzman
Judith Ann Schwendler
Anthony j . Scime
An na L. Scott
Karen M. Scott
j effrey A. Sellers
Jeffrey M. Serethe r
Bertram C. Serling
judith Abbott Shanley
Evan Shapi ro
Marilyn T ebor Shaw
James P. Shea
T. Craig Sheils
judith T reger Shelton
I >avid R Sheridan
Christopher]. Shi elds
Barry H. Silver
Sanford M. SilverlJPrg
IJonna M. SiwPk
Paula A. Smith
(. arol (;uck Snid<'r
I>avid 1•. Snyder

Lloyd B. Sokolow
Harold M. Somers
Deborah N. Sorbini
Vincent J . Sorrentino
Michae l R. Stebick
Frederick W.
Steinberg
Steven R. Sugarman
John Brian Surgalla
Sherwin A. Suss
Danie l L. Sussman
Philip J. Szabla
Emanuel Tabachn ick
Louise M. Tarantino
Stanley Tarnell
Dominic J. Terranova
Belle F. Theobold
Gerald A. Toner
W. Clark Trow II
janice R. Ttybus
Ros lyn Lipton Tucker
Roy W. Tucker
Christine M.
Valke nburgh
Thomas G. Van Noy
Gail A. Vance
Wayne A. Vander By!
Thomas M.
VanStrydonck
Mark A. Ventrone
Daniel ]. Venuti
Candace K. Vogel
Alan H. Vogt
Susan von Arx
Ellen M. VossiPr
Linda M. Wagner
Malllww X. WagnC'r.
Jr

JoAnn M. Wahl
Ru thanne Wannop
Edward T. Waples
Abraham Warmbrand
Kenneth A. Wasch
Th omas E. Webb , Sr.
Jon Ogden Webster
Lill ian Wecksle r
Robert E. Wedlake
Marc ]. Weinberger
Steven]. We iss
Adam L. Wekste in
Yvonne B. Weks tein
Dwig ht M. Wells
Brian R. We ls h
Eleanor W. We rlimer
Michael G. West
Alan S. Wexler
Susan P. Wheatley
David D. Wh ite
James D. Whitney
Henry S. Wick
Steven T. Wickmark
Richard J. Wierzbicki
Arthur B. Williams
Je ffe ry D. Williams
John J. Williams
Kath leen T. Willis
The rese R. Wincott
Nicole l Win t
Robert 1.. Wolfe
Margaret W. Wong
Matthew P. Worth
Wi lliam J. Worth ington
Stewart E. Wurtze l
Raymond V. Wyk gala
Aaron Yasinow
U ~· borah S. Young

Addelman &
Marszalkowski, P.C.
Air Products
Foundation
American International
Group, Inc.
AT&T Foundation
Canale, Madde n &
Burke, P.C.
The Chase Manhattan
Fou ndation
Cigna Foundation
Cole, Sorre ntino ,
Hurley & Hewner.
P.C.
Connors & Vilardo
Coopers & Lybrand
Foundation
Coving ton & Burling
CSUSM Foundation
Damon & Morey
Delta Developme nt of
WNY
T he Equ itable
Foundation
Ete rnity Foundation
Fidelity Fou ndation
Firs t Un ion Foundation
Fleet Services Corp.
The Fredd ie Mac
Foundation
Gannet! Foun datio n
GTE Foundation
John Hancock Mutual
Li fe Ins urance
Company
Harcourt Brace
Publicatio ns, Inc.
Harper Collins
Pub lis he rs Inc.
The Hartford
Ins urance Group
Hodgson. Ru ss,
Andrews. Wood s &
C odcl year
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C.
.IPffe ries & Company.
Inc.
l .a w Sehoo l Clas,; of
1987

Law School Class of

1962
Lehman Brothers
Lipsitz, Green,
Fahringer, Roll,
Salisbury & Cambria
Magavern Pool, Inc.
Magne r & Love, P.C.
Marine Midland Bank
Mattar & D'Agoslino
Mayer, Brown & Platt
Montague Family
Charitable
Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Foundation
Nationwide Ins urance
Foundation
The Niagara Mohawk
Foundation
Phill ips, Lytle,
Hitchcock, Blaine &
Hube r
Price Waterhouse
Foundation
The Prudential
Foundation
Quinn, McGarry &
Caffery, P.C.
Rand Capital
Co rporation
Rosentha l, Siegel,
Muenke l & Wolf.
LLP
Ru ssell Sage
Foundation
SallieMae Comm u nity
Service Programs
Shaw & Shaw, P.C.
Sid ley & Aus tin
T extro n Charitable
Trus t
Royal & S unAIIiance
Insurance
The Ti m es Mirror
Foundation
Un ited Stales Trus t
Company of New
York
Weissfeld. We issfeld &
Weissfelcl
The Weste rn New
York Fou ndation
Wes ting house
Foundation
Williams. Stevens.
McCarville &
Frizzell, P. C.
Wilmer. Cutler &
Picke ring
Xerox Corporation
U.S.A.
Zurn Indus tries

Phonathon
volunteers

ring true

or the last 20 years, UB Law School has counted 011
volunteers to call almmzi/ae and ask them to support
the annual fund. Their enthusiasm mzd persuasiveness
contributes greatly to the extraordi11ary success of our
annual appeal, he/piug to raise critically needed fmzds.
This year's goal is $500,000.
One of our most effectivefimd-raisi1lg programs has been the phouathon,
traditionally lzeld at downtown law firms
several evenings a week during October.
We are greatly indebted to Hodgson, Russ,
Andrews, Woods & Goodyear, and
Phillips, Lytle, Hitchcock Blaine & Huber,
who have graciously hosted us/or the past
decade. hz addition, during the winter
months, many alumni call from th eir own
offices.
Members of the Leadership Gift
Ho be •·t P. I· inc '68
Chair of the
Committee receive the Law School's spe1998-99
cial gratitude. They have contributed $250
Annual Fund
or more, mzd solicit gifts of$250 or more.
The Law School deeply appreciates
having so many dedicated voluuteers. Some are new, otlzei'S have
been donatiug their tim e for many years..They are all to b~ congratulated for helping the Law School ra~se the ~esources zt ueeds
to lauuch 11 ew initiatives, such as the New Curnculum, and
maintain its edge iu tlze face ofstiff competitiou aud state fimdi1zg

F

1998-99 Phonothon
Volunteers
and Leadership Gift
Committee Members

Robert P. Fine '68

Chairoftlze 1998-99
Am111al Fund
Gretchen P. Aylward '95
Kenne th F. Bar one '79
Richard S. Binko '82
Harold J. Brand Jr. '67
Kelly A Brinkworth '89
Felice A Brodsky '93
Gregory L. Brown '87
Shawn W. Carey '96
Timothy C. Cashmore '80
Roland M. Cercone '85
George William Collins Jr.'84
Douglas S. Coppola '75
John W. Crowe Jr. '96
Steven P. Curvin '80
Douglas W. Dimitroff '89
Arthur F. Dobson Jr. '72
Gayle L. V. Eagan '85
j ulie Falvey '90
Robert ]. Feldman '76
John P. Feroleto '82
Prudence Fung '97
j erry A Gambino '83
Gary J. Gleba '82
j ames W. Grable J r. '96
Sue S. Gardner '76
Leslie M. Greenbaum '74
Robert H. Gurbacki '80
Diane H. Nowak Kent '91

Larry Kerman '80
John C. Krenitsky '91
Robert]. Lane Jr. '83
Emily S. Leach '96
Michael V. McLaughli11 '94
Brian M. Melber '96
Linda J. Marsh '78
J ohn A Michailidis '01
Harry F. Mooney '75
Linda]. Nenni '83
Ernest J. Norman '70
Debra Anne Norton '79
Patrick C. O'Re illy '80
Dr. Joel H. Paull '96
j ean Carol K. Powers '79
William Z. Re ich '74
William F. Savino '75
Ginger D. Schroder-Anuco '90
Stuart B. Shapiro '82
Myron M . Siegel '54
Raymond ]. Stapell '75
Paul]. Suozzi '79
James A Verrico '94
Ruthanne Wannop '95
Thomas M. Ward '66
Paul C. Weaver '61
Frederick A Wolf '67
Stephe n L. Yonaty '94
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If you would like to volunteer, please call Assistant Deau
Deborah Scott at (716) 645-6429. •
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Development
team is growing
he faces have changed , the titles
have shifted , but the work is
more important than ever for the
UB Law School development
team.
Following Thomas Farrell's de parture to
Dartmouth College. Mary Ann Roge rs has
been named associate clean for deve lopment.
"Mary Ann is an exceptionally tale nte d
person who has enjoyed considerable success managing development operations elsewhere." said Vice Dean Alan S. Carrel, who
has long been actively involved in the
school's development program. "We were
fortunate to attract her to the Law School a
year ago and have benefitted g reatly from
he r many accomplishments during her short
Lime here."
Now joining the team is Deborah Scott,
the new assistant dean for development, who
moved to the Law School from her previous
position as the University's director of donor
relations and stewardship.
"Deborah is an extremely capable, hig he nergy person with a strong work e thic and
an excellent background," said Carrel. "She
will move the annual fund and many othe r
key programs to a hig her level.
"Private fu nding is our fu ture,'' Carre l
continued . "The Law School is on the verge
of achieving greatness, and a successful
fund-rai sing prog ram is necessary to reach
that goal. To succeed , we must have accomplished professionals who can communicate
our potential and our needs to alumni. Mary
Ann and Deborah are the perfect tea m to
make that happen."
Reflecting on her role as the Law
School's development director, Rogers said,
"We are wor king hard to marshal the forces
of our Law School commu nity, particularly
through the involvement of our alumni and
friends. Our g raduate are aware that many
law schools throughout the country are
launching largt'-scale campaigns for the
improve mt'nt of the ir programs and facilities.
Their expectations of UB Law are. therefore.
ri sing. Our alu mni already comprehend the
chall engt's that Wt' fact' in t'nhancing our statu s as a top-rat<>d law school. Now they want
to set· us activ(•ly addrt'ss thos<· chall<·nges.

T
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"They are realizing that their contribution is a critical element in preparing
our school for the next centu ry and will
make the diffe rence in defining this
place as either a good law school or a
g reat one. It is up to us to help them
focus on the issues that will lead to the
continued betterment of our institution."
The new playe r on the development
team, Deborah Scott, will assume
responsibility for the annual fund, which
represents contributions by friends and
alumni in the fom1 of unrestricted g ifts.
These monies, which once provided the
"extras," now support essential needs of
the operating budget. They also provide
Dean Olsen with the flexibility necessary to take advantage of new opportunities as they arise.
Scott plans to expand the structure
of the a nnual fund program through a
variety of e nhancements. In addition to
the traditional fa ll phonathon, for example, she will implement a class reu nion
giving prog ram - common in ins titutions throug hout the nation, yet s till
unfa miliar to UB Law graduates. T he
annual fund has es tablished and
annou nced a goal of $500,000 this year
-about 10 percent more than las t year.
It is the firs t time in many years that
such a g oal has been publicly set,
acco rding to Scott.
The Law School is also fortunate to
have strong alumni leaders hip with
Robert Fine '68, a partner in the Buffalo
law firm Hu1w itz & Fine, serving as
chairman of th e annual fund.
"This school gave us th e tools to
practice our profession. I believe t11at we
s hould g ive someth ing back to express
our appreciation for the g reat education
we received and to make it possible for
others to follow," said Fine, who se1ves
as an adjunct professor and is a pas t
preside nt of th e UB Law Alumni
Association. "We are in fo rming the
alumni that the re are outs tanding, innovative prog rams at the Law School which
cannot be s upported by s tate funding .
We ne ed the co nti nuing and increased
help of alumni to make th is one of th e
fi nest law schools in the nation."
T h e University at Bu(falo is continuing its transition from a largely state-supported institution to a more self-sufficient entity. State tax revenues now support less than 40 percent of the total
expense of operating the Law School.
For De borah Scott. coming to the
Law School has been the fu lfillment of a
career goal. A native of Canada, Scot!
moved to Buffa lo in 1980 and became an
American c itizen two years ago. She
holds a degree in psychology from .
Queens University in Kingston. Ontan o.

She brings expertise in a wide variety of
fund-raising and administrative areas,
including three years in the UB central
development office.
"This is a great time to be at the
L1w School," Scott said. "Many exciting
and positive changes are in the works.
Dean Olsen has a well-articulated and
foc used vision. He is firmly dedicated to

making this institution one of the top law
schools in the country. I feel extremely
privileged to work on such an experienced, well-directed and committed
development team. We all believe that,
with the support of our alumni and
friends, we will be able to g ive UB Law
School a rock-solid financial foundation
for the future. " •

New prize
named for
Harry A. Rachlin '26
family gift to
the University
at Buffalo Law
School has
become a living
tribu te to the mem01y of
Harry A. Rachlin , Class of
1926. Han y 's son, Lauren
D. Rachlin, a partner in the
Buffalo law firm of
Kavinoky and Cook, and
othe r family me mbers contribute d $25,000 to the Law
School to establish the
Han y A. Rachlin Alumni
Prize in Prope1t y and Real
Es tate Law.
According to Lauren
Rachlin, it was a joint decision among the sibl ings
and gran dchild ren
"because they knew the
Law School was very
important to my fa the r, and
they wanted to continue the
connection between his
name and the Law School."
Harry Rachlin was a
leading auU1ority on the
lie n law in New York State. Senior partner in the law firm of Rachlin & Rachli n
for more than 50 years, he was of counsel to Kavinoky & Cool<at the time of
his death.
Born in a s mall town in Russia.
Han-y Rachlin was broug ht to Canada as
a s mall child and g rew up in the T oronto
area before attend ing law school. He
was a past president of the Rosa Coplon
Jewish Home and In fi rmmy and a for~1er chancellor of the Knig hts of
Pyt hias.
"My fathe r had a great interest in
the welfare of law s tudents and young
lawyers - particularly in the area of
property law."' Lauren Rachlin said.
"This award."' lw said. "helps recog nize
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both the school and its students. I hope
this g ift can se1ve as a catalyst fo r other
alumni to g ive back."
T he firs t tw o Hany A. Rachlin
prizes were awarded at this November's
Alumni Co nvoca tion to Steven Sturman
'97 and Sarah Rudell '99. Sturman
rece ived the award for his efforts on
behalf of the Edwin F. j aeckle
Government Law Center. wh ich provides research assis tance to state and
local governme nts and agen cies. as well
as public an d private sector research in
land use planning, e nvironmental law
and land use development and fina nce.
Rudell received the award for her
research . academic ach ievement and
excellent performance as a Government
Law Cen te r fellow. •

From the President
Dear Alumni and Friends,
t has been a privilege to serve as president of your UB
Law Alumni Association during this important year in
the Law School's histor y. As you know, beginning this
academic year Nils Olsen assumed the deanship of the
UB Law School. I had the honor of chairing the Search
Committee, which ultimately recommended Vice Dean
Olsen to be the Law School's new dean. Already he
has brough t his intelligence, energy, and administrative abilities
to his new role. With the selection of the Law School's new
Associate Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid effective
February 1999, it is anticipated that another important component of the Law School's administration will be enhanced. This
summer we look forward to reunions with selected Law School
classes as well as the production and dissemination of new
materials about UB Law School's exciting cu rriculum and clinics. Please join me in applauding and supporting our new clean
and his staff as they guide or Law School into the 21st century.
Sincerely,
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Barbara Howe
UB Law Alumni

Association
1998-1999 Board
Left to right, front row: William H.
Gardner, Lynn A. Clarlze, Linda I
Marsh , Hon. Marlz G. Farrell, Samuel L.
Slw/Jiro, Kenneth A. Manning, Hon.
Barbara Howe, Ernest I Norman , Paula
L. Feroleto, Phillip Brothman and Vice
IJean lJianne Avery.
Second row: Edward f. Markarian,
jonathan E. Rodwin,jejfrey A. Human ,
Edward f. O'Connor, Professor Barry B.
Boyer, Eril1 M. Peradotto, Vice Dean
Alan S. Carrel, Robert I Lane, Sr.. Diane
F Bosse, TPrrai/Cf' P. Flynn, !Jean R. Nils
OlsPII j r.. josefJh H. Zdarsky, Frederick A.
Wolf, Assistant I Jean Ilene R.
Fleisclmwnn , firm . Leslie G. Foschio.
Anthony}. Renaldo, Vire /Jean /Ja uid M.
I•:ngl'l, Vite /Jean Peter N. Pitegoff and
Carry M. Graber

Judge Howe eleded

alumni president for 1998-99
Executive's Alternative to Incarceration
he Honorable Barbara Howe
Advisory Board.
'80. New York State
An1ong her many accomplishments, she
Supre me Court Justice, was
became the first and only woman to
e lected president of the
receive the Bar Association of Erie
national board of directors
County 's Matrimonial and Family Law
of the UB Law Alumni Association at a
Committee "] udge of the Year" Award in
luncheon meeting held on June 18, 1998
1994, and was honat the Buffalo Club.
ored with the
The UB Law Alumni
Weste rn New York
Association re preMatrimonial Trial
sents more than
Lawyers Association
8,000 alumni/ae of
"Judge of U1e Year"
U1e University at
Award in 1998.
Buffalo Law School.
Also e lecte d associaJudge Howe was
tion officers were:
e lected to State
Ke nneU1 A.
Supreme Cou rt in
Manning '77, of
1991. afte r se1ving as
Ph illips Lytle
a Buffalo City Colllt
Hi tchcock Blaine &
judge for U1ree
Huber, presidentyears. A 1969 graduHenne/ It !1. Mann in~ '77 and
e lect; Honorable
lion. llarbam /lowe '80
ate of the University
Michael A. Battle
of Connecticut, she
'81, Erie County Family Court judge,
then attended Corne ll University where
she earned a masters degree in 1973, fol- vice preside nt; Paula L. Feroleto '62, of
Brown & Kelly, vice-president; Ernest ].
lowed by a doctor of philosophy degree
Nor man '70, of Watson, Bennett,
in 1976. In 1980, she g raduated from the
Colligan, Johnson & Schechter, vice
University at Bu ffalo Law School.
president; Denise E. O'Donnell '82, U.S.
Judge Howe recently se1ved as
Attorney, vice president; Honorable E.
chair of the dean's search committee at
Jean nette Ogde n '83, Buffalo City Court
the Law School. An adjunct associate
judge, treasure r; j oseph E. Zdarsky '72,
pro fessor of ociology at UB. she curof Zdarsky, Sawicki & Agostinelli, trearently chairs the Erie County

T

s urer-elect; Lynn A. Clarke '83, clerk to
NYS Supreme CoUJt justice John A.
Michalek, secretary; and Samuel L.
Shapiro '65, of Kavinoky & Cook, LLP,
immediate past president.
Newly elected to the board of directors
for a three year term were: Diane F.
Bosse '76, of Volgenau & Bosse; Peter].
Brevorka '68; of Gibson McAskill &
Crosby; Ten·ance P. Flynn '88, of Gibson
McAskill & Crosby; Robert ]. Lane, Sr.
'58, ofthe Law Office of Robert]. Lane;
Erin M. Pe radotto '84, ofVolgenau &
Bosse; Jonathan E. Rodwin '80, of
Kavinoky & Cook, LLP; and Michael R.
Wolford '68, of Wolford & LeClair, LLP.
Directors remaining on Ule board
include: Danie l E. Brick '69, of Brick
Brick Elme r & Belczak, P.C.; Honorable
Kevin M. Dillon '76, Associate Justice,
NYS Supreme Cou rt, 8th judicial
District; William H. Gardner '59, of
Hodgson Russ Andrews Woods &
Goodyear; Jeffrey A. Human '78, of
Gross Shuman Brizdle & Gilfillan, P.C.;
Edward]. Marka1ian '85, of Hawthorne
Markarian Siegel Manz & Burns; Linda
]. Marsh '78, of Ziller Marsh & Lang,
LLP; Harry F. Mooney '75, of Hurwitz &
Fine, P.C.; Edward]. O'Connor '56, of
Bouvier O'Connor; He le n 0. Osgood '74,
of Hurwitz & Fine, P.C.; Barbara L.
Schife ling '84, of Damon & Morey;
Lawre nce R. Schwach '83. of Gradl,
Polowitz, & Schwach LLP; Donna M.
Siwek '87, cle rk to NYS Supre me Collli
Justice David ]. Mahoney; Raymond J .
Stapell '75, of Han·is Beach & Wilcox;
and Dr. Frederick A. Wolf '67. of
Saperston & Day, P.C. •
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Judge Mattina

draws

record crowd
Receives Law School's highest honor

!Jean If. Nils Olsm Jr. and lion. Joseph

S. llallina '56
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1/IJ/1 .

./ost•p/i .'i. i\lallinu '56

H

is cou rt sees some of the
most joyous events in
human life, and some of
the saddest. From adoptions to divorces to estate
settlements, Erie County Surrogate
Joseph S. Mattina '56 ad min is te rs jus tice
with an even hand. a se nse of compassion and unmatched professionalis m.
Those were some of th e accolades
when Judg e Mattina was presented with
the 1998 Edwin F. jaeckle Award be fore
a standing-room-only crowd at the Hyatt
Regency Buffalo in Novembe r. The
Jaeckle Award is the hig he st honor UB
Law School and the UB Law Alu mn i
Associatio n can bestow.
Mattina's career in law and public
serv ice inclu des terms as an assistant
Erie Coun ty district atto rney, a Buffalo
City Court judge, an Erie Coun ty Court
judge and a State Supre me Court justice .
He was e lected Erie County s urrogate in
1982 and re-elected easily in 1990.
Beyond the bench, Judge Matti na
has se1v ed on the Legislative Ad visory
Committee esta blis hed by the Ofiice of
Court Administration. He also has s poke n extensive ly to you ng people on the
dange rs of d rug abuse and has worked
~o pro~ote compassion for the mentally
!II. He IS known fo r his collegial re lations hip with me mbe rs of the local bar and
among the speakers at the Jaeckle'
Award presentation were a numbe r
attesting to the hig h esteem in which he
is lwld by his colle ag ues.
"Judge Mattina is a people person ,"
sa id SueS. Gardne r '76, an attorney with
the Buffalo fi rm Kavinoky & Cook. "That
is a g reat attribute (or any judge. bu t it is

perhaps pa1ticula rly importan t fo r a s urrogate judge. His court is often the only
court with which the average c itizen
comes in contact, and th eir expe rie nces
there s hape their whole understanding
of th e judicial process. He is dig nified
but not intimidating; patient an d, whe n
appropriate, compassionate .
"He has developed a close working
relationship with the me mbers of the
estate and probate bar. He has fos tere d
the atmos phe re of share d concern s a nd
mutual cooperation between the court
and the practicing bar.''
Gard ne r me ntione d particularly
"Adoption Day," the Wednesday docket
whe n the court conside rs petitions for
adoptio n. It is a heartwarming sig ht, s he
noted, to see the judge with an infant o n
h is lap, posing for pictures flanked by
the proud and relieved new paren ts.
Peter]. Fiorella Jr. '63, pas t preside nt of the UB Law Alumni Association,
gave a brief his tory of the honoree's 42year legal career. "He has g iven freely of
his time to ed ucate young people on the
dangers of drug abuse, to promote compassion toward the mentally ill, and to
eliminate d isc1imination and prejud ice ."
Fiore lla said. "Above and beyond his
civic and judicial roles, j oe Mattina has
always had a unique po licy of offering to
both lawye rs and community leaders
some thing that those who have achieve d
power and prestige often forget: accessibility. There has never been a lawyer or
an individual who has not been g ive n an
opportunity to have a confere nce, a teleph one call. a meeting, lunch or dinner
with the Surrogate. He has not allowed
the title SuJTogate of Erie County to

'' Words

cannot express
how /feel on
recelvlng

the Jaeckle

Award. ,,
Judge Mall ina w ilhfa mily m em bers

interfere with his own tille: friend to all
the people."
Added New York State Supre me
Court Justice Vincent E. Doyle Jr. '56:
"He has been my pal. Our relationship
has always been close, a little rocky on
occasion, but never without affection for
one another and never without the highest esteem and respect on my part for
Judge Matti na and what he has been
able to do in his career. Joe, it's your
day. God bless you, and e njoy it.''
Quoting from the award itseli,
·n1omas E. Headrick, University provost
and former dean of the Law School,
read : "In recognition of his achieveme nts as an outstanding and nationally
recognized jurist who is devoted to the
bette rme nt of the judicial system and
the legal system. He is highly respected
for his well-reasoned and innovative
opinions. He has dispensed justice with
a strong and even hand, yet with sensitivity and compassion. judge Mattina
has earned the respect and admiration
of his colleagues and has brought g reat
honor to his Law School."
The honoree, who was greeted wil11
a standing ovation, said, '1l1is has been
one of the greatest weekends of my professional life." He noted that the previous night he had received the Treat
Award for Excellence from the National
College of Probate judges and had taken
the red-eye flight back (rom San Diego.
Calif.
"Words cannot express how I feel in
receiving the jaeckle Award."' he said.
The judge gave special thanks to the
practicing bar. and to his staff - "the
people who make me look so good." •

Judge !Hal/inn with
Peter J. F'iorl'lla Jr. '63
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Matte rs of trust

23rd annual Convocati onjocuses on
issues in estate practice
erhaps it was the pros pect of
Continuing Legal Education
credit, a first for the event.
Pe rhaps it was the complexity
and importance of the topic:
"Who Do You Trust? Current Problems
in Trust and Estate Practice." Wh atever
the reason, UB Law Sch ool's 23rd annual Alumni Convocatio n drew the largest
crowd in its history to th e Hyatl
Regency Buffalo on Nov. 14, 1998.
Six speakers provided perspectives
on the always-changing world of probate, an area of the law with far-reaching
impact on many areas of practice. With
the widespread populari ty of suc h instruments as living trusts, practitioners are
challenged to keep up with the details of
the law to ensure that their clients can
ach ieve the ir goals through effective
estate planning .
The program, mode rated by
Kenneth A. Manning '77, a partne r in the
law firm of Phillips, Lytle, Hitchcock,
Blaine & Huber. began with a discussion
of non-probate assets by Michae l J.
Ryan , a member of the Edward C.
Cosgrove law firm. These, Ryan said,
include suc h assets as a bank account
with joint ownership, with rig ht of s urvivorship - when one account holde r
dies, the asset passes to the s urvivor and
thus does not pass th rough the estate
for probate. Another example would be a
lif(' insurance benefit paid to a su rviving
spouse.
These non-probate a ssets. l~yan
sa id. "can wreal< havor on a carefully
drawn will or C'Stalc· plan." He· r it<-d the
cas<' of a couple· with few assPts bu t two
young child n·n. who wished to C'stablish
a trust for lhC' chilcln·n in thC' Pvent of
tlw pan·nt s' d<·ath. A life ins uram·p pulil'Y that nanws tlwm as b<·uc·lil·iari<>s. h ~·
said . may n<·){al<· th1· n tr<>fully construct-
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Peter J. Br e!•rwka '68

e el provisions of the trust- such as the
ages whe n the childre n would have
access to tl1e money. "'fh e estate can go
up expone ntially with an ins urance benelit," he said. "Withou t the proper bene ficiary desig natrons, you can have some
very serious conseque nces or at least
di sruption."
In addition. there are tax consequences to conside r, Ryan said. He cited
the case of o ne estate that consisted
a lmost entirely of annuities payable to a
number of diffe re nt be neficiaries. But .
bc•rause annu ities do not pass through
tlw «:>stale, "there was no mon{'y left to
pay the expenses and taxes."
Susan J. Egloff. court attornPy-refcr<'t' of the Eric· Cou nty Surrogate's Cou rt,
spoke on that cou rt's role in poslmort<•m planning. Ambigui ties and

e rrors in wills, she said, sometimes can
be corrected after the testator's death.
She disti nguishe d between two me thods
of co rrecting e rrors, refo rmation an d
construction. Reformation, she said, is
"the substantial rewriting of an irre vocable instrume nt. It is very muc h tax-driven." The court, she said, seeks to ascertai n the inten tion of the testator, and
New York State law presumes that he
inte nde d to take full advantage of any
tax savi ngs avai lable. By contrast, Egloff
said, construction is a change in a will or
trust agreement that results in no tax
consequ ences. Courts have been re luctant to change th e terms of a will, s he
noted.
Egloff gave th e example of a man
who had sold hi s business to his two
sons fo r what he thoug ht was fair ma rket valu e , th en set up a n a nnuity under
which th e sons made life time payme nts
to the ir fa the r. Whe n the man died. the
Inte rnal Revenue Service a lleged that
th e ann uity payments we re too s mallin e ffect, th at the man had mad e a g ift ?f
his business to his sons, and $250,000 111
taxes were due o n the estate. "We found
no inte nt on th e part of the man or his
sons to de fra ud,'' Egloff said. "The
accou ntant had used the wrong actuaria l
tables. We reformed the will and were ,.
able to escape those lax consequences.
She also cautioned against use of
mass-marked living trust agreemen ts.
saying that such a standa rdi zed .form
makes it difficult to discern the rnte nt of
the testator.
Charles E. Milch '67. a partner in
the firm of Gibson, McAskill & Crosby.
spoke on discovery and reverse c~iscov
<·r-y in Surrogate's Court proceedrng_s.
Th<'SP Article 2 1 proc('edings. he sa rd.
enable a fiducimv to recover property
held by somcom: ('(se that is belipved to

be the rig htf·ul property of the estate.
TI1e proceeding takes place in two phases, he said. "The firs t phase is inquisitorial. There is g reat latitude permitted; it
can be a fis hing expedition," he said.
'The second phase is a hearing on the
me rits, and all the rules of evidence
apply. Both sides have the right to trial
by jury in this phase.'' T he burde n of
proof. Milch said , is on the petitioner.
UB Law Professor Ke nneth Joyce, a
s pecialis t in laxation. estates and trusts,
spoke in some detail on the recent "antime rger" legislati on in New York State.
Unde r this statutory change to the New
York E PTL, he said , the sole trus tee and
the sole life time bene ficiary can be the
same person - a situation prohibited
unde r the law as it previously read . The
change, he said, like ly will result in the
increased use of the revocable lifetime
tru st as a s ubs titute for a wi ll and a
mean s to avoid probate.
John E. Spadafora '71. a partner in
the law firm of Mutusick. Spadafora &

Ven·astro, addressed the topic of premarital and post-marital agreements and
their impact on estates. He maintained
that the key element in executing s uch
an agreement is to define what is marital
property and what is separate properly .
The statute de fines what property falls
under each of these categories, he said,
but that designation can be changed in
the pre-marital or post-marital agreement. One issue that arises: As the marital partners' separate properly appreciates, for example a mutual fu nd account,
is that appreciation to be considere d
marital prope rty or separate property?
Another issue is pe nsion rig hts, which
for some clients may be U1eir major
asset. In a second marriage, he said, the
client may wis h to assig n his pension
be ne fits to the childre n of his first marriage. Child cus tody issues, he said, are
another conte ntious area in s uch agreeme nts. And "all of this," Spadafora
noted . "is subject to the review of the
trial judge at the time you present your

agreement. "
Peter J. Brevorka '68, of the law
firm of Gibson, McAs kill & Crosby,
urged the audie nce, "If you have people
coming into your office o n anyU1ing matrimonial, have them do some estate
planning." He is often s urprised, he said ,
by s pouses who divorce but neglect to
change U1e beneficiary desig nation on
li.fe insurance policies or their pension
plan. He note d a difficulty regarding
pensions: iliat ERJSA does not recogn ize
pre-marital agreements, only post-marital ones. "So what are you going to do?"'
he as ked. "You have a pre-marital ag reement in which U1e s pouses say. we are
going to waive U1e rig hts to each other's
plans. One idea is to have the forms prepared before the marriage, and once
they are marrie d have the m come back
down to the office and sig n the m." But at
that point, he said, one s pouse or the
oU1er mig ht have second thoug h tsand the care full y cons tructed agreeme nt
goes for naug ht. •
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Law Alumni

Association
honors six
its 36th annual meeting
a nd awards dinner, th e UB
Law Alumni Association
h onored five notable alumni,
nd one non-alumnus, for
making sig nificant contributions to their
colleagues, their communities and th e
legal profession.
The association's boa rd of di rectors
created the Distinguis hed Alumni
Awards in 1963. Honorees a re selected
each yea r based upon their individual
accomplishments, their impact on the
community and their dedication to the
practice of law.
Th is year's dinne r was held on May
14, at th e Hyatt Regency Buffalo. Each
honoree was introduced by a colleague
and presented with an engraved plaq ue.
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• Award for the JudiciaryHon.Pau!L. Friedman'68

l•'ro111 l'fno: /Jon. Michael ·1.

lmil·o '58, Sm. Man· ! AJU RatII

Back rrm •. 1£:/lto riglll: Paul r:.
/1 f(/1'1'1" '6/. f;t'IJI"/tl' \f. 1/e::.e/
'7J. //on. Paull .. Friedman '68
and l'l'ft•r ./ Finrl'!la ./r '6J

A United States Dist.rictJudge fo r
the District of Columbia, Judge
F1·iedman was honored for "his conscientious and d ilige nt performance in the
judiciary." Throughou t his legal career,
he has se rved as an administrative assis·
tant U.S. attorney (the fo urth-ranki ng
position in the office) , an assis tant to the
solici tor gene ral of the United States a nd
associate indepe ndent counsel fo r the
Iran-Contra investigation. Prior to
assuming his duties as a U.S. District
Court judge, he was th e manag ing partne r at the Washington, D.C., office of
Wh ite and Case, where he mai ntained
an active appellate practice.
In presenting the award, Hon. David
G. Larimer. chief justice of the Western
District of New York. said. "Paul
Friedman left Buffalo certainly as a s hining star. .. He is an extraordinary, capa·
ble lawyer and is representative of
Buffalo and th is fine law school."
''When I came to UB Law," said

Han. Micllael A . Amico '58

U!./1 to right: Jo/111 /(otago '85, Jo el L. Daniels '63 and Andrew Isenberg '92

''Whe n
I was privile ged
to gradu ate
from this law
school, I
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never
dreamed
that/m ight
somed ay be
honor ed by the
·alumn i for my
achieve1nents
in business. ' '
- lion. Michaei ...J. 'lmico
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l~'i/een 1•/ne. /Jan l1antor and /Jan /J. lwlwn l' '7<)
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Western New York Matrimon ial
T rial Lawyers, past president of
the UB Law Alumni Association
and co-chair of the Erie County
Democratic Party judicial
Screening Committee. He is also
actively involved with the United
Way, the juve nile Diabetes
Association and the National
Conference for Community and
Justice.
Fiorella thanked judge
Den man for her inspiration as a
colleague and friend. "Judge
Denman taught all of us that we
are judged by oU1ers by our honesty, integrity, and most impo rtant. loyalty to frie nds, family and
colleagues. I try faithfully to follow that advice and to instill those
trails in my private life as well as
my law practice on a daily basis,"
said Fiorella.

70

• Award for Public Service P rofessor George M. Hezel ' 73
Pr·t!fessur Ban:r 8. Buyer, lejl, Jan a Boyer and /Jrm{{las S. Coppola '75

Friedman, "I wasn't sure I wanted to be
a lawyer ... I wasn't confiden t where the
future wou ld lead. Teachers like Jack
Hyman, Lou DeJCotto and Ken j oyce
~ught me that the law was inte llectually
mte resting , that the law was practical,
and that much good could be done."

• Award for Private Practice Peter J. Fiorella Jr. '63
Senior partne r at the Buffalo Jaw
firm of Fiore lla, Palmer & Zakia, Fiorella
was recognized for "his leadership by
example as a private practitioner." Hon.
~· Dolores Denman '65, presiding juslice of the Appellate Division, 4th
Department, New York State Supreme
Cot!rt, presented the award to Fiorella
saymg: ''Every association and every '
C~ll~muni~y needs a Peter Fiore lla. He
~ds bee.n Ill the vanguard of so many .
mnovat1ve. icl'"·a"·'· so many programs. so
many proj('cts ... He is the first man
thf'rf' with a hf'lping hand. He is an enormc~usly <"ompassionate. warm human
bc·mg."
1 :·i~>rdla is a n'sp<-cll'd matrimonial
prac·tilionc•r. HI.:' is vic<· chair of the

Associate Clinical Professor at
UB Law, Hezel was honored "fo r
his commitme nt to public service."
Director of the Law School's Affordable
Housing Clinic. he co-teaches cou rses in
affordable housing transactions and
community development law. He has
received public service awards from
Niagara University and Housing
Opportunities Made Equal, and serves
as a judge in the Town of Aurora.
Dean R. Nils Olsen presented Hezel
with the award and spoke proudly of hi s
friend and colleague. "George has exemplified the legal profession's obligation
to provide professional se1vices directed
toward the public good and has demonst rated to his students that it is possi ble
for an attorney to do well and to do good
during a life time of sophisticated individual practice," said Olsen.
"If UB Law stands for anything,''
said Hezel. "I th ink it stands for love and
service to the public ... I count it a privilege to teach at a Jaw school where it is
not only possible but appropriate to
E:'mphasize public service. Helping studf•nts find their own version of legal
practice that is shaped by an understanding of th(' public good and enabled
by finc·ly hon<'d skills is its own reward

- a reward I take home every day I
work."
• Award for Community Service Paul C. Weaver '61
Partner at the Buffalo-based law
firm of Jaeckle, Fleischmann & Mugel
LLP, he was recog nized "for his many
contribu tions to the betterme nt of our
community ." Professor Thomas E.
Headrick, University provost, enumerated Weaver's achievements in the community, re marking, "It has been Paul's
desire to make Buffalo a better place for
us all - not a desire for personal
recog nition - that has driven him to
give so much of himself to so many of
our community 's needs ami projects."
A business and corporate law attorney, Weave r has been an active membe r
of the New York State Bar Association's
Business Law Section for 29 years. He is
a me mber of the stale bar association's
House of Delegates and serves on two
New York O ffice of Court Administratio n task forces. He has been a columnist for Business First for several years,
and is active with the United Way and
Catholic Ch arities.
"I am proud of the University at
Buffalo Law School for recognizing that
community service is an importan t
respo nsibility of our profe ssion," said
Weave r. "It is to me very humbling to
be singled ou t for this recognition in the
midst of so much dedicated and beneficial service by so many members of our
g reat profession. I challenge my
younger colleagues to recog nize and
accept th is legacy in community service
and to canyon this fine tradition."
• Award for Business Hon. Michael A. Amico '58
Chair man of the board of Valu
Home Centers Inc .. Amico was celebrated "for his exemplaty achievement in
business." Amico had a notable career in
law e nforcement before turning to the
world of business. He joined the Buffalo
Police Department in 1947 and is a fo rmer Erie Cou nty sheriff. Known for his
tough position o n organ ized crime and
illegal narcotics, Amico was named
"Man of the Year" by the Buffalo News.
He later co-founded Valu Home Cemers
Inc. and he is now chairman. pre::;ident
and chie f executive officer of Orchard

Park Distributors, chairman of Are na
Distr ibutors Inc., and vice chairman of
J MA Distributors Inc. and Dick Urban
Distributors Inc.
"Mike Amico is an individual
whose hard work and extraordinary ability allowed him to have two highly successful careers," said Vice Dean Alan S.
Carrel. "Even more important, while he
was ama.s sing an e normous string of
accomplishme nts, he remained a wonderful, honest, sincere person, who truly
cares about and regularly helps othe rs."
Amico attributes his success to an
early start in business. "As most of you
probably know, my public career was
devoted to law erJorcement," said
Amico. ''What most of you probably
don't know is tl1at for most of my life and
almost exclusively for the past 20 years,
I have been a businessman. Before Jaw
school, I ran a ve1y successfu l shoe
shine operation at the age of 12 ... But
even when I was privileged to g raduate
fr om this law school, I never dreamed
that I might someday be honored by the
alu mni for my achievements in business."
• Aaro n N. Bloch Me morial Award
for Service by a Non-Alumna Sen . Mary Lou Rath
State senator fo r New York's 60th
Senatorial District, she was the sole nonalumna to receive special recog nition at
U1e event. Rath was honored "for he r
outstandi ng service to U1e commun ity by
a non-alu mna." Elected to the Erie
County Legislature in 1978 and the state
Senate in 1994, she serves as chair of
both the Senate's Co mm ittee on Local
Government and the Administrative
Regulatio ns Review Commission. She is
the founder of the Welfare/Medicaid
Reform Coalition and U1e Bipartisan
Alliance of Western New York
Legislators for Welfare/ Med icaid
Re form.
Professor William R Greiner,
University president, introduced Rath
saying, "Over the course of 15 years in
the Erie County Legislature, Ma1y Lo u
Ralh established herself a - a happy warrior and leader of the mi nority in the
Erie County Legislature who stood for
good things in this county. Now she is in
the upper hous!-' of th l' legislature. Mary

Lou has been an extraordinmy representative for the people of Western New
York. She has done an e normous
amount of good for us in terms of s upporting our Institute for Local
Governance and Regional Growth at the
University."
Rath praised the accomplishments
of the UB Law Alumni Association and
in particular its 1997-98 preside nt,
Samue l L. Shapiro, for successfull y
securing a $1.8 milli on legislative appropriation for the Law School. She predicted g reat s uccess fo r the future of UB
Law. "You can primarily th ank Sam
Shapiro for making sure that (bill) got
throug h Albany this year," said Rath.
"You are looking for this law school to
compete nose to nose wiili the best law
schools in the coun try," she said. "I
tl1ink you have set the base. We are
poised to make that happen."
• Sp ecial Award of Appre cia tion Ba rry B. B oyer
Outgoing dean of the Law School.
Boyer was presented the final award of
the ~ven ing in tribu te to his leadership.
Pres1dent Samuel Shapiro presented the
a~a.rd , which read: "Presented in appreCJauon to Bany B. Boyer for his s upport
of the UB Law Alu mni Association and
for his outstanding contributions to U1e
University at Buffalo Law School duri ng
his 1993 to 1998 tenure as clean."
Boye r than ked the alumni for their
C?I:nmitment to the Law School, emphaSIZlllg the importance of nurturing the
strqng bond between the Law School
and its alumni. "In the inte rvening years.
I have come to unde rstand what a truly
extraordina1y g roup of alu mni we have.''
~aid Boyer. "People here work togeth er.
ltft each other up, tty, not always successfully, but at least consistently, to
uphold those hig h ideals of the profession that inspired so many of us to go to
law school years ago. The success of the
Law School is going to depend very
much on its strong partnership with the
bar and the com munity.
''You are our future as well as our
past and our tradition.'' •
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UBLaw

strikes gold
t was another stellar year for the
UB Law Alumni Association's
GOLD (Graduates of the Last
Decade) Group. Offering fresh
and innovative programs, the
GOLD Group strives to provide social
and professional activities gear ed toward
attorneys who have recently embarked
on their legal careers.
'The GOLD Group provides wonderfu l social and educational events for
newly admitted attorneys," explains
Natalie Schaffer '93, an attorney with the
Buffalo law firm Harrington & Mah oney,
and this year's GOLD Group president.
"What many UB Law alumni do not realize is that they automatically become
members of the GOLD Group upon
graduating."
To kick off another exciting season,
the GOLD Group board of directors
hosted a happy hour at The She been, a
popular Irish pub in downtown Buffalo.
Alumni we re invited as guests of the
GOLD Group to mingle with frie nds,
network with other attorneys, and discuss everything from Jaw to the weather.
"The social events are a great
opportunity to meet our colleagues. We
are encouraged by the increasing attendance at our events," says Amy Wendt
Fitch '96, chair of the GOLD Group's
social committee. A spring social is
already in the works, and promises to
deliver another evening of fun and e ntertainment.
Also growing in popularity is the
GOLD Group's UB Law Downtown CLE
series. Providing quality educational programs to attorneys at all stages of their
career. the series is composed of four
n10ming h,ctures held at the Midday
Club in downtown Buffalo. Atte ndees
can star! the ir morning right with a
( 0111 i1wntal bn:al<fasl ami a on<>-hour
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1\ atalie !-. Sc!tqOer '93 ,

l~(l,

Step/zen C. l IJ/U/(1' '94 and (;hf"istine l 'ba '94

presentation on varying hot topics in
law. This year the program has been
particularly successfully, as each lecture
in the series is e ligible for CLE accreditation.
A full room of attendees assembled
for "The Facts About Long Term Care
C<>Vt-rage," the first of the series which
began in November. The lecture was
~resP n~ed by law Professor Anthony
Szczygie l. who is chair of the Coalition
o_f Mc~lical Adv(Jcatcs. Hearing
f"'.xamuw r John J . Aman, of Erie County

Family Court, and president of the New
York State He aring Examiners
Association, brought in the new year
with "1999 Child Support Resolutions ...
and How to Keep The m." Christophe r K.
Reed , assistant U.S. trustee. spoke to an
attentive audience on Chapter 7 and
Chapter 13 bankruptcy proceedings.
The final lecture in this year's series will
be presented this spring by Douglas
Dimitroff. an attorney with the Buffalobased law firm Hodgson. Russ.
Andrt•ws, Woods & Goodyear. Dimitroff

Doug las

II ~

Dimitroff '8 9 and AmJ' J. Fitcll '96

I l"md.r Eber and U sa J\luel/er '9 J

will speak on real estate issues and land
title s urveys.
Gretche n Aylward '95, a me mbe r of
the GO LD Group's Education
Committee, commented, 'These pro·
g r ams have becom e even more valuable
with the arr ival of mandatory CLE, and
are an excellent way for practitioners to
obtain CLE c redit. We expect the pro·
grams to be even more successful in
1999."
[n add ition to its usual activities. the
GO LD (;roup heig h tene d its commit·

m ent to the Law School by offering to
assist in the recruitment of top students.
Wendy hv ing '91 will co-ch air U1e new
Recruitme nt Committee.
"The GO LD Group Board is looking
forward to actively participating in the
Law School's recruitment effort by
establishing one-on-one relations hips
with some of the nation's brig htest s tu·
dents who a re cons idering UB Law,'·
says Irving. "Our goal is to assist the
recr uitment professionals in spreading
the word about the amazing resources

and opportunities at UB Law, while at
the sam e time to provide a friendly and
objective ear to top stude nts making one
of the most important decis ions of their
lives."
Officers of this year's GOLD Group
include: Natalie Schaffer '93, of
Harrington & Mahoney, as preside nt;
Stephen L. Yonaty '94, of Nespe r, Ferber
& DiGiacom o, as in1med iate pas t president; W endy Irving '91, associate d irector of planned g iving, Unive rs ity at
Buffalo, as secretary; Amy Fitch '96, of
Hodgson, Russ, And re ws, Woods &
Goodyear, as social chair; Eileen
Kennedy '~4, of Sape rston & Day, PC, as
membership chair; And rew Isenberg
'92, of Grese ns & Gillen, LLP, as com·
munications chair; and Chris Mar ks '93
'
of Buffalo Financial Associates, as
finance chair.
Add itional board m embers include·
.
Hilai?' Ban ke r '96, of Burgio, K.ita &
Curvm , as social c hair elect: Gretchen
Aylward '95, of Griffith & Yost, as educa·
tion ch air e lect; David Pfa lzg raf '97, of
Hodgson, Russ, And rews. Woods &
Goodyear , as me mbers h ip chair e lect;
and Joseph N. Del Vecchio '96 of
National Fue l Gas, as commun,ications
chair elect.
Als?, Jean Bre nner '95, of Phillips,
Lytle , Hitchcock. Blaine & Hube r;
Carl_ton Browne ll '89. of the Law Office of
Kevm D . Walsh; Colleen Dietr ich '92 of
the Attorney Grievance Committee· '
D?uglas Dimitroff '89, of Phillips. L;,ue,
~Itchcock, Blaine & Huber: Julie Falvey
90. of the Law Office of J ulie Falvey;
Kenn eth Gosse! '91, of National Fuel Gas·
D~i~l Kilalea '97, of the Eiie County ·
DI~tnct Attorney's Office; Richard
Kneger '90, of Gosse!. Krieger &
Newcomb: Mmi anne Marim10 '94, of the
Fede~·al. Public De fender's Office: j oseph
Mam s 93. of Albrecht, Magu ire. Heffe rn
& Gregg; Paula Eade Newcomb '90, of
y olgenau & Bosse: and Christine Uba
94· of Ule Law OOice of Chris tine Uba.
T he GOLD Group eagerly invites
.
mterested alumni g raduati ng wit hin the
pastlO years to co ntact the m with ideas
~nd become involved with the organiza·
tion. "We welcome s uggestion and
comments from the entire members hip
and encourage new attorneys who want
to become more involved in the g rou p to
contact one of the board members.'' says
Schaffer. "The influx of new attom eys on
ilie bom·d keeps our programs and
eve nts fres h and inte resting."
lf you are interested in becoming a
t~ember of th<:> GOLD (;roup board of
directors and contributing to its s uccess.
con tact Natalie Schaffer at (7lo)
H53<i700. It's a golden opportunity! •
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A world
of experience

McGrath wins
Chancellor's
Award
lien T. McGrath, an associate librarian in the Charles
B. Sears Law Library, was
one of six University at
Buffalo faculty me mbe rs
two librarians and four professional ~taff
members to receive 1998 State
University of New York Chancellor's
Awards for Excellence from SUNY
Chancellor Joh n W. Ryan.
This year marks the 25th anniversary
of the Chancellor's Awards and the 50th
anniversaJy of SUNY. Each Chancellor's
Awards recipient receives an inscribed cert.ificate and a cast bronze medallion.
The Chancellor's Award for
Excellence in Librarians hip recognizes
"skill in librarians hip; service to the campus, the University and the field: scholarship an ~l professional growth, and major
professiOnal achievements."
"I am honored to receive this award
parti:.ula~·ly in t1.1is s pecial ann iversary '
~ear. sa•d .Mc(,rath. " It is very gratifym g t~ rec.e ive s uch recognition for my
contnbut1ons to the fie ld of librarians hip
which l enjoy so much. l owe many
.
than ks to my colleagues in the Law
Libra1y, the University Libraries, and the
law li braries across the country , for the ir
generou s advice and assistance."
McGrath, who came to UB in 1987.
was promoted to associate librarian in
the UB Law Libra1y in 1993. She currently serves as head of cataloging, responsible for the admini stration of the
Catalog ing Departme nt. McGrath served
as project manage r for the LEXIS database catalogi ng projed. funde d throug h
a g rant from Mead I>ata Central. Inc.
from J 9H9-1991 . She has also supc>rvisc>d
practica and s twdal projc>cts for stud<·nts
in tlw l iB 'ldwol of Information and
.
[.ibrary ";tudi('S.
. . M~·(,rat h a~• tlwn·d the monograph
(,uuii'/IIII'S for ( ataloging the Files
11tmila!J/t• 'f'ltmuf!il /J\XIS. whid1 was
puhlislwd hv tlw Amc·rican Association

Johanna Oreskovic
comes ho1ne to teach

E
74

ohan na Oreskovic, a new
ins tructor in Research and
Writing at UB Law this fall
semeste r, took th e latter path
to he r of1ice on the seventh
floor of John Lord O'Brian Hall. A
Western New York native, s he has
taught Englis h , h is tory, psychology
and hu manities in places as d iverse as
Switzerland , Engla nd and St. Louis.
For Ores kovic, law is the culmin ation
of a wide range of acade mic studies
that includes adva nced degrees in history and school cou nseling.
" I th ought about law school for a
long time ." Oreskovic said . "I kept
putting it off. The n. at a certain point
whe n I was in St. Louis, working as an
ins tructor and the director of gu idance at a preparatory school, I decided it was now or never."
She return ed to UB. where s he
had donr her unde rgraduate work
and had earne d a mas ter's degree in
school counseling, and s topped by the
Law School. "I sat in on one of Belly
Mensch's classes," she said. "That d id
it for me. It was wonde t·ful. But as it
turned out, once I was in law school I
never had a c lass with her." No matter
-in 1997 s he g raduated magna cum
laude having served as book review
editor of the Buffalo Law Review and
research assi s tant for Professors
Alfred Konefsky. David Engel and
Frank Mu nge r.
"What I really liked about the
Law School,'' she said, "was the broad ,
inte rdisciplinary focus that paid attention to other fields of s tudy. It was
inte resting. exciting and challenging."
( )reskovic noted that there> are
poin ts oi commonality between her
previous studies and jobs. and the
s tudy and practice of law. The law
cvolvc·s. for t·xamplC'. in a historical

J
of Law Libraries (AALL) in 1992. She
has publis hed two articles in the refe reed journal Cataloging & Classification
Quarterly and has contributed book
reviews to the journal RQ. McGrath has
pre.s ented a numbe r of invited papers on
vanous as pects of legal cataloging issues
and s he co-edits regular colu mns in the
quarterly newsle tters Technical Services
Law Librarian (TSLL) and ALLUNY
Newsletter. She has served on the editorial board of TSLL and cur re ntly sits on
tl~e editorial board of MC}OURNAL:
?he j ournal of Academic Media
Librarianship.
McGrath is an active mem ber of
nu~erou s law library and library organizallons. She was e lected member-at1?rge. of the Online Bibliographic Service
Special in terest Section of the AAJ.L in
1;97 and she was recently appointrd to
t e MLL Call fo r Papers Committee
.
McGrath 's othe r membersh·p ..
Include the
.
S
I s.
. Technic·tl
.
' ·Ser VICes
, pee~al
lntere~t SectiOn of the MLL. the
Assocmtton of Law I .ibraries of U. , ,
f\Jew York (AI I liNY) the A
. pstc~te
.
••
•
me n ca
1.tbr~ry. Association. the Online
Aucho_viStial Catalogers. the North
AS~wnca~l S('r.i als lnt <·rE:'s l Group. and tlw
· lctH·
.
0 f N c·w y ork Ltbrarians
.. l. huverstly
.
·
ASSOCI<lltOn, •

context in response to the concerns of
the Lime.
Oreskovic said hers was the first
class to benefit from the Research and
Writing program. She speaks with
enthusiasm about what the two-semes·
ter course for first-year stude nts can
accomplish.
T he course's first semester focuses
on predictive writing, she said, such as a
me mo that analyzes possible arguments
and counte rarg uments in a case. ''1l1is is
immediate, hands-on exposure to what
lawyers do," Oreskovic said. "Stude nts
learn to write in a way that conveys
information clea rly and precisely,
because in practice they will be wliting
for very busy people." The second
semeste r, she said , focuses more on per·
suasive writing. such as a brief or argu·

Johanna

Oreskouic

ment that goes before a court, a nd
advanced research techniques, includ·
ing more compute r database work.
Oreskovic's own writing includes
a just-published article: "Capturing
Volition Itself: Employee Involve me nt
and th e Teamwork for Employees a nd
Managers Act," in the Berlwley journal
of Emp/oymeut and Labo1· Law. Sh e
continu es to work part time in the liti·
galion departme nt of the Buffalo-based
law finn Hodgson, Russ, Andrews,
Woods & Goodyear - a position that
demands just the kind of writing she is
teach ing to her first-year law stude nts.
''\~'titing is hard work," she
acknowledged. "It is not something that
comes easily or naturally to most peo·
pie, myself included. It is not unusual
for me to go through four or five drafts
of a brief." •

UB Law meets
Harvard Law
wo UB Law graduates,
VVendy lnnne'97,and
Leila Hila! '98, are now
pursuing advanced law
degrees at Harvard Law
School in the area of human rig hts.
Both took with them to Cambridge an
eagerness to expand their education
and fond memories of their experie nce
a t UB Law.
Irvine, former director of UB
Law's Extern ship Program. is pursuing
a LL.M. in orde r to develop her teach·
ing credentials. Curre ntly, she is writ·
ing a thesis on huma n rights with
the mes drawn from e nvironme ntal jus·
lice lite rature.
"My interest in the program
ste ms from a suggestion from
Professor David Engel to consider law
teaching as a career and from
Professor Makau Mutua, who ca me to
UB Law from Harvard, and spoke
highly of the program and the faculty
here."
irvine is proud of her UB Law
education: "What makes UB Law an
e xcelle nt educational experience is the
depth of the faculty." she says.
" tudents can work with professors
whose inte rdisciplinary research inter·
ests challe nge the boundaries of legal
scholarsh ip. They can also work on
actual cases. eithe r th roug h the clinic
or with faculty who are bringi ng land·
mark cases, such as Professor Lucinda
Finley.
"The opportunity to be a research
assista nt for Professo rs David Engel
an d frank Munger. and the time I
spent in Dean Olsen's e nvironme nt al
policy clinic. stand out as the experi·
e nces that shaped my education
most." she says. "Professor Errol
Meidinger's e nvironmental law class·
es. influe nced by his interclisciplinaty
orientation, undoubtedly influence'
how I am approaching my studiC's
he re .''
Hila! is in the process of develop·
ing a thesis in an area of hu man rights
law that will lay the foundation for an
LL.M. She says lwr intC'resl in human
rig hts stems from her studies at liB
Law.
"My area of interest is intern at ion·
al law and human rights ." says Hila!.
"At LIB. I st udi ed undt'r Proft>ssor
Mutua. He always prl'sl'nted human
right s as a personal, political qu<'st ion.
which placed stude nts in the ntiddlt• ol
thl' tkbatc. This tactic was t•ugaging
and motival<'d lllt' to further l'Xamirw
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my own opinions on international
human rights law.
"I also recall Professor Guyora
Binder's International Law and Theories
of]ustice classes as sig nificant educational experiences," she adds. "I found
the UB Law faculty supportive, willing to
explore the law contextually and from a
student's pe rspective.
"Harvard Law School has been a
profound experience fo r the resources
it, and the wider University, offer," says
Hila!. "The HLS graduate program is
in ternationally diverse, which provides
many learning opportunities outside the
classroom.
"Yet, I miss the decentralized orie ntation of UB and its strong and unique
culture of inquiry." •

Hard wired
David R. J{oepsell
thinks about cyberspace
he year was 1990, and David
R Koepsell was working as
a confidential clerk in the
office of former New York
State Attorney Gene ral
Robe1t Abrams. The office was awash in
activity. It was in the midst of State of
New York v. Hooker Chemical - th e
famous "Love Canal trial,'' in which the
state sought to hold the che mical company responsible for enormous environmental damage to that Niagara County
neigh borhood. There were thousands of
exhi bits, perhaps tens of thousands of
pages of technical documents.
Koepsell, who has just joined the
fac ulty of UB Law School as an instructor in the Research and Writing program. knew somethi ng that few people
in legal settings knew about at the ti me.
Having grown up fooli ng around with
such early machines as the Commodore
64 and the TRS-80. he knew how to work
a computer.
"My computer expertise was a novt·ILy then," hl' said. "We had these luggabll'" computers. big. bulky th ings. that

T
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we would haul back and forth to court to
coordinate the exhibits with th e office."
But the young intern took away
from that experience some thing as valuable as he brought to it. "It was exciting
because I got to watch these g reat
lawyers and this really interesting trial,"
he said. "That was when I realized th at I
wanted to go to law school. I truly
believed in what the attorney general's
office was doing, and I greatly admired
the attorneys doing the work.
So Koepsell, who was Phi Beta
Kappa in political science and English at
UB as an undergraduate, entered UB
Law School - and for one brutal semester, found himself at sea.
"One of my motives now in teaching," he said, "is l:ly ing to keep people
from expe riencing the utter horror I
experienced when I didn't know what I
was doing. Nowhe re but in law school
do you have to use tl1 ese very specific
skills." And this was before the advent of
the Research and Wri ting program, he
notes, so he had to figu re some of those
skills out on his own.
One thing that happened was his
decision to ente r a dual degree prog ram
with the Department of Philosophy. "It
turned out to be the sort of thing I could
study and ta ke in any direction I wanted," he said. Naturally, his newly trained
philosopher's mind turned to computers

and th eir networked exte nsion, the
newly coined "cyberspace."
The course of study that became
his dissertation concerned the ontology
of cyberspace - thinking about the
nature of the Internet and what sort of
reality it possessed. "One of the things
tl1at concerned me was, is the Inte rnet a
physical place? I wanted to develop a
real understanding of what cyberspace
is so that our decisions about how to
manage it can be based on that reality. I
started pulling up cases having to do
with cybe rspace, and I started realizing
that the law has developed a rather naive
or crude idea of cyberspace." For example, Koepsell said , a seemingly simple
question - Is computer software an
expression and thus copyrightable, or an
invention and thus pate ntable? opened a bee's nest of possibilities and
conflicting interpretations by diffe rent
courts .
Such a question is important, he
said, because "we are now suffe ring th e
consequences of increased litigation"
related to such issues as corporate attorneys work to protect their companies'
in terests in tl1e face of unclear or conflicting laws. l11e cost of such litigation
even can drive smalle r companies out of
business, Koepsell said. "It is a realworld proble m," he said.
Koepsell earned the ].D. in 1995
and the Ph.D . in philosophy in 1997, and
his inte rest in cybe rspace issues continues. He is seeking grant support for a
new Center for Legal On tology at UB,
and is working on a research project
called "Software and Intellectual
Property: A Pilot Investigation in Leg al
Ontology," whic h addresses th e contentious "browser wars" between
Microsoft's Explorer program and
Netscape's Navigator.
As for Research an d Writing,
Koepsell says it is a course that h e
h opes will help his students through,~he
rigors of the first year of law school. I_
wish there had bee n a program like thiS
whe n 1 was in school," he said. "It is~ lot
less frig htening being on the other sJde
of the lectern." •
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Hon. Matthew J. Jasen '39, former
chief judge of the New York CoUii of
Appeals and attorney with the Buffalo
law firm of Jasen, Jasen & Sampson,
received the Judicial Award from the
Bar Association of Erie County
Volunteer Lawyers Project. Jasen was
honored at VLP's 15th Anniversary and
Volunteer l~ecognition Reception, held
on Dec. l. 1998. He resides in Orchard
Parle N.Y.

Jack A. Gellman '40, of Niagara Falls,
N.Y., is writing a book titled, Not Guilty.
1l1e book, which he researched for 15
years, analyzes friction between
Christianity and Judaism over a span of
2,000 years. Gellman and his wife annually co-sponsor the jack & Florence
Gellman lecture seti es witi1 the
American Jewish Committee of Buffalo
at Niagara University. 1l1e seties bling~
in national speakers to discuss the
improvement of relations between
Christians and Jews. Gellman also maintains a residence in Fort Myers, Fla.
Hon. John T. Curtin '49 was presented with the Libetty Bell Award on May
13. 1998, at the 1998 Law Day Awards
sponsored by tl1e Bar Association of
Elie County. CUitin is a U.S. District
CoUii judge in the Western District of
New York. He resides in Buffalo.

1950s
Jack 0 . Gaylord '51 participated in a
20-year, victorious crusade to obtain
91 1 computerized emergency coverage
fo r Chautauqua County and oU1er rural·
counties tl1roughout Western New
York. Retired (rom private practice.
Gaylord resides in Collins, N.Y.
Hon. DavidJ. Mahoney '52, ofilie
New York State Supreme Court, Eighth
Judicial District, was the recipient of
the second annual Hall of Fame Award
sponsored by Kids Escaping Drugs, an
alcohol and drug dependency service
project.
Frank R- Papa '52, co-owner of
National Fire Adjusters International in
Amherst. N.Y.. becaml:' onP of the fir. t
non-tTsident licensed public adjustC'rs
in Florida. NFA is a public adjusting
linn. lict·nst'd to rcptTSl'nt the policy-

holder in insurance claims, specifically
property and business income claims.
Papa lives in Williamsville, N.Y.
Richard M. Englis h '53, of Palm
Des~rt, Calif., has retired after 45 years
of pnvate practice in California. His
son, Rick, has taken over his practice in
Downey, Calif., and his daughter.
Mary, now heads his practice in Palm
Desett, Calif.
Herald Price Fahringer '56 was recognized at the annual meeting of ilie
Criminal Justice Seclion of the New
York State Bar Association for a career
that has embodied U1e highest ideals of
U1e Criminal justice Section, and his
commitment to zealous advocacy.
Fah1inger, who lives and works in New
York City. is a partner in the law firm of
Lipsitz, Green, Fahringer, Roll,
Salisbury & Cambria, L.L.P.
Richard F. Griffin '57 , a partner in
t11.e Buffalo law firm Phillips, Lytle,
Httchcock, Blaine & Huber L.L.P., was
honored with ilie Distinguished
Member Award of the National
Association of Railroad Trial Counsel. A
past president of lhe organization, he
currently serves on its Executive
Committee. Gri ffin resides in Buffalo.
Joel Brownstein '58 was honored by
tl1e Bar Association of Erie County
Volunteer Lawyers Project for his pro
bono work in the area of not-for-profit
representation. He was presented an
award at VLP's 15th Anniversary and
Volunteer Recognition Reception, held
on Dec. 1, 1998. Brownstein is an att orney with Borins, Setel. Snitzer &
B.rownstcin and is on the board of
~tre~tors for Neig hborhood Legal
Services. I-IC' lives in Williamsville. N.Y.
Antllo~ly J. Colun:i .Jr. ' 58, senior
ma~lagll1~ attOJ.'tw y at Block & Colucci.

P.l .. was appomtecl a nwmbt'r of the

!
Oversight Committee for the Juilliard
School scholarships, as entrus ted to the
Su rrogate of Erie County. He also was
appo inted to the Community
Foundation of Greater Buffalo's board
of directors. He received the Citation
Award fro m the National Conference
for Community and Jus tice. Colucci
resides in Buffalo.

offices of Gibson, McAskill & Cros by.
He also practices with the finn of
T urner Enochs & Lloyd , P.A. in
Greens boro, N.C. Brevorka concentrates in the areas of es tate planning,
probate and e lder law. He is a Fellow in
the American College of T rus t and
Es tate Counsel and a re sident of
Buffalo.

Jack L. Getma n '5 8, of Amherst,
N.Y.. was elected deputy
treasurer/treasurer-elect of the Bar
Association of Erie County fo r the 199899 term. Getman is a partner in the
Buffalo law fi rm of Getman. Biryla &
Binko.

Robe rt P. Fine ' 68, senior me mber
of the Buffa lo law firm Hurwitz & Fine,
P.C., has been appointed to the
Departme ntal Judicial Screening
Committee for the Fourth Jud icial
Department. T he I 3-me mber committee. appointed by the New York
State gove rnor, is responsible for evaluating candid ates for the slate Su pre me
Cour t a nd th e Appellate Division,
Fourth Departme nt. Fine also serves
on th e executive co mmi ttee of the New
York State Bar Association's business
law section. He is a member of th e
board of d irectors of the Roswell Park
Cance r Ins titute Con)., secretary of the
Erie County Indu strial Developme nt
Agency. and c hairs the Law School's
a nnual fund d rive. He lives in
Will ia ms ville. N.Y.

Richard M. English '51

J a mes L. Magave m '59 was presented with the Lawyer of the Year Award
at the Bar Association of Erie County 's
l l lth annual dinner, held on June 10,
1998. at th e Hyatt Regency Buffalo.
Magavern is a partner in th e Buffalo
law firm of Magavern , Magavern &
Grimm and has practiced law for more
than 38 years. He resides in Buffalo.

19605
Richard J. Attea '6 1 and Brian F.
Attea announced the formation of Attea
& Allea, a partnership for the gene ral
practice of law in North Boston, N.Y.
Richard Attea lives in North Boston.

Richard F. Griffin '5 7

Stuart A. Gellman '61, of East
Amherst, N.Y., s poke at the New York
Stall' Bar Association's Family La w
Section at its annual meeting in
Vermont. Ce llman spoke on the role of
buy-sell agreements in valuing closely
held corporations and private practices.
a nd the tax impact of assets in an equitablt:" distribution case. He maintains a
private practice in Buffalo.
Ronald Willig '65 joined his practictwilh tht- offices of Corey J. Hogan and
Associatl'S to form the law offices of
I log-an and Wi llig in Amherst. N.Y. Tlw
g-em·ral-prat'lice firm will also maintai n
a satl·llit<· office in Lockport. N.Y. Willig
liws in Williamsvill<·. N.Y.
Peter .I. Hrcvorlw '68 was recl'ntly
nanwd a partn<·r in tlw Buffalo law

Anthony J. Colucci Jr. '58

Mich a e l Wolford '68 and Paul Leclair
fo!·med the law partne rs hip of Wol fo rd
& Le cla ir. L.L.P.. in Roche ster , N.Y.
T he fi rm s pecializes in litigation ma tten; wi th e m phasi s on commerc ial,
securities. em ployme nt. toxic tort and
perso nal injlll1' matte rs. Wolfo rd is a
reside nt of Victo r, N.Y.
Don a ld B . Eppe r s '69, of Orchard
Park. N.Y .. was e lected vice presiclent/presidc nt-elecl of the Bar
Association of Erie Cou nty for the 199899 term. Eppers is a par1ner in the
Buffalo law fi rm of Brown & Kelly.
I.. L. P.. where he focuses his practice on
ins urance law and negligence litigation.
He is a member of the Western New
York Trial Lawyers Association. the
Deft'nse Trial Lawyers Association and
tlw International A~sociation of
l><·fense Counsel. He also serves as an
arbitrator for the American Arbi tration
A~~ociat ion and tlw We~tern New York
Trial I,awy(·rs A~~oL"iat ion .

summer at the home of Francis
Pritchard where memories were
exchanged and a wonderful time was
had by all.
'We always invite Dean Hyman ,"
says Harvey Rogers, of counsel to the law
offices of Loreuzo & Cohen. "The members of our class have a closeness that
others don't because they keep in touch. It
adds something to each of our lives."
Left to right, front row: Edward W
Kimzey, David Buch, Francis B.
Pritchard, Dean j acob D. Hyman and
Harvey Rogel'S.

The Class of 1951 is the only UB Law
class to have a reunion every year si11ce
they have graduated. 1998 mar/led 4 7
yem'S since each member of the class
t'eceived tlz eir UB Law diplomas.
Seventeen classmates assembled this

The Class of 1953 celebrated their 45tlz
1'eunion with a "Come If You Ca 11 " luncheon held at Dubois Restaurm1t, near
the site of the original law school campus
in downtown Buffalo. Held m1 Friday,
j une 26th, 1998, classmates relived their
between class get-togethers, and caught
up with more recent events.
''Th e Class of 1953 is a very illustrious class," says Frederic C. Washburn of
the Law Office of Frederic C. Wash bum.
"We had a mixture of veterm1s aud those
who were waiti11g to be called, so conseque11tly, we couldn't stick together over
the yea rs. Yet, we maintained friendships. It was a wonderful reunion m1d it
was ve1y good to see all of them."
Left to right, front row: Terry C. Duro,
james L. Kane. Allan}. Vitch. Neil R.
Farmelo. Richard M. English , Frederic
C. Washburn . F. La mbert Haley and
Nonne R. Kobis.

Left to right, bach row: Bert F.
Halderman, Robert C. Schaus. Norman
E. Kuehnel, William E. Lawson. Ralph
L. Hatpern,]ames N. Hite. Thomas A.
Fort1mato, William T. Quigley,
Matthew X. Wagner. Jr. and Michael G.
Wolfgang.

Left to right, back row: Edward].
Schwendler, j r., Richard R. Wozniak,
Eugeue Martin, Henry S. Wicll, Fm11cis
W Greuno, EdwardS. Spector, Thomas
V. Troy, William Donn McCa rthy,
Raymm1d V. Wylegala, Lul?e C. Owens,
Fred C. Rider, j r. and jacll 0 . Gaylord.

19-705
Ernest J . Norman '70 was elected
president of the Niagara Frontier
Corporate Cou nsel Association, an
association of in-house legal counsel to
Western New York corporations and
organizations. Norman has joined the
law firm of Watson, Bennett, Colligan,
Johnson & Schechter, L.L.P. in Buffalo.
He lives in Tonawanda, N.Y.
Hon. Margaret J. Quinn '70 is the
new Hearing Office Chief
Administrative Law Judge of the
Buffalo-North Office of Hearings and
Appeals. Quinn lives in Delmar, N.Y.
Bernard M. Brodsky '72, of Stafford,
Va., received a masters degree with distinction from Georgetown University
Law School in international and comparative law. Brodsky is counsel to the
f ederal Deposit Insurance Corp. in
Washington, D.C.
Thomas F. Segalla '72 was appointed
chair of Lhe Insurance Law Committee
of Lhe 21,000-me mbe r Defense
Research Insti tute, the nation's largest
association of civil litigation defe nse
lawye rs. Segalla is a partner with the
Buffalo law firm of Saperston & Day,
P.C., and is an adjunct faculty me mber
at UB Law School. He is also a member
of the Federation of Insurance and
Co rporate Counsel. He resides in
Eggertsville, N.Y.
Olney Clowe '73 was named an associate in the Buffalo law firm of Brown &
Kelly, L.L.P., where he concentrates his
practice in civil litigation, insurance
coverage and defense litigation.
Neil A. Goldberg '73, a senior trial
partner and director of the Buffalo law
firm ofSaperston & Day. P.C.. was
elected first vice president of the
21.000-membe r Defe nse Research
Institute. the nation's largest association of civil litigation defense lawyc•rs. A
rt•sidenl of Williamsville. Cold berg
focusc·s his practicP on the defense of
prod uri liabilit y. malprat:tice and per
sonal injury actions. as well as insur
ancc· covc•ragc·.

George M. Hezel '73 received the
Sarah G. Metzger Human Rights
Award at the 35th annual anniversary
dinne r of Housing Opportunities Made
Equal. Hezel was honored for 25 years
of working for social justice. Hezel is an
associate clinical professor at UB Law.
He lives in East Aurora, N.Y.
Hon. Larry D. Martin '73 is a
Supreme Court judge in Kings County,
Brooklyn, N.Y. A resident of Brooklyn,
Marlin has presided over such cases as
People v. Raymond Wesley, 1993, and
People v. Corey jackson, Ind. No.
7776/96.
Hon. Euge n e F. Pigott Jr. '73 was
desig nated as an additional justice of
the Appellate Division, Supreme CoUJi,
4th De pt., by New York State Gov.
George E. Pataki. Prior to th e designation, Pigott served as a justice of the
Supreme Court of the State of New
York in the Eighth Judicial District. He
resides on Grand Island, N.Y., with his
wife and two children.
Hon. Rose H. Sconie r s '73, a New
York State Supreme Court justice, was
elected president of the Supreme CoUJi
Justices Association, Eighth Judicial
District. She was also elected secretary
of the Association of Justices of the
Supreme Court of the State of New
York. Sconiers lives in Buffalo.
Christoph er J. Belling '7 4, Erie
County de puty di strict attorney, served
as instructor and presenter at the

Births
To Jennifer B. Lew '90 and
Paul Foster, a son, Abram Eli,
on Dec. 28. 1997, in Tucson, Ariz.
ToTamra M. Diamond '93
and Alex Korotkin '94, a
daughter, Jenna Elise. on Sept.
18, 1997, in Rochester , N.Y.

National DistJict Attorneys Advocacy
Center in Columbia, S.C. Belling works
and lives in Buffalo.
Corey J. Hogan '7 4 , of Clare nce,
N.Y., joined his practice with the offices
of Ronald Willig to form the law offices
of Hogan and Will ig in Amherst, N.Y.
The general-practice firm will also
main tain a satellite office in Lockport,
N.Y.
H ele n Osgood '74 was named a
membe r of the Buffalo law firm of
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C. Osgood resides in
Bu(falo.
Vince nt J. Tobia '74 joined the
Bu(falo law firm of Lipsitz, Green,
Fahringer, Roll , Salisbury & Cambria,
L.L. P. , as an associate. He practices in
the areas of corporate law and litigation. Tobia lives in Buffalo.
Dia nne B e nne tt ' 75 was chosen by
Presiden t Clinton and Secretary of
Labor Alexis M. Herman as a Wh ite
House delegate to the first National
Summit on Retirement Saving
Education. Be nnett is an attorney with
the law firm of Hodgson, Russ,
Andrews, Woods & Goodyear and was
recently named the first woman president of the finn. She resides in BuUalo.
Robe rt W. Con stantine '75, of
BuUalo, established the Law Offices of
Robe rt W. Constant!ne at the Law
Center of Williamsville, N.Y.
Ian C. Smith DeWaal '75 is senior
counsel to the Criminal Fraud Section
of the U.S. Department of Justice in
Wash ington, D.C. DeWaal resides in
Silver Spring. Mel.
James Eaglin '75 is director of
research for the Federal Judicial Center
in Washington, D.C.

Arthur A. He rdzik '75 was elected
presiden t of the Lancaster Lions Club.
and chairman of the Town of Lancaster
Democratic Committee. A resident of
l..ant·aster. HNclzik is a partner in the
Buffalo law firm of Chelus. Herclzil< and
Speyc•r. P.C

The 40-year anniversary of the graduatio11 of the
Class of 1958 began with dinner at the Buffalo
Club on Saturday, October 17th, 1998. The former classmates exchanged updates and reminisced over their days at UB Law. A large group
assembled the next day at Ralph Wilson Stadium
to cheer on the Buffalo Bills in a gmne agai11st
the jacksonville jaguars. "The Fortieth Reunio11
of the Class of 1958 was a memorable eveni11g for
all who were able to attend. II was made especially so by the presence of our former dea11 a11d long
time friend, jack Hyman," says john H. Stenger
of the Buffalo law offices of Stenger & Fin11erty.
Left to right,/ront row: Dean jacob D. Hyma11,
Anthony C. Vaccaro, Maryamz Saccomando
Freedman, B. Sue Dealy Murszewski and Hon.
Michael A. Amico.
Left to right, seco11d row: George 111. Gibson,
A1thur]. Rumizen, Nicholas ]. Longo, Richard
A. Boccio and james N. Carlo.
Left to right, third row: Noel E. Bmtlo, Eugene
B. Harper and Edwin R. Jlardo,
Left to rigllt,fourth row: Richard A. Gritmn ]r.,
john H. Stenger and j oel Brow11Stei11,
Left to right, back row, 011 balcony: Harold 111.
Halpem, F. Steven Berg a11d Thomas H.
Rosi11ski.

The 35th reunion of the Class of
1962 was well worth the wait. Wlzile a
gathering was origi11ally planned for
November of 1997, scheduli11g co11straints delayed the event u11til March 5,
1998. Attendees were anxious to see one

another, and assembled at the Mm·riott
Hotel in Amlzerst, N. Y for hors d'oeuvres
and dinner.
'We had a great reu11ion a11d a nice
turnout from our class.Everybody gave
short vignettes rememberi11g their law

school experiences. It was a wonderful
event," says Phillip Brothman of Hurst,
Brotlmwn & Yusick.
Left to right, front row: Donald j.
. McCarthy, jr., Gerald ]. Greenan, jr.,
Phillip Brothma11, Roger 7: Davison,
Melvyn L. Hurwitz and Angelo F.
LoDuca.
Left to right, back row: james R. Walsh,
Paul W. Dolloff. Robert E. Nicely,
William}. Magavern, Francis P.
McGarry, Marvin T Dubin , David C.
Quinn, Wade]. Newhouse. William E.
Carey, William D. Schulz and Roberl D.
Gundennan.

Documentation in Medical Malpractice
Cases" at St. Joseph's Community
Hospital in Cheektowaga, N.Y.

Unda Heary J oseph '75 received the
1998 Athena Award for her professional
achievements and her work with other
women professionals. Joseph is an
attorney and shareholder at Buchanan
Ingersoll, P.C., in Buffalo. Sh e focuses
her law practice in the areas of labor
and employment. anti-trust, franchise
and inte llectual property litigation.
Joseph is chair of the Western New
York Wome n's TAP Fund and a member of the YWCA board of directors.
She lives in Williamsville, N.Y.
J oseph A. Sakowski ' 75 and Jeffrey
P. Markello '90 formed the partnership
of Sakowski and Markello, a generalpractice law firm in Elma, N.Y.
Sakowski resides in East Aurora, N.Y.

Thomas F. Segalla '72

David M. Asch e r '78, of South
Orange, N.J., was appointed vice president and general counsel of The
Newark Grou p. The Cranfo rd, N.J .•
company manu factures paperboard
from recycled materials.

Diane F. Bosse ' 7 6 was elected to
the 12-member board of trustees of the
National Conference of Bar Examine rs.
A partner in the Buffalo law firm of
Volgenau & Bosse, she also currently
serves on the Stale Board of Law
Examiners. A director of the UB Law
Alumni Association, Bosse resides in
Clarence, N.Y.
Thomas R. Lochne r '76 was presented the 1998 Hon. Michael F. Dillon Law
Guardian Award by Presiding Justice
M. Dolores Denman of the Appellate
Division, Supre me Court, 4th Dept.. in
Rochester, N.Y. The award recognizes
vigorous advocacy on behali of children. Recipie nts are selected by the
Departme ntal Advisory Committee to
the Law Guardian Program. Lochner is
an attorney at the Law Center in
Williamsville, N.Y .. wh ere he resides.

Thomas H. Burton '78 was na med
board secretary by the trustees of Erie
Community College. Burton will serve
as secre tary for the 1998-99 academic
year. Burton, of the Erie County
Central Police Services Academy, lives
in Clarence, N.Y.
Dan D. Kahane '79

Timothy R. LoVallo '78 received the
V.I.P. Award fo r his longtime commi tment to the Bar Association of Erie
County's Volunteer Lawyers Project.
He was honored at VLP's 15th
Anniversary and Volunteer Recognition
Reception, he ld on Dec. 1. 1998.
LoVallo, of LoVallo & Williams. works
and resid es in Buffalo.
Unda J. Marsh '78 presented a seminar on "The Legal Aspects of Nursing
Practice" to the senior class of the
Sisters Hospital School of Nursing.
Marsh is a partne r in the Buffalo law
firm of Ziller, Marsh & Lang and serves
on the board of directors of the UB Law
Alumni Association. She lives in
WilLiamsville. N.Y.

Patricia A. Pancoe '76 was appointed by Mayor Anthony M. Masiello and
confirmed by the Common Council as
sen ior deputy corporation counsel of
the City of Buffalo. Pancoe lives in
Buffalo.
Janice A. Barber '77, of Buffalo.
addressE.'d staff at the Children's
Hospital of Buffalo on the topic of
·'Medical Malpractice and Depositions ...
An atlornt'y with lhe Buffalo law firm of
Brown & Tarantino. I..L.P.. Barbc·r also
presc·ntc•d an in-sc·rvin· program for
nurses on 'Tiw lmportann· of

Catherine G. Novack '77 was
appointed to establish and staff a satellite office in Tampa, Fla., for the U.S.
CoUJt of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit,
Mediation Office. Novack is co-chair of
the Hillsborough County Bar
Association's ADR Committee, secretary for the Florida Academy of
Professional Med iators Inc. and board
member of the Hillsborough
Association fo r Women Lawyers.
Novack resides in Tampa, Fla.

Stuart P. Gelberg '80

Diane J. McMahon '78, of Orchard
Park. N.Y., was named director of technology commercialization for the
Western New York Technology
Development Center.

Mark G. P earce ' 78, of Buffalo, was
elected vice president of the Volunteer
Lawyers Project Inc. for th e 1998-99
tern1. Pearce is an attorney with Lipsitz,
Green , Fahringer, Roll, Salisbury &
Cambria, L.L.P., in Buffalo.
John L. Simson '78, of Silver Spring,
MD, was recently elected to the Board
of Trustees of the National Academy of
Recording Arts and Sciences. Simson is
an attorney with League Manageme nt
in Takoma Park, MD.
Mark B. Bander '79 was named corporate counsel for the No11heast Division
ofThe Home Depot, in South Plainfield,
N.J. He resides in Riverdale, N.Y.

The Class of 1968 celebrated their 30year rerwio11 with two days of fun-filled
activities of!eri11g sometlli11g for everyone.
On Friday, }u11e 5th, the attendees lziclzed
off the festi vities at Pettibo11es Grille located
in til e North Americare Baseball Park i11
downtown Buffalo.After foo d, driuks and
lots of laughter, tile former classmates
clteered 011 the Buffalo Bisons.
Bright aud early 011 Saturday, j une 6th, 1998, the entire class was in vited to a
panel discussion at tlte Law School led by Professors jacob D. Hyman 011d Kenneth F.
j oyce. Topics included reti1·ement planning, and ways to increase satisfactiou in the
practice of law. Saturday afternoo11 offered attendees several optious, includiug 11i11e
holes ofgolf, a ride 011 Lake Erie aboard Michael McCarthy_'s sailboat, or a Maid of the
Mist Boat Tour of Niagm·a Falls. After a pre-dinner coclztatl pa~y at the home of
Robert Moriarty, the celebratio11 climaxed with dinner aud dancmg at tile Hyatt
Regency Hotel i11 downtown Buffalo.
.
.
,
"People came from as far away as Utah, Clucago aud W~:hmgton, D.C., says .
Michael R. Wolford, of Wolford & Leclair, in Rochester, N. Y It wa~ parttcularly grat_tfying that we were able to attract people from out of town who ltadll I see11 each other m
the 30 years since we graduated. "
Left to righ t,/ront row: Raymond C. Davis, je:e~niahj. Mo:iarty lll, j olm j. ~Duca ,
b
Robert B. IVJ
•.roriarty
Wlllwm
P• Sullwan, ] r., Ronald IV. Zaclmn
Samue I M. rr
1 am uro,
•
·
•
·
and Kenneth S. Kirsner.
Left to right, second row: William;. Love,]r., Michael R. Wolford, Max E. Scltlopy,
Robert B. Conklin, Robert T Mulig and Peter f.Brevorka .
Left to right, third row: joseph A. Platania. Thomas M. Montante, Bruce D. Drucker
and Robert P. Fine.
Left to right. fou 1th row: Andrew Feldman and j effrey A. Sellers.
Left to right. fifth row: William H. Bond, Howard R. Relin and Paul C. Hilbert.
Left to right, sixth row: Norman P. Elfman. Patrie!<}. Baize and Michael/.. McCarthy.

Helen e Antel Brook s '79 was
appointed to the board of educatio n in
Matanuska-Susit.na, Alaska. Brooks
maintains a private practice in Palmer,
Alaska, whe re she resides.
Margare t A. Burt '79 received the
1998 Hon. M. Dolores Denman Award
from the Appellate Div. 4th Dept. Law
Guardian Program fo r her unique contributions to standards of excellence in
the representation of children. Burt
maintains a private law office in
Pittsford, N.Y., where she resides .
Dan D. Kohane '79, of Bu(falo,
addressed the 1998 an nual meeting of
the Federation of Insurance &
Corpora te Cou nsel held in Phoenix,
Ariz. His presentation was tilled
"Technology and the Business of
Litigmion." He also presented befo re
the annual meeting of the Michigan
Defense Trial Counsel Inc. on the topic
''Technology: How a De fen 'e
Practitioner Utilizes It in His Practice."
Kohane heads the cybcrlaw division of
the Buffalo law firm of Hu rwitz & Fine.
P.C., and is a systems operator for the
Legal Forum, CompuSe1ve Information
Network. He serves as regional vice
preside nt of the Federation of
Insurance and Corporate Counsel.
where he is chair of the Insurance
Coverage section and vice chair of the
newly created Y2K section .
Michael B. Rism<m '79 was appointeel by Mayor Anthony M. Masiello and

coniinned by the Common Council as
corporation counsel for the City of
Buffalo. Risman is a resident of Buffalo.

Howard E. Berger '81, of Duke,
Holzman, Yaeger & Photiadis in
Buffalo, was e lected president of th e
Bar Association of Erie County's
Volunteer Lawyers Project Inc. for the
1998-99 term. Berger lives in East
Amherst, N.Y.

Roger L. Ross '79, of Williamsville,
N.Y., represented the New York State
Bar Association's Committee on
Lawyer Alcoholism and Drug Abuse at
the American Bar Association's
Northeast Regional Conference in
Philadelphia, Pa. Ross is a member of
the business/corporate department at
the Buffalo law firm of Hurwitz and
Fine, P.C.

Brian P. Meath '81, of Canandaigua,
N.Y., became associate general coun sel
to the Canandaigua Wine Co., secondlargest supplier of wines in the United
States.
Brian P. Meath '81

J oseph M. Schnitter '79 was named
a partne r in the Buffalo law firm of
Brown & Kelly, L. L. P. Schnitter, of East
Amherst, N.Y., concentrates his practice in the areas of general civil litigation, insurance coverage and defense
litigation.

William C. Altre ute r '82, of the Law
Offices of Altreuter & Haberme hl in
Buffalo and New York City. spoke at
the 36th annual Congress of the
Association Internationale des j e unes
Advocats in Sydney, Australia.
Altreuter's program focused on attorney advertising on the Interne t. He is a
resident of Buffalo.

Paul J. Suozzi '79 spoke on "Claims
Against Municipalities" at a Litigation
Specialty Section meeting of the
Western New York Paralegal
Association. Suozzi is an attorney with
the Buffalo law firm of Hurwitz and
Fine, P.C., and chairs the firm 's municipal litigation defense practice area. He
resides in East Aurora, N.Y.
W. Clark Trow ' 79 was named an
associate in the Buffalo law firm of
Phillips. Lytle, Hitchcock, Blaine &
Hube r L. L. P. A resident of Amherst,
N.Y.. Trow practices in the firm's real
estate of.fice.

William S. Helmer '82

Herbert J. Glose '82, a partner in the
business transactions practice g roup at
Harris Beach & Wilcox, was appointed
chair of the cor-porate law commi ttee of
the Bar Association of Erie County.
Glose lives in Amherst, N.Y., and works
in Hamburg , N.Y.
Ma ureen Helmer '82 is chair of the
New York Public Service Commission.
in Albany, N.Y. The Public Service
Commission is responsible fo r transitioning the e lectric. g as and telecommunications industries in the state from
regulated monopolies to competitive
markets. We apologize for incorrectly
printing in the last Forum that she was
appointed to the Civil Service
Commission. Helmer resides in
Schenectady. N.Y.

19805
Timothy C. Cashmore '80 joined the
Buffalo law finn of Dctmon & Morey as
ct partn er. He practices in the fi rm's corporate and business law department.
Cashmore lives in Buffalo.

Stuart P. Gelberg '80 successfully
completed the requirements of the
American Board of Certification fo r
recertification in bu~i ness and consumer bankruptcy law. Gelb('rg is a
partnl'r with tlw law firm of Fischoff
{;e) berg & !Jin·rtor in ( ranlPn City.
N.Y. He liv<·s in Cold Spring Harbor,
N.Y

Regan P . lhde '81 was elected secretary of the Women Lawyers of Western
New York for the 1998-99 term. Jhde, of
the Law Office of Regan P. Ihde, lives
and works in Buffalo.

Gerard M. Meehan '82

William S. Helmer '82, head of the
New York State Department of Law
Environmental Protection Bureau in
Albany, N.Y .. was e lected to chair the
New York State Bar Association's
3,500-me mber Gene ral Practice
Section. He lmer is a member of the
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Homecoming Week end at UB
Stadium was the site of the Class of
1973's 25-year reunion. A pre-game
tent party provided a chance to mingle and enjoy the sounds ofa live jazz
combo. Attendees then watched as the
University at Buffalo football team
took on M01gan State. After a lively
day at the stadium, tire former classmates reassembled for a slightly less
vigorous dimze1· at the University hm
and Conference Center.
"People came from all over the
country," says Michael Stachowski of
the Law Office of Michael Stachowski.
"17wse who attended have all become
very successful lawyers and judges. "

Left to right, front row: Hon. Eugene F.
Pigottjr., H011. Yvonne Lewis, Richard !.
Lei!, Rosalie Stoll Bailey, Robert B.
Nichols and William G. Hamilton.

Left to right, baclt row: William M.
Feigenbaum, Michael]. Stachowski,
Peter G. Ruppar, Sally Ann M endola,
Hon. Lawrence Brenner, Paul R.
Comeau, Peter D. Clark, Walter P.
Seegert, Peter A. Reese, j esse M. Baker,
j a m es W. G1·esens, Authouy M.
Miranda , Andrew D. Yus ick, ]r. a nd
Frederick W. Steinberg.

Reconned with your classmates

A small, informal gathering of the Class of 1988 took place at Brennan's
Bowery Bar, a popular Pub in Williamsville, N. y The f~nner classmates
enjoyed a casual atmosPhere where they could trade stones about thezr
first ten years of practice.
"Everybody met at Brennan 's and again the next day at the home of
Carolyn Wright," recalls Terrance P. Flynn of Gibson, McAsk1ll & Crosby.
"We all had a great time seeing one anothe~ agai~; and laugfmrg about
our first year experiences. especially in Sectwn 3.
· 1. t , front row: Carolyn D . '·r V:right' jemnfer L. judelsolm and john
Le1.h, to ngrr
G. Farrell.
S d 1'
p
· 1zt, bac1e1 row: C''za
.
lJe1.~, to ng
' rles c· johnson · David L.
. 11y=> Pr,• . errence
,
Flynn. Mary Ann Oliver. Maureen E. Casey. Ma11111 K. T-elwr. Samuel f.
Capizzi, Mark E. Brand and. David F.. Fretz.

You can have a terrific time reconnecting with
your Law School classmates by joining a Class
Reunion Committee. The life-long friends you
made and the good times you shared during your
three-year journey through UB Law deserve to be
remembered - and celebrated- in your class'
own special way.
Anyone interested in becoming involved with
the reunion program should call Deborah Scott at
(716) 645- 6429 or e-maillzer at
devam@ acsu.buffalo.edu.
The Law School Alumni Office is happy to
assist Class Reunion Committees. They will:
• Provide professional staff support
• Provide class lists and other information from
the alumni database
• Offer event planning assistance
• Help 01ganize and supp011 the classes' gift
committees
• Mail reunion information to class members
• Organize and support classes' program committees
• Publish reunion plans in 1l1e Forum and
other VB publications
• Provide professional p/zotograplzers for class
dinners
• Mail class photos free of charge to participants
• Arrange for the dean and faculty to participate
in classes' events, if desired.

c

•
i
II

House of Delegates, the state bar's policy and rdecision-making body. He lives
in Schenectady, N.Y.
Gregory T. Ivancic '82 was appointed
chairperson of the board of directors of
Gateway-Longview Inc., a human services agency in Williamsville, N.Y.
Ivancic is a partner in the Buffalo law
firm of Cohen Swados Wright Hanifin
Brad£ord & Brett, L.L.P. He specializes
in corporate law and is a certified public
accountant. Ivancic lives in Kenmore,
N.Y.
Gerard M. Meehan '82, of Toron to,
joined the law firm of Hodgson Russ
Andrews Woods & Goodyear. Meehan,
forme r Buffalo Sabres team captain and
general manager, practices exclusively
U.S. law as a fo reign legal consultant
certified by the Law Society of Upper
Canada. He advises Canadian companies and individuals on U.S. and New
York State legal issues (rom his firm's
Toronto office.
Gregory Miller '82, of Buffalo, was
elected to the board of directors of
Housing Opportunities Made Equal.
Miller is an attorney with the Buffalo
law firm of j aecld e, Fleischmann &
Mugel, L.L.P.
Karen Tunis-Manny ' 82 was appointed to the position of vice preside nt and
corporate coun sel of Bry-Lin Hospitals
Inc. in Buffalo, where she is responsible fo r all of the hospital's legal activities. She lives in Buffalo.

Marriages

Congratulations to the following newlyweds:

Daniel Richard Archilla '88 and Jeanne Marie Martello, Aug. 14, 1998
James Francis Bargnesi '96 and Mona Angela Wagle, Aug. 1, 1998
John Roy Bell '96 and Mary K Murray, May 9, 1998
Daniel I. Bildner '92 and Melissa E. Garelick, June 8, 1997
Jeremy Miller Brown '95 and Rachel Gordon, Sept. 6, 1998
Don Paul Clough '78 and Mary Clare Kremer, May 16, 1998
Christopher J . D'Angelo '92 and Jennette L. Dobe, Nov. 28, 1998
Michael W. Devlin '90 and Denise A. DiPasquale, june 13, 1998
Jennifer Donnelly '97 and Randyll Bowen, Sept. 26, 1998
Julie Wells Downing '96 and Peter Kenneth Murphy, Sept. 19, 1998
John Lawrence Leifert '96 and Elizabeth Marie Vincent, Feb. 13, 1999
Cynthia A. Eyle r '87 and Trent A. Trulock, Sept. 5, 1998
Peter D . Grubea '93 and Christine A. Alexandrowicz, May 24, 1998
Brian Darrell Gwitt '98 and Bridget E. Niland '98, Aug. 13, 1998
Emily Sarah Leach '96 and Sean Wells Downing, Feb. 13, 1999
Melissa L. Hancock '97 and Christopher S. Nickson '98, Aug. 22, 1998
Barbara E. Hurley '94 and Michael K. Holohan, June 6, 1998
James L. Jarvis Jr. '88 and Kathleen R. Wells, Aug. 22, 1998
Paul Gregory Joyce '95 and Katherine Theresa Ganey, July 18, 1998
William K Kennedy '93 and Lynda M. Stroh, Sept. 12, 1998
Brigid Maura Lyons '98 and Robert Michael Maloney, Oct. 17, 1998
Bridget Cullen Mandikos '94 and Dr. Michael N. Mandikos,
Dec. 26, 1998, in Brisbane, Australia.
Kevin S. Mahoney '96 and Candi M. Richau, Aug . 22, 1998

J effrey Reed '82 joined the City of
Buffalo Corporation Counsel's Office. A
resident of Buffalo, Reed focuses on
labor and employment matters and
bankruptcy work for the city.
Mark A. Ventron e '82, of Syracuse,
N.Y., became a partne r in the law firm
of Kimpel. Gideon & Ventrone.
Ve ntrone practices in the area of civil
litigation.
Justin S. White '82 received the
V. J.P. Award for his y ear~ of dedication
to tht' Bar Association of Erie County's
VoluutPer Lawyers Project. He was
honored al VI.P's l!'lth Annivvrsary and

Eric Christopher Naegely '98 and Lisa M. Falgiano, Dec. 11, 1998
Thomas C. Naughton '97 and Jennife r M. Palisano, July 18, 1998
Daniel Andrew Noe '94 and Erin Elizabeth McMahon, Aug. 15, 1998
Christopher D . Porter '91 and De bra L. Merlo, Sept. 26, 1998
Heidi F. Redlich '94 and Christopher L. Epstein, Sept. 6, 1998
Amy Rosen '90 and David Brand, Nov. 28, 1998
Michael C. Scinta '95 a nd Trina L. Hanley, Oct. 24, 1998
Colleen Ann Sloan '90 and Douglas W. Frank, June 13, 1998
David Lawrence Snyder '88 and Cynthia Dolores Smith, Nov. 14, 1998
Richard L. Stark '98 and Raquel A. Marsch, Aug. 8, 1998
John S. Wiencek '91 and Jennifer Ann Hanneman, Nov. 14, 1998
Lynn Jessica Wolfgang '97 and A. Jose ph Catalano, Sept. 6, 1998

Volunteer Recognition Reception, held
on Dec. 1, 1998. White is a partner in
the law firm of Massaro, Keati ng,
Cosgriff & White in Williamsville, N.Y.
He lives in Buffalo.
Julie Ann Dee '83 was e lected a
director of the Bar Association of Erie
County for 1998-99. Dee is a partner in
the law firm of Scinta, Rinaldo & Dee in
Buffalo.
Barbra A. Kavanaugh '83, fo rmerly
an at-large member of the Buffalo
Common Council, has been named to
head the Buffalo regional office of New
York State Attorney Ge neral Eliot L.
Spitzer. She was named Lawyer of the
Year by the Women Lawyers of
Western New York. Kavanaugh resides
in Buffalo.
Raymond N. M cCab e '83 was named
coun se l to the Buffalo Jaw finn Griffi th
& Yost. McCabe concentrates his practice in the areas of tax, e mployee benefits, business planning and e state planning. He lives in Buffalo.
Michae l B. Sexton '83 was appointed
g ene ral counsel to Roswell Park Cancer
Institute in Buffalo. He live s in Orchard
Park. N.Y.
Brian R. We ls h '83 was honored by
the Bar Association of Erie County's
Volunteer Lawyers Project for his pro
bono work in the area of divorce. He
was presente d an award at VLP's 15th
Anniversary and Volunteer Recognition
Reception, held on Dec. 1, 1998. Welsh
is an attorney with the law firm of
Siegel Ke lle he r & Kahn in Buffalo. He
resides in Eas t Amherst, N.Y.
Tracey A. Bannister '84, confidential
law cle rk to the Hon. Jerome C. Gors ki.
New York Supreme Court. Eig hth
Judicial Dis trict, was e lected a director
of the Bar Association of Erie Cou nty
for 1998-99. Bannister Jives in Buffalo.
Perry Z. Binde r '8 4 is a professor at
Clayton College and State Univers i_ty in
Atlanta. Ga. Binde r s pent 12 years m
Miami. firs t as an attorney. then as a
profe sor and sports rad io tall< s how
host. He has wri tten several sports and

entertainment law articles, and cowrote an article with Olympic great
Bob Beamon fo r the Miami Inner City
Games. His Web site is:
http://www .clayton .edu/binder.

Gary Bluestein '84 and D eborah J.
Muhlbaue r-Webe r '91 formed the
law firm of Bluestein and Muhlbauer in
Amhe rst, N.Y. The fi rn1 s pecializes in
tax representation, bankruptcy and
estate planning. A reside nt of Buffalo,
Bluestein was previously a senior attorney to the IRS witl1 a s pecial appointment to the U.S. attorney's office. He is
an adjunct professor of lax practice and
procedure at UB Law School.
Elizabeth G. Clark '84, of Buffalo,
was elected to the board of directors of
Housing Opportunities Made Equal.
Clark is an attorney with the Buffalo
Jaw firm of Hodgson, Russ, Andrews,
Woods & Goodyear, L.L.P.
George W. Collins Jr. '84, a partner
in the Bu ffalo Jaw fi rm of Bouvie r,
O'Connor, was elected to the board of
directors of the Western New York
De fe nse Trial Lawyers Association. A
reside nt of Snyde r, N.Y. , Collins is a
member of the International
Association of Defense Counsel.
J o hn P. Freedenberg '84 rece ived a
Special Service Award (rom the Bar
Association of Erie County for his
work each year organizing t11e Bru·
Revue s how. He received the awru·d at
t11e lllth annual d inner held at tl1e
Hyatt Regency Buffalo. Freedenberg is
an attorney with Sapers ton & Day, P.C..
in Buffalo, where he resides.
Arlene M. Hibschwe iler '84, of
Buffalo, publis hed an article with
Marion Kopin on "Strategies for
Handling IRS Assessments." T he article appeared in the April issue of
Taxation for Accountants and the
May/June issue of T axation for
Lawyers. publis hed by Warren Gorham
& La mont. Hi bschweiler e rves as
counsel at the Buffalo law finn of
Marcus Knoer Crawford and Hilton.
Peter J . Ho~an '84, of Syracuse.
N.Y .. has joinl'cllhe Syracu::>l' o fft tv o l

Bond, Schoeneck & King LLP as senior
counselor in tl1e law finn's Property
Department. He concentrates his practice in the areas of comme rcial lending
transactions, commercial and residential real estate, general business and
corporate matters. He resides in
Robert E. Knoe r '84 was e lected vice
chairman of the Air & Waste
Management Association-Niagara
Frontier Section, an international association of e nvironme ntal professionals.
Knoer is a founding pa1tner of Marcus,
Knoer, Crawford & Hilton, L.L.P., in
Buffalo. He resides in Williamsville .
N.Y.
Richard S. Ris man '84 was re cently
named a visiting assistant professor
and d irector of Syracuse University
College of Law's Law Firm Program in
Syracuse, N.Y.
Nancy W. Saia '84 was presented
with a Special Service Award at the Bar
Association of Erie Coun ty's llllh
annual dinne r, held on June 10, 1998. at
the Hyatt Reg ency Buffalo. Saia was
recognize d for he r work ove r the past
seve ral years revising and bringing to
publication the Reside ntial Real Es tate
Contract. A resident of Snyder, N.Y.,
Saia is an attorney wiU1 Bagley, Lyne tt
& Saia.
Paula M . Cipric h '85, of Buffalo. was
honore d by Business First of Buffalo as
one of 1998's "40 Under Forty." Ciprich
is ge neral counsel and corporate assistant secretary to National Fuel Gas
Dis tribution Corp. She is also a board
me mber of the Buffalo Board of
Parking.
Andrew P. Fleming '85 and Daniel
J. Chiacchia '88 fo rmed the law firm
of Chiacchia & Fle ming. L.L.P. in
Hamburg. N.Y. l11e firm's practice is
limite d to employment. personal injUiy,
mat.Ii monial, probate an d criminal law
matters. Fleming resides in Hambu rg.
N.Y.
laurie A. Frank '85 was l'leL"ted I reasure r of th e Women Lawyers of
Western New York for the l ~J9H-H9
t<:nn. Frank. of tlw Erit· County d islrirt
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attorney's office, lives and works in
Buffalo.

Henry, L.L.P., wh ere he concentrates
hts practice in th e areas of criminal
de fe nse litigation and plaintiffs personal injury. He reside s in Hamburg .

Marc Garber '85 is an assistant U.S.
attorney in Las Vegas, Nev. Garber
prosecutes matters involving health
care fraud. He lives in Hende rson, Nev.
H eidi Juhl '85 achieved board certification from the Florida bar in city,
county and local governme nt law. Juhl
is an assistant coun ty attorney at the
Palm Beach County attorney's office in
West Palm Beach, Fla., whe re she practices mostly environme ntal and airport
law along with general local government matters. She lives in Deerfie ld
Beach, Fla.

B re nda J. J oyce '86 was named partner in the Buffalo law firm of]ae ckle
Fleischmann & Mugel, L.L.P. She pr~c
tices in the are a of environmenta l law
and resides in Orchard Park, N.Y.

Paula M . Ciprich '85

Danie l J . Marren '85, a partne r with
the firm of Brown & Kelly, L. L.P.,
recently presented a seminar title d
"Evaluating Lhe Serious Injury
Threshold" to the Buffalo Claims
Association at its annual Educational
Seminars Day. The seminar include d a
revie w of insurance law threshold categories, an update of recent case law and
evaluation of a th reshold case. Marren
lives in West Seneca, N.Y.
Stephen J . Schop '85 and Susan 1.
P leskow '89 announced the formation
of a new partne rship for the gene ral
practice of law. Schop & Pleskow
L. L.P. , with offices in Buffalo. Schop
lives in East Amhe rst. N.Y.

Joan Casilio Adams '87 became a
partne r in the law fi rm of Offermann.
Cassano, Greco & Slisz, L.L.P., in
Buffalo. She practices in the areas of
matrimonial a nd family law litigation.
Casilio is a fe llow of the American
Acade my of Matrimonial Lawyers and a
me mber of the Executive Committee of
th e New York State Bar Association
Family Law Section . She resides in
Willia msville , N.Y.
Renee S. Filiatraut '88

Michael I. Serotte '85 joine d the
law fi rm of Be rge r
& Etss as a partner. fh e firm is now
known as Berger Eiss Serotte & Berger
and focuses on im migration and customs law. Serotte concentrates on businPss and employment immig ration,
NAf TA and national inte rest waiver
applications. He is a resident of Buffalo.
Aml~erst, N .Y.-base~

Mark A. Bae hre '86 is a partner in
tlw law fi n n of Katz & Baehre in
Williamsville, N.Y. Baf'hre rPsides in
East AmlwrsL. N.Y.
Daniel J. Hen ry Jr. '86 was e lected
to llw board of directors of th<· Nl:'w
York Stat<· Association of Criminal
I l<'f<•nsc· Lawy<'rs. I k nry is a parln<·r in
tlw Hamburg, N.Y. law firm of Vi llarini

J effrey L. Whiting '86, of
Cheektowaga , N.Y., was appointed
town prosecutor in the Town of
Cheektowaga. Whiting maintains an
active ge ne ral practice at the Bu(falo
law firm of Bouvie r, O'Connor, where
he is in charge of the fi rm's branch
office in Cheektowag a.

B ra dford P. Ande rs on '8 7 se rved as
the 1998 U.S. re presentative of
M itsubishi Electronics America Inc. at
a n ann ual meeti ng in j apan. And erson
is senio r counsel fo r Mitsu bishi
Electronics in Sunnyvale , Calif., a nd
resides in San j ose, Calif.
Mary Anne Bobinsky '87 is an associate dean for academic affairs and full
professor at the University of Houston
Law Center in Houston, Texas . She
recently published a ca sebook titled
"He alth Care Law and Eth ics."

Joseph T. Kremer '88

Sp e n ce r G. Feld m an '87 , a corporate
a nd secu rities law partne r in the New
Yor k City office of Greenbe rg T raUti g
Hoffman & Lipoff. wrote the ch apter
''Issuance of Securities in Bankr uptcy"
in the newly released treatise
"Bankruptcy Business Acquis itions."
He is also the author of "Information
Technology. Due Diligence and
Representatio ns in Corporate
Acquisitions' ' for Insights: The

Corporate and Securities Law Advisor.
Feldman lives in Port Washington, N.Y.

ers' compensation department representing claimants.

Robert P. Simpson '87 and Ellen
Swartz Simpson '90 formed the law
firm of Simpson & Simpson in
Williamsville, N.Y. The firm concentrates its practice in intellectual property law. Robert Simpson is an electrical
engineer and registered patent attorney
and is immediate past co-chair of the
Intellectual Property Committee of the
Erie County Bar Association. He lives
in Williamsville, N.Y.

Joseph W. Allen '89 was named partner in the Buffalo Jaw fi rm of Jaeckle
Fleischmann & Mugel, L.L.P. Allen
practices in the areas of commercial litigation and bankruptcy law, and resides
in Buffalo.

James D. Eiss '88 announced the
opening of the Law Offices of james D.
Eiss in Williamsville, a firm which
serves all areas of immigration law. A
resident of Williamsville, N.Y., Eiss
serves as co-chair of the American
Immig ration Lawyers Association
North Border Task Force.
Renee S . Filia traut '88 was elected
partner in the law firn1 of Thompson
Hi ne & Flory, L.L.P., in Cincinnati,
Ohio. She focuses her practice on commercial litigation, in particular contract
disputes, real esta te litigation, insurance coverage issues and environmental disputes. Filiatraut resides in
Cincinnati.

George Michael
Zimmerman '88

Richard J. Cohen '89 recently participated in the Defense Research
Institute's Insurance Coverage and
Practice Semi nar held in San Francisco
Calif., where he delivered a presenta- '
tion titled "Insured 's Selection of
Defense Counsel." Cohen is an attorney with the Buffalo law firm of
Saperston & Day, P.C. l-Ie resides in
Williamsville, N.Y.
Michael C. Banks '89

Joseph L. Kilbridge '88 was appointed to the Erie County district attorney's
office. Kilbr-idge resides in Buffalo.
Thomas F. Knab '88, of Buffalo, was
appointed New York State liaison to the
Business Litigation Committee of the
Defense Research Institute. Knab is an
attorney with Saperston & Day in
Buffalo.
Joseph T. Kremer '88 joined the law
firm of Lipsitz. Green, Fahringer, Roll,
Salisbury & Cambria, L.L.P., in Buffalo
as an associate attorney. Kremer practices in the personal injury department.
He resides in Getzville. N.Y.
George Michael Zimmerman '88
joined the law firm of Lipsitz. Green.
Fahringer . Roll. Salisbwy & Cambria.
L.L.P .. in Bu(falo as an associate attorney. Zimmerman. who lives in
Amherst, N.Y.. practices in the work-

Michae l C. Banks '89 is a partner in
the global corporate finance group of
Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy, an
international law firm in New York City.
Banks' practice focuses on complex
financial transactions including innovative capital markets, financing of power
plants and other projects in the United
States, Asia and Latin America. He is a
resident of Cambria Heights, N.Y.

Douglas W. Dimitroff '89

Douglas W. Dimitroff '89 was named
a partner in the Buffalo law firm
Phillips, Lytle, Hitchcock, Blaine &
Huber L.L.P .. Dimilro(f focuses in the
areas of banking, commercial, real
estate and telecommunications law. A
board member and past president of
UB l.aw's GOLD g roup, he lives in
Amherst, N.Y.
Robert R. Good s '89 received an
award fo r his pro bono work in the area
of pennanency planning (rom the Bar
Association of Erie County's Volunteer
Lawyers Project. He was honored at
VLP's 15tl1 Anniversaty and Volunteer
Recognition Reception. held on Dec. 1
1998. Goods is an associate at the law '
firm of Cohen & Lombardo in BuiTalo.
and lives in Snyder. N.Y.
Will.iam Ilecki '89 wa!; named partner 111 the law !irm of Horwitz and
FrankPI in Tonawanda. N.Y. llt•cki
pral'ticp::; in tlw art•as olcr('(litor's
rights and comntPrl'iallaw. I-ll· is a res-

J effrey P. Markello '90 and Joseph
A. Sakowski '75 formed the partnership of Sakowski and Markello, a ge neral-practice law firm in Elma, N.Y.
Marke llo resides in East Aurora, N.Y.

ident of Cheektowaga, N.Y.
Gregg S. Maxwell '89 joined the firm
of Andrews, Sanchez, Amigone,
Mattrey & Marshall, L.L.P., in Buffalo.
A resident of Kenmore, Maxwell concentrates his practice in the area of civil
litigation and appeals.

Wayne J. McChesney '90 is vice
president and assistant general counsel
responsible for ERISA and employment
benefits fo r First Union Bank in
Charlotte, N.C., the sixth-largest bank
in the United States. McChesney lives
in Matthews, N.C.

Robert A. Milne '89 was named partner in the law firm of Dewey Balla ntine,
L.L.P., in New York City, where he
resides.
Susan I. P le skow '89 and Steph en
J . Schop '85 announced the form ation of a new parlnership for the general practice of law. Schop & Pleskow,
L.L.P .. with offices in Buffalo. Pleskow
lives in East Amherst, N.Y.
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Gregg S. Maxwell '89

Michael R. Weremblewski '89
joined the law firm of Lipsitz, Green .
Fahringe r, Roll, Salisbury & Cambria,
L.L.P.. in Buffalo as an associate.
Weremblewski will practice in the
firm's corporate department. He lives in
Lancaster, N.Y.

Mary J. Murray '90 was electe d a
me mber of the Buffalo law firm of
Roach, Brown, McCarthy & Gruber,
P.C. Murray lives in Buffalo.
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Ian A. Bradford '90 co-authored an
article on "Corporate Acquisitions and
Successor Liability" published in the
july 1998 issue of The Practical Lawyer.
An associate in the Buffalo law fi rm of
Cohe n Swados Wrig ht 1-lani.fin
Bradford & Brett, L.L.P .. Bradford practices corporate , business and securities
law. He is a reside nt of Holland, N.Y.

Michael R. Weremblewski '89

Julie Falvey '90, a solo practitioner,
was elected president of the Women
Lawyers of Western New York for the
1998-99 term. Falvey lives and works in
Buffalo.
Mary Cathe rine Malley '90, of
Buffalo. is an associate with the Buffalo
law fi rm of Hodgson. l~uss. Andrews.
Woods & Coodyear. Malley practict·s
in tlw firm's busirwss and bank ing law
d<·part rrwnt. Sh<· concentrates her practin· in s<•cu rili<>s law. includ ing pub lic
and privat<· offc>rings, exenrliVl' cornp<·nsation and s<·('uriti<•s law com pli
i llll ' (•

Karen E. Murray '90, of Lockport,
N.Y.. joined the Buffalo law firm of
Lipsitz, Green, Fahringer, Roll,
Salisbury & Cambria, L.L.P., as an assoc iate attorney. Mu rray wi ll practice in
the firm 's workers' compe nsation
de partment representing clai mants.

Karen E. Murray '90

Ginge r Schroder-Amico '90, of
Buffalo, was honored by Business First
of Buffalo as one of 1998's "40 Under
Forty." Schroder-Amico is an attorney
for Buchanan Ingersoll, P.C., in Buffalo.
and was recently e lcted a shareholder
with the firm. She is an adju nct professor at UB Law School and Cornell
School of Labor and Industrial
Relations. A resident of Buffalo, s he is a
vo lunteer fo r Muscu lar Dystrophy and
Uptown Coalition, and preside nt of the
Western New York chapter of the
Wome n's Bar Association of the State
of New York.
Ellen Swartz Simpson '90 and
Robe rt P. Simp son '87 announced
the formation of the law firm of
Simpson & Simpson. Located in
Wi ll iamsville. N.Y., the fi rm concentrates in the area of intellectual property law. A resident of Williamsville,
Swartz Simpson is a ce1tifie d public
accountant.
Ma rybeth Cullinan '91 , of Buffalo,
was appointt·cl by Erie Commun ity
College as c hair of the board of
trustees for the 1998-99 academic year.
(. ullinan is an attorney with the fi rm of

Davis, Augello, Matteliano & Gersten
in Buffalo.
Anthony L. Eugeni '91 , of Niagara
Falls, N.Y., was named a partner in the
Buffalo law fi rm of Damon & Morey,
L.L.P. Eugeni practices in the firm's
corporate and business law practice
group where he works primarily with
closely held businesses and not-forprofit corporations.
Kenneth M. Gossel '91, ofWest
Seneca, N.Y., was elected to the board
of directors of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of Western New York.
Gosse) is a senior attorney at National
Fuel Gas Distribution Corp.
Robert P. H eary '91, ofthe Buffalo
law firm of Cohen, Swados, Wrig ht,
Hani.fin, Bradford & Brett, L.L.P., was
named a partner. Heary, of Lancaster,
N.Y., concentrates his practice in the
areas of employment and labor law,
environmental law and health care law.
Kathleen M. Mann '91 was named a
partner in the Buffalo law firm Damon
& Morey, L.L.P. Mann concentrates
her practice in the areas of medical
malpractice defense, personal injury,
insurance defense and insurance coverage matters in the firm's litigation
department. Mann lives in Orchard
Park. N.Y.
Cecile Mathis-Dorliae '91, of
Buffalo, was elected vice presiden t of
Housing Opp01tunities Made Equal.
Mathis-Dorliae is an attorney with the
Buffalo law finn of Davis McKelvey &
Mathis.
John T. McGuire '91 recently presented papers on "night work" legislation for women before the New York
State Political Science Association and
the New York State Historical
Association. He is cun·entJy completing
doctoral studies in American history in
the Progressive era. and practices law
pa1t lime in Vestal, N.Y., where he
resides.
Deborah J. Muhlbauer-Weber '91
and Gary Bluestein '84 formed the
law firm of Bluestein and Muhlbauer in

Amherst, N.Y. The fi tm specializes in
tax representation, bankruptcy and
estate planning. Muhlbauer-Weber
lives in Hamburg, N.Y.

Ste phenson in Buffalo. T he firm's name
has been ch an ged to Cavanaug h ,
Stephenson & Matuszak . Matuszak has
a general practice with a conce ntration
on real estate, corporate/business and
bankruptcy law. A reside nt of West
Seneca, N.Y., he is also a part-time
instructor in the accounting program at
Canisius College in Buffalo.

Christopher D. Porte r '91 joined the
firm of Gregory A Pope and Associates
in Buffalo. Porte r is responsible fo r the
development of the estate planning and
administration area as well as the business and corporate areas of the firm.
He lives in Buffalo.
Steven I. Rubins te in '91, of
Williamsville, N.Y., was named a partner in the Buffalo law fi rm of Damon &
Morey, L.L.P. A resident of
Wi lliamsville, N.Y., Rubinstein practices in the fir m's corporate and business law department and the health
care practice g roup. He previously
maintained a private practice in psychotherapy and is also a National
Certified Counselor.

Ginger Schroder-Amico '90

Kevin J . Miller '92, of the law firm of
Ward, Bre non & DiVita in
Williamsville, N.Y. , was a lecturer and
discussion pane l mem ber at the recently com pleted Conference on Local
Economic Impacts in the New World
Economy at St. Norbert College in
Green Bay, Wis. Mille r lives in
Tonawand a, N.Y.

David J . State '91 was appointed
deputy corporation counsel with th e
City of Buffalo Law Department. He
resides in Buffalo.
Mark F. Steiner '91 is an associate
with the law firm of Lipsitz, Green,
Fahringer, Roll, Salis bury & Cambria,
L. L.P., in Buffalo, where he resides.
Ste iner concentrates his practice in the
area of workers' compensation.

Mark F. Steiner '91

Danie l I. Bildner '92, of New York
City, is an associate with the law
offices of Greenberg Traurig Hoffman
Lipoff Rosen & Quentel, where he practices corporate and commercial real
estate.

l~ussell

J. Matuszuk '92 beranw a
part rwr 111 tlw law firm of(_ avan au~h &

Kevin T. Me rriman '92 joined the
Buffalo law firm of HUiwitz & Fine.
P.C., as an associate . A resident of Eas t
Aurora, Merriman is a member of the
firm's litigati on departme nt and focus~s
his practice on insurance defe nse, toxJc
tort and e nvironmental litigation.
George L. Snyd e r J r . '_92 join~d the
law firm of Sim pson & S1mpson 111
Wi lliamsville, N.Y. The fi rm has
changed its name to Simpson. _Simpso~
& Snyde r. Snyder is a mechamcal engineer and registe red patent attorney. He
lives in Buffalo.

Christina A. Agola '92, of Buffalo,
was elected secretary of the Volunteer
Lawyers Project Inc. for the 1998-99
term. Agola is an attorney with the
Buffalo law fi rm of Siegel, Kelleher &
Kahn.

Andrew B. Isenberg '92, of
Williarnsvillt-, N.Y.. i~ an associall' with
tlw Buffalo law linn of (,rtosens &
( rillt'll, J..J..P

J ohn F. Maxwell '92 was made a fl tll
partne r in the Buffalo law firm of
Collins Collins & Kantor. He practices
in the areas of New York labor law a nd
the Fed eral Employer's Liability Act, as
well as maintaining a personal injury
trial practice. Maxwell lives in Orchard
Park, N.Y.

Kevin T. Merriman '91

Suzanne K. Taylor '92 received an
award for he r pro bono work in the
area of permanency planning. as well a
the Attorney of the Morning Aw~r~
from the Erie County Bar AssociatiOn
Volunteer Lawyers Project. She was
presented both awards at VLP's l St_h_
Anniversary and Volunteer RecognitiOn
Reception. held on I>ec. l. 1998· Taylo_r.
of th(' Law Office of Suzanne I<. TayiOJ ·
lives and works in Buffalo.
Christopher Belter '93 was nanwd

an associate in U1e Buffalo law firm of
Hurwitz & Fine, P.C. He resides in
Buffalo.
Mic h ael J . Berc ho u '93 joined the
trial department of Phillips, Lytle,
Hitchcock, Blaine & Huber L.L.P. as an
associate attorney. Be rchou lives and
works in Buffalo.
Mar k E. Eyer '93 is an attorney with
the law firm of Brett Senior &
Associates in Conshohocken, Pa.,
where he concentrates his practice in
estate plan ning and administration, and
the representation of professional athletes. Eyer resides in King of Pmssia,
Pa.
J e nni e M. Mu scarella '93 was
named an associate with the Buffalo
law firm of Kenney, Kanaley, Shelton
and Liptak. She practices in the firm's
ins urance defe nse, environmental and
personal injury de partments.
Muscare lla lives East Amherst, N.Y.
Mich e lle Parke r '93, of Derby, N.Y.,
was a 1998 recipient of the Pathfinders
Award by the Niagara Frontier Industry
Education Council fo r her work be ne fiting stude nts in Wester n New York.
Parker is the current chair of the
Young Lawyers Committee of the Bar
Association of Erie County and the
New York Slate representative to the
Executive Council of the American Bar
Association's Young Lawye rs Division.
She is an associate with the Buffalo law
finn of Feldman, Kieffer & Herman.
Todd K. Card '94 joined the firm of
Lippes. Silverste in. Mathias & Wexler,
L.L.P.. in Buffalo. Card is an associate
in the firm's business and corporate
group.
Elizabeth Edinger '94 is now w~rk
ing as a law librarian and lecturer m
legal research at the University of
California, Berkeley. School of Law
(Boa It Hall). She is co-author of
Finding the Law. 11th ed .. which will be
publi~hed this summer by West Group.
She resides in Berke ley. Calif.
Charles J _ Greenberg '94 received
the Family Court Award for his pro

bono services at the Erie County Bar
Association Volunteer Lawyers Project.
He was honored at VLP's 15th
Annive rsary and Volunteer Recognition
Reception, held on Dec. 1, 1998.
Greenberg maintains a private practice
in Buffalo, where he resides.
Melissa Lin Weiss Klemen s '94
became associated wiU1 the law firm of
Ward & Klein in Gaithers burg, Md.
She specializes in worke rs' compensation law and complex litigation including personal injury, products liability
and first-party insurance claims. A resident of Gaithersburg, Kle mens is a
member of U1e New York. District of
Columbia and Maryland bars. She is
also an adjunct professor at U1e
University of Ma1yland University
College in the paralegal studies program, and is a member of the board of
directors for the Victorian Society in
America, District of Columbia
Metropolitan Chapte r.
Bridget Culle n Man dikos '94
resides in Bris bane, Australia. She is a
full-lime lecturer at Griffith University
Law School in Brisbane, and has an
article in the Fe bmmy issue of
Australia HR Mo1Ithly, 'The Dangers of
Dismissal."
Sarah Fiona Phillips '94 is an
agency attorney for the City of New
York's Department of Homeless
Services. Phillips lives in Brooklyn.
N.Y.
BeckY Powell '94 joined the Bu(falo
Philharmonic Orchestra deve lopment
department as assistant director of
development. Powell lives in Buffalo.
Toinette M. Randolph '94, of the
Erie County district attorney' office in
Buffalo, was elected president of
Housing Opportunities Made Equal.
Randolph resides in Buffalo.
Kevin Raphael '94 is an assistant district attorney fo r the Philade lphia di~
trict attorney's office. Raphael lives in
Philadelphia. Pa.

Paul H. Roalsvig '94 i~ an as~ociat e
wit h the law o ffice~ nl Neil A. W0inrib

& Associates in New York City. He
practices in the area of immig ration
law, including deportation and asylum
matters. He continues to play with
Dark Marbles, a rock 'n' roll band in
New York City, where he resides.
J oy C. Trotter '94 was selected as the
Outstanding New Lawye r for 1998 by
the Women's Bar Association of the
State of New York. Trotter was recognized for making significant contributions to the law and community in
which s he practices. She is an associate
with the Buffalo law firm of Cohen
Swados Wrig ht Hanifi n Bradford &
Brett and treasu rer of the Westem New
York Law Center Inc. She resides in
Buffalo.
Timothy J. Andruschat '95 was
appointed assistant district attorney by
the Erie County district attorney's
office. Anclruschat is a resident of
Clare nce . N.Y.
Marni Bogart '95 was named an associate in the Buffalo office of Saperston
& Day. P.C. She will concentrate her
practice in ins urance de fense. Bogart
resides in Hamburg, N.Y.
Maureen B . E lwell '95 is an attorney
with the law firm of Nelso n Mullins
Riley & Scarborough , L.L.P.. in Atlanta.
Ga. She practices in the areas of corporate securities and telL-communicatio ns.
and she lives in faye tteville, Ga.
U. John J. F lynn .Jr. '95, judge
Advocate Ge ne ral Corps, U.S. Navy.
Pensacola. Fla.. was named Officer of
the Year at Naval Legal Service 0(fice
Central. Flynn is a reside nt of Gul f
Breeze. fla.

Craig D. Hannah '95, of Buffalo. was
named an assistant district attorney by
ilie Erie County district altornev's
office.
Joseph Khanna '95 is now working
in the New York City office of Schultl'
Roth and Zabel. whert' he publis hes in
the area of mergers and aquis itions and
securities law. He n'sidt·s in Nt•w
Rodwlk. N.Y.
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of litigation.

Anne K. Kyzmir '95 practices law as
aJTassociate in the fi rm of Jaeckle
Fleischmann & Mugel in Buffalo. A resident of Lockport, N.Y.. she focuses her
practice in tax law.

Judy Sager Hernand ez '96 is associated with the law firm of Damon &
Morey in Buffalo. She practices in the
area of labor and employment law.
Hernandez lives in Elma, N.Y.

Mimi C. Meng '95, of Buffalo, was
elected to the board of directors of
Housing Opportunities Made Equal.
Meng is e mployed by the University at
Bu(falo.
Heather Vigue Murphey '95 recently
opened a private practice concentrating
on immigration law in Cleveland , Ohio.
MuqJhey lives in Brooklyn, Ohio.
Sallie G. Randolph '95 received the
New York State Bar Association's
President's Pro Bono Service Award at
the 1998 Law Day Awards, held on May
13, 1998. Randolph was honored for
contributing her ti me and talents and
providing free legal services to membe rs of the community who otherwise
would not be able to afford such services. Randolph was also honored by
the Bar Association of Erie County
Volunteer Lawyers Project for her pro
bono work in the area of bankruptcy.
VLP honored Randolph at its 15th
Anniversary and Volu nteer Recognition
l~eception, held on Dec. 1, 1998.
Handolph is the director of copyright
clearance at UB Law School. where she
teaches a course on publishing law.
She also maintains a private copyright
Jaw practice, and resides in Tonawanda,
N.Y.
Carl J. Rohling '95 is an associate
with Fried. Frank. Harris, Shriver &
Jacobson in New York City. Rohling
lives in Hiverdalt>, N.Y.
Michael C. Scinta '95 was named an
associate with llw Buffalo law firm of
Brown. Chiari. Capizzi & Frascogna.
L.f..P. Ht> resides in East A.mher:-;t. N.Y.
David H. Blaclunon '96, of Ea:-;t
Aurora. N.Y .. joiJll'd tlw new partnership of ~chop & Pleskow. l..l..P.. a:-; an
assoriat<·. H(' ronn•lllrates his pradin·
on busi nes:-; planning. comrrwrciallemlJIIg and n·al prop<·rty ch·vdopnH·nt
Tt•re!;a <. . Hrophy '96 Joim·d th<

Daniel W. Cierber '96

Kristin B. Jones '96, of Silver Spring,
Md., graduated from New York
University Law School with a LL.M. in
tax. Jones is a tax consultant at Ernst &
You ng, L.L.P., in Washington, D.C. She
recently co-authored an article in the
Journal of Bank Accounting & Finance
and is wo rking on an article for the
Jou rnal of Multistate Taxation.
She ri Keeling '96 was named chair of
t11e Gender Bias Committee of the
Women's Bar Association of the State
of New York. Keeling is a n associate
with the BuiTalo law firm of Hurwitz &
Fine, P.C., whe re she practices in the
litigation department, concentrating on
employment litigation. She lives in
Williamsville. N.Y.
J oh n L. Leife rt '96, of New York
City, recently opened the Law Offices
of John L. Leifert in Manhattan, N.Y.

Bernard R. Hurwitz '98

Buffalo law firm of Roach, Brown,
McCarthy & Gruber. P.C.. as an associate. Brophy resides in Buffalo.
Joseph P. DiVincenzo '96 was
named an associate in the Buffalo law
firm of Phill ips, Lytle, Hi tchcock,
Blaine & Huber L.L.P. DiVincenzo
practices in the firm's trial departmen t.
He lives in Williamsville, N.Y.
Susan M. Etu '96 joined the Erie
County district attorney's office as an
assistant district attorney assigned to
~lw Buffalo City Court Bureau. Etu Jives
1n Buffalo.
Dani~l .w. Gerber '96, of Hamburg,
N.Y.. JOIIH"d tht· Buffalo law firm of
Ja<:'ddt·. Flc•ischmann & Mugel. L.L.P ..
a~ an associ at<·· 1-1<' pranicc·s in the area

I..zurie L. Menzie '96, of Getzville,
N.Y.. won the New York State New
Careerist Competition. Menzie is a
member of Amherst Business and
Professional Women. and an attorney
at the Jaw offices of Siegel, Kelleher &
Kahn in Lancaster. N.Y. She concentrates her practice on elde r law and
estate planning.
David W. Olson '96 joined the
Buffalo law linn of Nixon, Hardgrave,
Devans & Doyle, L.L.P., as an associate. He works in the firm's products liability practice g roup. Olson lives in
Lockport, N.Y.
David Rodriguez '96 was named of
counsel to the Buffalo law firm of
Siegel, Kelleher & Kahn. Rodrigu~z. of
Buffalo. maintains a general practice
with a concentration in the area of personal injury. He is a founding member
of the l.<ltino Business Owners
Assol'iation.

J e nife r Scalisi '96 joined the City of
Buffalo Corporation Counsel's Office.
Scalisi handles labor and employment
matters for th e City of Buffalo and the
Board of Education. She lives in
Ke nmore, N.Y.
Harvey F. Siegel '96 maintains a private practice in Buffalo, whe re he
resides. Siegel is th e liaison of the New
York State Bar Association Lawyers
Assistance Program to the University a t
Buffalo Law School. He also serves as
chait·man of the Bar Association of Erie
County Lawyers Helping Lawyers
Commi ttee.
Holly Tucke r '96 was appointed assistant district attorney by the Erie County
disu·ict attorney's of.fice. Tucke r is a
reside nt of Buffalo.
Jason A. Yots '96 was named an associate in U1 e law firm of j aeckle,
Fleischma nn & Mugel, L. L.P. , in
Buffalo. He practices in U1e gene ral corporate an d bus iness law de partm e nt of
the firm, a nd he lives in Buffalo.
Daniela F. Alme ida-Quigg ' 97 was
named an associate in the Buffalo law
firm of Feldman. Kieffer & He rman.
Almeida-Quigg resides in Buffalo.
Cla ude tte S. Anth olzn e r '97 was
honored by the Erie Cou nty Bar .
Association Volu nteer Lawyers Project
for her pro bono work with the RuU1
Ritc hell Memorial Awa rd. Antholzner
received her award at the 15th
Anniversary & Volunteer l~ecognition
Reception, held on Dec. 1. 1998. She
lives in Lockport, N.Y.
Ma r la Kim Babat ' 97 is associated
with the Buffalo law ollice of Mic hael
M. Babat Attorneys at Law. Babat lives
in Williamsville. N.Y.
Alfonso Marra Bax '97 showcased
his de but musical album, "Cracks in .
the Sidewalk.'' at the Tralfamadore Cafe
in Bu ffalo. Bax has received national
acclaim for his songs including re_cognition in the 1998 Billboard Songwnters
Contest. Bax lives in Lewiston, N.Y.
Kelly V. Byrd '97 is an associate in
the law fi rm of j aeckle. Fleischmann &

Mugel in Buffalo. She practices in the
estates and b-usts area. Byrd lives in
Amhe rst, N.Y.

David J. Luzon '97 was named an
associate in the Buffalo law firm of Fall<
& Siemer, L.L.P. Luzon lives in Buffalo.

David Clar '97 joined the Rocheste r,
N.Y., law finn of Harris Beach & Wilcox
as an associate. Clar focuses his practice on corporate and commercial law.
He lives in Rocheste r, N.Y.

Rosalie A Melisz '97 is associated
with the Buffalo law finn of Damon &
Morey, L. L.P., as a member of the fi nn's
corporate and business law de partment.
Melisz lives in Hamburg, N.Y.

Anita Coles Costello '97 is an associate at the Buffalo law firm of Hodgson,
Russ, Andrews, Woods & Goodyear,
L.L.P. A reside nt of Amherst, N.Y., she
is a membe r of ilie firm's tax departme nt and concentrates her practice in a
variety of tax matters including ERISA.

Johanna Oreskovic '97 is a research
and writing insb-uctor at UB Law School.
She resides in Williamsville. N.Y.

The resa M. Gue nthe r '97 was named
an assistant district attom ey by the Erie
County district attorney's office.
Guenilier is a resident of East Aurora,
N.Y.
Daniel M. IGllelea '9 7, of Buffalo. was
appointed assistant district attom ey by
the Erie County disttict attom ey's
office. Killelea Lives in Buffalo.
Michael J. Kotin '97 was named an
associate in U1e law firm of Hodgson.
Russ, Andrews, Woods & Goodyear,
L.L.P., in Buffalo. He is a me mber of the
firm's litigation departm e nt and concenu·ates his practice in a varie ty of litigation matters. Kolin resides in Buffalo.
1l10m as S. Lan e '97, of Buffalo,
joined the Hamburg ollice of Harris
Beach & Wilcox as an associate. Lane·is
a me mber of the firm's litigation department and focuses h is practice on product liability matters.
Steve n E. Laprad e '97 was named an
associate in the law firm of Brown &
Kelly, L.L.P., in Buffalo. Laprade concenu·ates on litigation matte rs wiili an
emphasis on insurance defense. He
lives in Buffalo.
Matthew Lenh ard '97 joined the law
firm of Chelus Herdzick & Speyer, P.C..
and practices at the firm's offices in
Cheektowaga. N.Y. Lenhard concentrates on litig ation and gene ral practice
matte rs. including real estate. matrimonial matte rs. and wi lls and estat<:>s. Hl'
reside:-: in Chet'ktowaga, N.Y.

Anthony F. P egnia, Jr. '97, of
Williamsville, N.Y., was named an associate in U1e law fitm of Ke nney,
Kanaley, Shelton & Liptak. He practices
in the Buffalo law finn 's insurance cove rage and defe nse de partments.
Anne M. P eters on ' 97, an associate
in the Buffalo law firm of Hurwitz &
Fine, P.C., has expanded her practice
to include e mployme nt and health law.
Pe terson resides in Amherst, N.Y.
David R. P falzgraf J r. '97 is an associate with the Bu ffalo law fi rm of
Hodgson. Russ. Andrews, Woods &
Goodyear, L. L. P. Pfalzgraf, of Buffalo, is
a membe r of U1e firm's litigation departme nt and concentrates his practice in a
variety of litigation matters. wiU1 emphasis on insurance defense.
Scott P hilb in '97 is a n associate in the
Buffalo law fim1 of Kenney. I<a naley,
Shelton & Liptak. Philbi n practices in
the firm 's insura nce coverage and
defense departments. 1-l<:> lives in
Getzville. N.Y.
Kimberly M. Sebastia n '97, of
Cheektowaga. N.Y. , joined lhe Buffalo
law finn of Hodgson. Russ. Andrews.
Woods & Goodyear. L.L.P.. as an associate. She is a me mber of the finn's
labor and environ me ntal law departme nt and conce ntrates he r practice on
all aspects of labor law.
Allison F. Stravino '97 was named an
associate in th e Buffalo law firm of
Damon & Morey. L.L.P. Stravino practices in the firm's litigation dq>art nwnt.
and li ves in Buffalo.
Michael P. Stu enn er '97 joinl'd

tl tl'

Buffalo law firm of Lipsitz, Green,
Fahringer, Roll, Salisbury & Cambria,
L.L.P., as an associate attorney.
Stuermer practices in the firm's criminal law department. He lives in
Tonawanda, N.Y.

matrimonial and wills and estates . He
will practice out of both the downtown
Buffalo office and the firm's branch
office in Cheektowaga, N.Y. He is a reside nt of Buffalo.
J ohn J . Koeppe l '98 is an associate
with the Rochester, N.Y., law firm of
Nixon Hardg rave Devans & Doyle,
L.L.P. A resident of Buffalo, Koeppel
practices in the firm's Buffalo office and
conce ntrates in corporate law.

Matthew Van Vessem '97 is an associate attorney with the law firm of
Weiss, Stocker & Fox in Kenmore, N.Y.
He concentrates his practice in the
areas of labor law, municipal law, matrimonial law and personal injury. He lives
in Amhe rst, N.Y.
Kathleen M. Benne tt '98, of
Camillus, N.Y., is an associate with the
law firm of Bond, Schoeneck & King,
L.L.P. Bennett works in the firm's
Syracuse office.

Anne M . Peterson '97

Bridget Niland Gwitt '98, of Buffalo,
was honored by Business First of
Buffalo as one of 1998's "40 Under
Forty." Niland is a law cle rk for U.S.
District Judge j ohn Curtin in Buffalo.
She is also a volunteer coordinator for
the World Veterans Games.

Ste phen Boyd '98 was presented
with the Media Award at the 1998 Law
Day Awards, he ld on May 13, 1998, and
sponsored by the Bar Association of
Erie County. Boyd is a reporter at
WKBW-TV. He resides in Buffalo.
Georgia Can ton '98 joi ned the law
firm of Nixon Hardgrave Devans &
Doyle, L.L.P., in Rochester, N.Y., as an
associate in the technology and intellectual property departme nt. Canton lives
in Rochester.

Mickey H. Osterreich e r '98, a
photo-journalist at WKBW-TV, received
the Me dia Award at the 1998 Law Day
Awards, sponsored by the Bar
Association of Erie County and held on
May 13, 1998.
Michael P. Stuermer '97

Min Chan '98 is an associate in the
Buffalo law firm of Jaeckle Fleischmann
& Mugel, L.L.P. Chan, a resident of
Bu ffalo, is a member of the fi rm's business and corporate law practice.

Thomas P. Kawalec '98 joim·d llw
law firm of Chc·lus. H!:'rdzik & SpPyer,
P.( .. as an associah•. I<.twalec will worl<
on lh<' firm's litigation filc>s and gene:-ral
prat'lice mall<·rs. including real t'statc·.

J . Claire Razzolini '98 joine d the
Rochester, N.Y.. law firm of Nixon
Hardgrave Devans & Doyle, L.L. P., as
an associate. Razzolini will practice in
the areas of labor and employee be nefits. She lives in Buffalo.
Jeffrey A. Rosenbloom '98 is an
associate in the Rochester, N.Y., law
fi nn of Nixon Hardgrave Devans &
Doyle. L.L.P. He practices corporate
law and resides in Rochester.

Darcie A. Falsioni '98, of Syracuse,
N.Y., joined the law firm of Bond,
Schoe neck & King, L.L.P., as an associate in the firm's Syracuse office.
Bernard R. Hurwitz '98 is an associate with the law firm of Harter. Secrest
& Emery, L.L.P.. in Rochester, N.Y.
Hurwitz practices labor, employment
a nd school law in the firm's business
department. HP tivPs in RochPster.

Gr egory A. Mattacola '98 joined the
law firm of Chiacchia & Fle ming,
L.L.P., in Hambu rg, N.Y. as an associate attorney. Mattacola lives in Buffalo.

Kathryn L. Smith '98 joined the business law department of Harter, Secrest
& Emery, L.L.P., in Rochester, ~.Y. . .as
an associate attorney. Smith resrdes rn
Webster, N.Y.
Kathryn L. Smith '98

Elaine Gallina Spaull '98 was named
an associate in the law firm of Nixon.
Hardgrave Devans & Doyle .. LL..P.. 111
Rochester. N.Y. Spaull practrces 111 the
area of corporate law. She lives in
Rochester. •
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KEEP IN TOUCH!

Friday, May 21 and
Saturday, May 22, 1999

Name: _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _

Class: _ _ __ __

Firm/Agency :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

40th Re union for the Class of 1959.
Friday eve ning reception at the
Law School hosted by the dean,
5:30 p.m. Evening party at The
Buffalo Club, 388 Delaware Ave.
Buffalo, N.Y., 6 p.m. For further
information call Thomas R.
Beeche r Jr.. (716) 853-8671; or
jose ph F. Crangle, (716) 853-4080.

Office Address: -

-

- -- -- - -- - - --

- - Title: _ _ _ _ __

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ Phone: _ __ _ __
Email : -

- --

-

-

- - -- - -- - - - --

Home Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone: _ __ _ __

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Z i p : _ __ _ _ __
Email : - --

-

- - - - --

- - - -- --

-

What's New?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Monday, Nlay 24, 1999
Summe r classes begin.

Reunion acti vi ties

I am wi lling to help organi ze:

Local area activities

Thursday, June 17, 1999
Law Alumni Association officers ·
and board appreciation luncheon
and photo. The Buffalo Club, 388
Delaware Ave., Buffalo, N.Y., at
noon.

Friday, July 16 and
Saturday, July 17, 1999

I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE
UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO LAVV SCHOOL
Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __
Address._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ __ _ Zip_ _ _ _ __
Emaii _ __ __ __ _ _ _ Phone (

30th Re union for the Class of 1969.
Friday eve ning reception at
DuBois Rest<lurant, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday brunch at the Law School
hosted by the dean, 10:30 a.m.
Eve ning partY at a location to be
a nnounced ,. 6 p.m. Sunday brunch
at Coles Restaurant, 1104
Elniwood Ave., Buffalo, N.Y. For
furthe r infonnation call E. Carey
Cantwe ll, (716) 853-1300; Alan R.
Fe ldstein, ((716) 328-2000; or
Robert B. So:nmerstein, (716) 8531283.

D I am interested in receiving further information on the
Jacob D. Hyman Society.
D I would be willing to make calls for the Annual Phonathon.
U I would like to learn how to make gifts to the Law School that will return
income to me for my li fetime.
U I would consider naming the Law School in my will.
LJ Please call me to discuss my specific situation.

Wednesday,
August 4, 1999

Law Alumni Assoc iation
Classes of 1995-1 998 .......$25
, All Pri or Classes ............ .$45

50th Reunion for the Class of 1949.
Eve ning partY at The Park
Country Club. 4949 Sheridan Dr.,
Williamsville. N.Y.. 6 p.m. For
fur the r infonnation call George M.
Zimme rmanr.. (716) 853-1521.

(Check as

Ill any

boxes as appropriate)

ASSOCIAT ION DUES 1999-00 (Check one)
Please mail to:

Home

Please retum u ml wir/1

pm'lll £'111

Cla s~

Firm/Ag..:ncy _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __
Ollie..: Addr..:s~----------

Email

/.ip

--- Pho ne I

Home Addr..:s~
Zip
Email

o rficc

Make check payable to
UB Law Alumn i Assoc iation

Nam..: _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _

- - -- - --

I

to asstm' u edir.

Pho n ~.:

C

